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HALT  REF?]REFDUM,. .  From  Washington,  Deceniber  31,  a  New  York 

DAIRYMEN  DEKiAMD  .       "  Times  dispatch  says  that  more  than  twenty  milk 

cooperatives  of  New  York  State  demanded  Tuesday  j 
a  Federal- Court  injunction  to  stop  the  US DA  from  holding  a  second 
referendum  on  amendments  to  the  G-overnment  order  regulating  handling 
of  milk  for  the  New  York  metropolitan  market,  and  to  check  any  attempt  j 
by  the  Department  to  lift  the  present  regulations. 

SHARES  AWARD  WITH  From  Philadelphia,  January  1,  a  New  York  | 

RESEARCH  STAFF  Herald-Tribune  dispatch  says  that  the  $1,000  prize 

of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  i 
Science  was  awarded  at  the  Association's  convention  Wednesday  for  a  i 
paper  on  plant  nutrition  presented  by  Professor. D.  R.  Hoagland  and  Dr.  i 
D.  I.  Arnon,  of  the  University  of  California,  but  its  acceptance  was  i 
made  conditional  by  Dr.  Arnon,  who  insisted  that  the  credit  and  prize  { 
be  shared  by  his  associates  in  the  plant  nutrition  laboratory  where  ; 
the  prize  winning  work  was  done.  ' 

FARM  PRICES         .  From  Chicago,  January  1,   the  AP  says  that  the  ' 

ON  WAY  UP  ,,     .blow  that  Europe's  war  dealt  American  farm  prices  I 

last  spring  because  of  demoralization  of  interna-  I 
tional  trade  i.s  .being  softened  by  resurging  domestic  demand  for  farm 
commodities  as  the  U.  S.  rearms,  according  to  year-end  market'  statistics. 

COTTON  TEXTILE  -t  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  2, 

PROSPECTS  GOOD  '         says  that,  although  defense  orders  for  cotton  tex-      i  \ 

tiles  have  begun  to  taper  off,"  the  volume  of  busi-  | 
ness  already  placed  is  sufficient  to  maintain  current  operating  sched- 
ules well  into  .the  second  quarter.     The  usual  seasonal  upturn  in  com- 
mercial demand  for  textiles  this  month  should  supply  mills  with  orders  i 
that  will  permit  a  high  rate  of  operations  through  the  first  half  of  | 
the  year.  I 
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Eire  Food  Jrom  Duolin,  December  3I,  the  AP  says  that 

Shortage  G-rovg  Agriculture  Minister  James  R^/an  warned  in  a  radio 

"broadcast  Tuesday  that  the  food  position  of  Eire 
is  rapidly  becoming  mors  serious.     "I  am  quite  positive  that  within  a 
very  short  pericd  suviplies  of  imported  food  may  De  cut  off  entirely; 
if  v/e  are  to  survive  the  dangers  that  lie  ahead,  all  essential  food- 
stuffs must  be  produced  at  home,"  he  said. 

Argentina  Pushes  The  New  York  Times,  January  1,  says  that  in- 

Trade  In  Americas      dications  that  Lat in- American  nations  have  seized 

upon  the  idea  of  building  up  greater  inter- American 
trade  as  a  result  of  the  European  war  and  are  making  considerable  head- 
way in  that  direction  is  seen  in  reports  cabled  to  the  Argentine  Infor- 
mation Bureau  in  New  York  from  Buenos  Aires.    Argentina's  trade  v/ith 
sister  republics  in  South  and  Central  America  and  with  Canada  and  the 
U.  S.  has  helped  considerably  to  offset  the  loss  of  markets  in  Conti- 
nental Europe,   the  report  shov;ed. 

19^1  State  Corn  State  corn  acreage  allotments  for  the  19^1 

Acreage  Allotments    commercial  corn  area  were  announced  Tuesday  by  the 

AAA.    TLe  area  consists  of  623  counties  in  I5  States 
and  has  a  total  allotment  of  37*300,000  acres.     Corn  allotments  for  in- 
dividual farms  are  now  being  established  in  counties  of  the  commercial 
corn  area.    Farmers  who  plant  within  their  farm  allotments  in  19^1  will 
receive  conservation  paym.ents  of  9  cents  a  bushel  on  the  normal  yield 
of  their  corn  allotments.     They  will  also  receive  parity  payments  at  a 
rate-  yet  to  be  determined  and  will  be  eligible  for  corn  loans  next  fall 
as  authorized  by  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1932« 

AMS  Surveys  A  survey  of  the  way  late-crop  potatoes  are 

Potato  Marketing       marketed  in  1,165  retail  grocery  stores  in  Chicago 

indicates  that  more  efficient  methods  of  handling 
might  improve  the  quality  of  the  product  offered  to  consumers.     The  pub- 
lished report  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  "Retail  Trade  Prac-'^ 
'tices  and  Preferences  for  Late-crop  Potatoes  in  Chicago  and  Suburbs,  and 
Quality  Analyses  of  Potatoes  Offered  for  Sale  to  Consumers,  1939-^0* "  is 
based  on  the  quality  and  size  of  potatoes  found  in  100-pound  sacks,  con- 
sumer packages,  and  bins  when  the  stores  were  visited  during  the  period 
from  September  I939  to  April  I9U0. 

Cotton  Exporting  The  time  limit  for  the  actual  exportation  of 

Time  Extended  lint  cotton  and  cotton  products  under  the  1939-^0 

Cotton  and  Cotton  Products  Export  program  has  been 
extended  from  December  31»  19^0  to  March  3I .  19^1 »  the  Surplus  Market- 
ing Administration  announced  Tuesday.     The  final  date  for  exporters  to 
file  claims  for  payments  under  the  1939-^0  program,  for  lint  cotton  and 
cotton  products  actually  exported,  has  been  extended  to  May  31»  19^1* 
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Ammonia  Used    '  Scientific  American,  January  says  that  crops 

As  Fertilizer  in  the  VJestern        3.  have  teen  helped  lately  hy 

gaseous  ammon?a  "blovm  into  irrigation  water.  An 
acre  of  ground  fertilized  with  kOO  pounds  of  ammonia  produces  736 
crates  of  celery  as  against  565  crates  from  an  acre  dressed  with  a  ton 
of  mixed  fertilizer. 

The  Basis  Of  In  The  Journal  of  Forestry,  December,  Arthur 

Dendrochronology       W.  Sampson,  of  the  University  of  California,  dis- 
cusses "The  Dendrochronology  Enigma."    Kr.  Sampson 
says  that  the  claims  of  those  who  try  to  correlate  ring  widths  and  pre- 
cipitation cycles  are  generally  accepted  among  the  biologically  un- 
trained, but  that  such  claims  are  accepted  conditionally  or  with  many 
reservations  by  those  plant  ecologists  and  plant  physiologists  who 
have  follov/ed  the  subject. 

Sees  Need  of  Thousands  of  families  who  need  and  want  more 

Better  Cows  milk  than  they  can  buy  with  limited  incomes  are 

the  dairy  industry's  greatest  opportunity  for  a 
wider  market,  0.  E.  Feed,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry,  said 
today  in  his  annual  report  to  Secretary  Wickard.    Although  the  dairy 
industry  itself  can  do  nothing  directly  to  increpvSe  family  incomes, 
"it  could  acco.nplish  somewhat  the  same  result  if  all  milk  v;ere  produced, 
processed,  and  distributed  with  greater  efficiency  and  the  savings  thus 
effected  were  passed  on  to  thousands  of  potential  consumers  in  the  form 
of  lower  milk  prices."    The  Bureau's  research  and  service  activities 
are  directed  largely  toward  development  and  establishment  of  more  effi- 
cient practices  throughout  the  whole  dairy  industry. 

Eisenhower  Secretary  V/ickard  announced  Tuesday  the  perma- 

Agj-'C'r-tci  Lan_d  nent  appointment  of  Kilton       Eisenhower  as  Land  Use 

Usc  C^orvllna.tor  Ccordinator  of  the  USDA.     In  July,  1937.  Secretary 

of  Agriculture  Henry  A.  Wallace  assigned  Mr  Eisen- 
hower to  set  up  the  Cifice  of  Land  Use  Coordination  while  continuing  to 
serve  as  Director  of  Information,  a  post  he  haa  held  since  December, 
192s.     The  Office  wa&  set  up  at  the  request  of  the  heads  of  all  the 
land  use  agencies  of  the  Department  —  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Ad- 
ministration the  Soi3.  Consei'vation  Service,   the  Farm  Security  Adminis- 
tration, and  the  Forest  Service.    A  staff  agency,   its  function  is  to 
assist  the  Secretary  in  directing  toward  common  goals  the  v/ork  of  all 
these  and  other  Department  agencie.s  which  deal  with  land  use  and  in 
correlatirg  the  land  use  v/ork  of  the  Department  with  that  of  other 
Governme:it  agencies.     The  head  of  this  Office,  the  Land  Use  Coordinator, 
serves  as  chairman  of  the  Department's  program  Board  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Administrative  Council  of  the  Department, 
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Forests  In  The  In  The  Journal  of  Forestry,  December, 

Arizona  Desert  Clarence  S.  Olson,  of  the  SCS,  writes  on  "Forests 

in  the  Arizona  Desert."    Mr.  Olson  tells  of  the 
extensive  mesquite  forests  in  the  larger  river  valleys  of  southern 
Arizona,  which  have  been  producing  wood  crops  of  great,  economic  value 
to  the  local  population  and  which  have  a  productive  capacity  equal  to 
that  of  many  of  the  saw  timber  forests. 

Chemical  Weed  In  Agricultural  Engineering,  December,  0.  C. 

Control  Equipment      French,  of  the  University  of  California,  writes 

on  "Equipment  for  Chemical  V/eed  Control."  Includ- 
ed in  the  paper  is  a  calibration  table  for  delivery  of  spray  at  vari- 
ous speeds  and  volumes. 

Paper  Analyzes  In  speaking  of  the  results  of  the  election. 

Farmers^  Vote  an  editorial  in  the  Progressive  Farmer  (Texas  Edi- 

tion) for  January  says  that  one  of  the  significant 
highlights  of  the  voting  was  the  failure  of  the  majority  of  Midwest 
farmers  to  vote  with  the  cotton  farmers  of  the  South.     "In  times  past, 
efforts  have  been  made  to  form  a  political  union  betv/een  the  two. 
More  and  m.ore  it  seems  an  unnatural  bond.     So  long  ps  the  farmers  of 
the  Midwest  seek  to  forestall  the  livestoc'r  competition  of  the  South 
by  their  efforts  to  bind  us  to  the  one-crop  system,   there  is  but  faint 
hope  that  the  farmers  of  these  two  most  important  agricultural  areas 
of  the  nation  will  become  political  bedf ellov/s . " 

Grape  Colapsis  Coixntry  C-entleman,  January,   says  that  J.  H. 

Infests  Soybeans        Bigger,   of  the  Illinois  State  Natural  Fistory  Sur- 
vey, has  discovered  that  the  grape  colapsis  uses 
soybeans  as  a  breeding  ground,   thus  becoming  the  first  insect  to  in- 
fest the  crop.     During  the  past  year,  this  pest  did  widespread  damage 
to  thousands  of  acres  of  corn  and  soybeans  in  Illinois,  and  the  outlook 
for  the  coming  season  is  not  bright.     The  best  known  methods  for  con- 
trol at  the  present  time  is  early  spring  plowing  and  the  heavy  disking 
of  land  that  is  to  be  planted  to  corn  and  soybeans. 

Strange  Chickens  Science  Digest,  January,   says  that  strange 

Hatched  in  Pa.  looking  chickens  were  hatched  from  four  out  of 

twenty  eggs  injected  with  weak  solutions  of  colchi- 
cine by  Miss  Edna  Higbee,  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.     They  had 
oversized  combs  and  wattles,  and  the  roosters  had  elongated  tail  feath- 
ers.  .     The  one  surviving  hen  is  kept  in  a  cage  with  one  of  the  roosters, 
and  lays  an  egg  every  two  or  three  days.     The  eggs,  however,  have 
failed  to  hatch  when  incubated. 
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BRITAIN  LOVrSRS  From  London,  January  2,  the  CTPS  says  that 

MEAT  PAT  I  OH  the  Food  Minister  has  decreed  that,  beginning 

Monday,  the  neat  ration  now  officially  set  at 
1  shilling  10  pence  (about  36  cents)  weekly  will  be  cut  to  1 
shilling  6  pence  (about  29  1/2  cents).    The  meat  shortage  has  re- 
cently forced  butchers  throughout  England  to  cut  down  their  supplies 
to  customers  to  amcants  costing  as  lovr  as  6  pence  1/2  penny  per  head 
(about  10  cents),    From  that  date,  also,  pork  and  nost  v:aste  meats 
hitherto  unrationed  will  not  be  available  without  coupons. 


WILL  FRQLUC5  The  ilew  York  Times,  January  3,  says  that 

M0LASSZ3  Frank  A.  Dillingham,  chairman  of  the  South 

Porto  Rico  Sugar  Company,  said  Thursday-  in  a 
letter  to  stockholders  that  the  comp^any  plarjied  to  manufacture 
high-test  molasses  for  industrial  use  from  a  substantial  part  of 
its  Dominican  cane,  instead  of  sugar,  and  that  a  contract  for  sale 
of  the  product  has  been  arranged. 


L^wUGUAY  "Discriminatory  tonnage  and  impost  duties 

II-J^OST  SinPSD  within  the  U.  S.  were  removed  against  Uruguay 

through  a  proclamation  by  President  Roosevelt 
published  today  (Thursday),    The  action  applies  against  vessels, 
produce,  manufactures  and  merchandise  imported  in  Uruguayan  vessels 
from  Uruguay  and  other  foreign  countries.    It  was  taken  on  a 
reciprocal  basis  as  Uruguay  is  not  discriminating  against  the  U,  S, 
Similar  action  has  been  taken  with  respect  to  Peru  and  other  South 
American  nations.    Ordinarily  the  arrangement  is  made  under  treaties. 
Where  treaty  provisions  are  lacking,  it  is  done  by  proclamation  under 
authority  of  law."     (Dispatch  from  Washington  in  the  Nev;  York  Times, 
January  2.) 


DECS'MRISl  POP.X  From  Chicago,  January  2,  a  New  York  Herald 

PRODUCT  I  Oil  U?  Tribune  dispatch  says  that  the  American  Meat 

Institute's  Monthly  Review  of  the  livestock  and 
meat  trade  reports  that,  for  the  third  consecutive  month,  December 
production  of  pork  reached  a  new  high  record.     Output  for  the  month 
was  about  I3  percent  larger  than  during  December,  1939*  Aggregate 
production  of  pork  diiring  19^4-0,  according  to  the  report,  was  exceptionally 
large. 
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State  Cotton  Preliminary  state  cotton  acreage  allotments 

Acreage  Allotments    totaling  26,699,917  acres  for  I9UI,  were 

announced  Thursday  "by  the  AAA.    These  allotments 
do  not  include  acreage  increases  to  "be  made  to  growers  under  the 
minimum  allotment  provisions  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of 
193s -     If,  as  in  1939  and  19^0,  these  preliminary  allotments  result 
in  the  planting  of  a'bout  25  million  acres,  normal  yields  v/ould  re- 
sult in  a  production  of  approximately  12-1/2  million  "bales. 

N"o  IQ^Il-^S  Hice  Marketing  quotas  on  rice  v/ill  not  "be  pro- 

Market :'  ng  Q,uo t as        claimed  for  the  19^1-^2  marketing  season,  the 

AAA  announced  Thursday.    As  a  result  no  , 
referendijm  on  rice  marketing  quotas  will  "be  necessary. 

Erookline  G-ets  Secretary  Wickard  anno-jnced  Thursday  that 

Food  Stamp  Plan         the  Food  Stamp  Plan  for  ■distri"buting  surplus 

agricultural  commodities  will  "be  extended  to  the 
tovm  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts.  -  ■^ 

EAS  On  Yegeta"ble  Prospective  su-o^:lies  of  fresh  vegetahles  for 

Situation  late  v/inter  marketings  are  indicated  to  "be  sub- 

stantially larger  than  a  year  earlier,  "but  con- 
sumer purchasing  power  likevd-se  will  be  higher  than  it  was  last 
winter.    The  supply  of  late  Irish  potatoes  in  storage  for  marketing 
after  January  1  is  considerably  larger  than  the  supply  a  year  ago 
but  that  of  s^-eetpotatoes  is  smaller.    Because  of  a  record  large 
production  and  a  record  large  carr^-^-over ,  the  total  supply  of  dry 
edible  beans  is  substantially  larger  this  season  than  last.  Market- 
ings of  truck  crops  slackened  somewhat  in  mid-December  because  of 
unfaT0Ta"ble  growing  conditions  in  the  various  producing  areas,  but 
it  is  expected._that  marketings  will  increase  somevrhat  in  January. 
It  is  ^Iso  probable  that  -supplies  during  the  next  fev;  months  will  be 
some-vdaat  larger  than  those  of  early  IJ^O." 

Remedy  For  Country  Gentleman,  Jarniajy,  says  that  live- 

Cattle  Sunburn  .         stock  owners  in  Merced  County,  California,  have 

adopted  an  unusual  method  of  protecting  Hereford 
cows  from  photosensitization,  or  cattle  s-ujaburn-,  a  strange  disease 
which  attacks  cattle  having  white  skin  areas.-    Heref ords  affected  by 
this  disease  break  out  with  ulcerous  sores  on  their  -white  parts.  A 
mixture  of  crankcase  oil  and  lampblack,  smeared  in  a  thick  coating 
over  the  white  parts  of  the  cows,  has  been  foxmd  to  protect  them  from 
the  disease. 
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Land,  Work  Chances  lii  Land  Policy  Heviev;,  December,  Louis  H, 

ypr  Lowest  Third       Bean,  of  the  BAS,  v/rites  on  '^Land  and  Work 

Chances  for  the  Lov/est  Third."    Mr.  Bean  says 
that  "the  expected  rise  in  industrial  activity  and  national  income 
as  a  result  of  greatly  increased  defense  expenditures  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  rural  welfare.    What  are  the  prospects  of  an  improved 
rural  level  of  living,  of  a  better  distribution  of  income  among 
farm  families?    An  ansv/er  is  given  here.    It  is  none  too  reassuring, 
but  it  sets  out  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  before  us." 

In  the  Ppiiit  Products  Journal,  December, 
W.  V,  Cruess  and  E.  M.  Mark,  of  the  University 
of  California,  write  on  "The  Dehydration  of 

Preparing  And  In  Q,uick  Frozen  Foods,  December,  Donald  K. 

Freezing  Fruits         Tressler,  of  the  llev;  York  State  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station,  writes  on  the  preparation 
and  freezing  of  fruits,     Mr.  Tressler  also  outlines  the  varieties 
of  fruits  which  give  satisfactory  frozen  products,  grading  the. 
freezing  capacity  of  each  variety. 

Wilt  Resistance  In  Better  Crops  With  Plant  Food,  December, 

Of  .New  Cottons  D,  C.  Neal  and  H.  B.  Brown,  of  the  Louisiana 

Experiment  Station,  write  on  "Wilt  Resistance 
of  the  Nevj  Cottons."    The  article  includes  a  diagram  of  fusari-'jm 
wilt  resistance  of  new  strains  and  hybrid  cottons  in  an  experiment 
at  Baton  Rouge  in  1939. 

Labor' s  Effect  "While  Vice-^President-elect  Wallace  was 

On  Agriculture  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  he  selected  a  com- 

mittee of  economists  to  tell  the  OUMahoney 
Monopoly  Committee  what  is  wrong  with  agriculture.    The  experts 
have  Just  submitted  their  findings.     They  predict  that  our  agri- 
cultural exports  will  continue  to  decline,  and  therefore  they 
declare  that  if  the  farmer  is  to  be  assured  a  decent  standard  of 
living,  he  must  find  a  market  for  his  crops  among  'the  underprivileged 
classes  at  home.'    Naturally,  'Labor'  approves  the  experts'  verdict. 
It  has  been  preaching  that  doctrine  for  twenty  years.    Give  all 
American  workers  jobs  at  decent  wages  and  our  agricultural  surpluses 
will  disappear  almost  overnight.    Probably  the  farmer  will  still 
have  a  good  many  things  to  worry  about  but  ^t  least  he  will  have  an 
assured  market  for  the  things  he  produces.'^     (Editorial  in  Labor, 
December  17») 


Dehydration 
Of  Vegetables 

Vegetables. " 
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Article  On  Commonweal,^  December  20,  includes  an 

Food  Stamps  article  on  the .  SM  Food  Stamp  Plan  called 

"More  Than  Enough  for  Popeye."    After  discussing 
the  general  scheme  of  the  plan  and  its  present  results,  the  article 
says:     "out  of  evils  —  agricultural  surpluses  and  unemployment  — 
comes  a  scheme  to  effect  what  many  a  dietitian  has  dreamed." 

Well  Irrigation  Country  Q-entleman,  January,  includes  an 

In  The  West  article  "by  Harry  R.  O'Brien  on  "Water  Prom  The 

Earth."    Mr.  O'Srien  tells  of  a  recent  trip 
through  the  Western  prairies,  and  discusses  the  v/ell  irrigation  in 
that  region. 

Problem  Of  The  United  States  Neif s  ,  December  27»  con- 

Crop  Surpluses  tains  an  article  on  the  problem  of  crop 

surpluses  aggravated  by  lost  world  markets. 
The  article  represents  the  result  of  an  extensive  research  on  the 
subject. 

Vitamin  A  "Year  before  last ,  an  electrical  manufacturing 

Saves  Dollars  company  began  experimenting  with  feeding  vitamin  A 

to  inspectors  whose  job  includes  the  detection  of 
off-color  in  enameled  electric  range  parts.     Idea  was  to  build  up 
"visual  purple"  in  the  retinas  of  their  eyes  to  increase  visual  acuity. 
IIqW  it  comes  out  that  the  diet  is  actually  performing  its  job,  saving 
the  company  $5,000  a  year  through  the  reduction  of  off-color  rejects 
which  .'formerly  found  their  v/ay  to  the  range  assembly  line."  (Business 
Week,  December  21.) 

Dairy  Herd  In  The  Western  Livestock  Joiirnal,  December 

Improvement  I5,  G-.  E.  G-ordon,  extension  specialist .  in 

dairying,  University  of  California,  writes  04i 
"Dairy  Herd  Improvement."    Mr.  G-ordon  stresses  the  program  recently 
developed  by  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  designed  to  aid  dairymen 
in  the  development  of  sound,  constructive  breeding  practices. 

New  Wilt  The  Market  G-rowers  Journal,  December  I5, 

Resistant  Tomato        says  that  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 

in  cooperation  with  the  California  Experiment 
Station,  has  developed  a  new  variety  of  tomato  that  is  resistant 
to  Verticillium  wilt,  known  as  the  Essar.     The  Essar  not  only  is 
superior  in  wilt  resistance,  but  produces  a  better  product  for  can- 
ning than  certai-n  varieties  formerly  used. 
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Or  B, ,"  AUG-SNTIFiL    .  From  Buenos  Aires,  January       the  UB  says 

KiD . SHI FP INS  PLAH      that  a  British  economic  mission  and  the  Argentine 

Government  have  agreed  in  principle  on  a  plan  to 
ship  British  purchases  of  Argentine  foodstuffs  and  other  vital 
pro.ducts.to  Cuha  in  neutral  vessels,  to  iDe  picked  up  there  "by  British 
■  freighters.    The  plan,  if  adopted,  would  ease  Britain's  prohlem  of  " 
providing  sufficient  "bottoms  to  Cf^.rry  Argentine  meat,  wheat  and  wool, 
giving  the  advantage  of  shortened  time  and  distance  to  the  British 
merchant  na.rinc,  and  reduce  the  risk  of  attacks  "by  commerce  raiders 
.in  the, .South  Atlantic. 


.VICHY  GO^nEBITMMT  From  Vichy,  Prance,  January  5,  a  Hew  York 

APPEAL S  TO  PARI-ERS    Times  dispatch  says  that,  despite  the  vast  ex~ 

...  pcnditure  proposed  in  the  "budget,  France  is  facing, 

in.  the  next  six  months,  the  very  worst  of  its  rationing  pro"blem.  Un- 
iil^-c  Germany,  which  laid  in  stocks  for  more  than  a  .year  in  advance, 
.Prance  made  no  special,  preparations  and  did  not  even  apply  restrictions 
while  the  war  was  in  progress.    Minister  of  Agriculture  Pierre  Caziot 
and  his  supply  sccrcta.ry,  Jean  Achard,  h^ve  just  issued  .ap]peq^s  to 
farmers  to  use  .all  their  ingenuity  in  increasing  the  agricultural  output. 


U,  5,  POOD  S/IiES  ■   .  The  .  New  Yc  rk  News ,  Janua ry  "  5 ,'  says  that  ' 

.HIT  Wtl  HIGH         ,    C.  .M.  Chester,  chairman  of  the  Ucneral  Poods 

Corporation,  reports  that,  despite  shrinking 

QXport  markets,  tonnage  sales  of  food  in  the  li,  S.  set  a  new  high 
'record  in  19^0 'which  is  sure  to  "be  "bettered' this  year.    He  added 

that  the  American  food  industry  is  ."in  the  "best  physical  shape  in  its 

history.  . 

RICE  CROP  D/iMAGE  .  The  Hew  York  Jdurhal  of  Commerce,  January  6, 

IS  POUND  SERIOUS        says  that  E.  G.  Paxton',  of  the  Louisiana  Rice 

Milling  Company,  Inc.,  has  just  returned  from  a. 
chock-up  on  the  rice  situation  in  the  South,  and  reports  that  he  found 
not  only  heavy  damage  from  the  storm  during  the  early 

part  of  the  liarvcsting  season,  "but  many  fields  of  the  late- 
maturing  Roxoro  variety  were  still  unharvested,  and  so  "badly  deteriorated 
from  continued  rains  that,  ■if  .they  are  harvested  at  all,  they  will  pro- 
duce only  a  small' amount  of  low  grade  .rice  unfit  for  the  domestic  '. 
trade. 
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Cotton  Prices  The  New  York  Times,  January  6,   says  that  cot- 

Still  Rising  ton  prices,  "both  spots  and  futures,  strengthened 

last  week  and  moved  into  new  high  ground  for  the 
season.    At  the  close  of  trading  on  Saturday  active  futures  contracts 
on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  showed  net  gains  for  the  week  of  10  to 
15  points. 

Livestock  Prices  From  Chicago,  January  5»  the  AP  says  that 

Up  in  19^0  G-eorge  A.  Schmidt,   chairman  of  the  hoard  of  the 

Ameri(^  Meat  Institute,  said  Sunday  that  the  Amer- 
ican meat-packing  industry  paid  about  $100,000,000  more  for  livestock 
in  19^^0  than  in  1939*    The  increase  was  due  partly  to  heavier  market- 
ings, he  said.    Marketings  cf  hogs  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year 
were  the  greatest  on  record  for  that  period,  with  otLrvr  classes  of  live- 
stock well  up.    Most  of  the  meat  produced  here  is  consumed  in  the  U.S., 
he  said,  exports  "being  so  small  as  to  have  virtually  no  effect  on  the 
domestic  situation.  ■  . 

Agricultural  Nineteen  forty-one  begins  with  the  average  of 

Situation  By  BAE       prices  of  farm  products  about  .the  same  as  at  the 

outset  of  19^0,  but  with  better  prospects  for  some 
advance  as  consumer  incomes  increase,  it  was  reported  today  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Agricultural  Economics.    G-reatest  stimulus  is  the  increased  in- 
dustrial activity  as  production  for  national  defense  expands.     Costs  of 
farm  production  also  are  expected  to  go  up.    Farm  income  will  be  higher 
this  year  than  last,  but  higher  costs  will  offset  part  of  the  gain,  the 
Bureau  said.     Currently,  the  ratio  of  prices  received  by  farmers  to 
prices  paid  is  about  17  percent . below  the  pre-World  War  base  of  100. 
In  the  months  immediately  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  European  V/ar  in 
September  1939.  the  ratio  was  about  25  percent  below  the  pre-World  War 
base.    Year-end  reports  indicated  that  total  supplies  of  food  are  ade- 
quate for  civilian  and  military  needs  during  the  coming  year.    Hogs  are 
practically  the  only  major  commodity  which  will  be  in  smaller  supply  in 
19^1  than  in  19^0.    Large  supplies  of  wheat,  potatoes,  citrus'  fruits, 
dried  fruits,  canned  foods,  truck  crops  and  dairy  products  are  in 
existence  or  in  prospect.    A  near-record  supply  of  feed  for  livestock 
is  on  the  farms  and  in  storage,  but  the  production  of  meats  may  be 
smaller  in  19^1  than  in  19^0,  because  farmers  have  reduced  hog  produc- 
tion in  response  to  low  prices  received  during  the  past  year. 

Small  Volume  In  Year  end  reports  on  the  19^0  loan  programs  for 

Minor  G-rain  Loans      rye,  barley,  and  grain  sorghums  disclosed  relatively 

small  amounts  of  these  crops  entering  the  loan  in 
the  past  season,  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  announced  Saturday. 
On  December  31»  19^0,   closing  date  for  applications  on  rye  and  barley 
loans,  barley  loans  totaling  7,117,062  bushels  valued  at  $2,269,981.57 
had  been  reported. 
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Reed  Made  Chief  ^      Aj)p ointment  of  0.  M.  Reed  as  Chief  of  the 

Cf  SM  Dairy  Unit      Dairy  Division  of  the  SMA  was  announced  Friday  "by 

the  USDA*    Mr.  Heed,  v/hose  appointment  was  effec- 
tive as  of  January  1,  19^1*  has  served  as  acting  chief  of  the  division 
since  Feoruary  1539         has  oeen  connected  v;ith  the  USDA  since  Kovem- 
"ber  1933.  v;hen  he  joined  the  Dairy  Section  staff  of  the  AAA,. 

Food  Stamp  Secretary  vv'ickard  has  -recently  announced  the 

Extensions  extension  of  "che  Food  Stamp  Plan  to  include  '"^ashing 

ton  County,  Minnesota,  and  to  an  area  in  Maine  v;hich 
will  include  the  towns  of  Belfast,   Camden,  Owls  Head,  St.  G-eorge  and 
Thomas ton. 

Expect  Decline  In  A  substantial  decline  in  dairy  production  is 

Europe ' s  Dairying      anticipated  during  l^hO-hl  in  the  normally  large 

surplus  producing  countries  of  north  and  vvestern 
Europe,   ^he  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  said  today.  The 
reduction  is  attributed  mainly  to  depletion  of  dairy  cattle  numbers 
because  of  feed  shortages.    Countries  particularly  affected  are  Den- 
mark, the  i^etherlands ,  Sweden,  Finland,  end  Switzerland.    For  their 
dairy  herds  ths.se  countries  have  depended  on  supplementary  f-eeds  im- 
ported largely  from  overseas.    No  data  on  existing  cattle  numbers  in 
these  co'ontries  are  available,  but  indications  are  that  herds  -  espe- 
cially, in  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  -  have  been  depleted,  and  that 
further  depletions  will  have  to  be  made  during  the  current  v;inter  be- 
cause of  feed  shortages. 

I9U0  USDA  "Fanners  In  A  Changing  V/orld,"  the  I9U0  Year- 

Yearbock  Out  book  of  the  USDA  is  a  fifth  in  the  series  of  survey 

volumes  covering  broad  fields  of  related  sciences. 
The  previous  volumes  have  dealt  with  fields  of  natural  science.  The 
I9UC  Yearbook  is  devoted  to  the  social  sciences  as  they  relate  to  agri- 
culture and  the  farm  —  economics,  history,   finance,  sociolog:/-,  social 
psychology,  anthropology,  education,  political  science. 

Financing  Financial  aid  for  agriculture  will  be  con- 

Mexican  tinued  by  the  Camacho  regime  in  Mexico,   says  Pan 

Agriculture  American  .ITev;s  (December  I9) .     The  present  plan  is 

for  a  gradual  liquidation  of-  the  National  Rank  of 
Ejidal  Credit  (for  farm  collectives)  and  the  strengthening  of  the 
Banco  Agricola.    Previously  the  latter  helped  only  the  small  farmers, 
but  it  will  now  undertake  the  financing  of  all  farm  activity.  It 
probably  will  be  supplemented  by  the  creation  of  local  loan  banks, 
authorized  to  advance  money  on  crops  but  not  on  land. 
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U.  S»  Scientists  "     Qcmmenting  on  the  U.S. A.  rubbei'  suTTeys  in 

In  Latin  America    .    South,  and  Central  -America,  Pan  American  ITews 

(December  I9)  says:   ,'^How  it  is  announ-ced  that 
the  U.  S.  G-eological  Survey  is  also  to  . chart  Latin  American  possi- 
hilities.     Six  experts  are.  being  $=ent  to-rBolivia,  Cuba,  and  Brazil, 
to  explore  for  tin,  tungsten,  manganese,  etc." 

Dishonest  Seed  In.  Country  ^Q-entlesian,  January,  Thomas 

Dealers  Discussed      Lounsbur;'  v/rites.on  ^''.The  Seed  F.acket."  Mr. 

Lounsbury  says. that  honest  seed. firms  outnumber 
the  shady  dealers  ten  to  one,  and  gives  some  suggestions  on  how- 
farmers  can  manage  to  avoid  the  dishonest  seed  dealers. 

Cites  Changes  In  In  "^:and  Policy  P.eview,  Decerx-^n-,  Paul  H. 

Parmer '  s  Life  Johnstone,  of  the  BAE,  writes  on  ''Crass  Eoots 

and  Par  Eorizons.*'    Mr.  Johr.stone,  in  a  fore- 
word,  says  "G-randfather '  s  farm  was  self-sufficient,  independent, 
secure.     Its  people  were  serene  and  happy.     Life  there  was  simple 
and  satisfying.     Its  I60  acres  grew  fruits,  grains,  nuts,  wood, 
vegetables,  even  peanuts  and  tobacco.     Why  can't  we  -return  to  it, 
and  to  that  idyllic  life?"    This  article  is  in  answer  to  this  ques-- 
tion. 

Loans  Por      '  Commenting  on  the  recent  Argentine  loan, 

Latin  Business  Week  (December  lU)  says  that  apart 

America  from  the  credit  angle,  loans  to  Latin  America 

form  an  integral  part  of  the  Administration's 
hemisphere-defense  program.     Similar  loans,  to  other  countries, 
from  the  Treasury's  stabilization  fund,  are  expected  nov/  that  the 
precedent  has  been  established.  . 

British  Credits  The  whole  problem  of  credits  to  Britain 

And  Defense  must  be  considered  also  in  the  light  of  hemisphere 

defense  and  in  relation  to  our  present  commitments 
in  Latin  America  and  China  which  are  tightly  bound  up  with  British 
interests,   says  Nev/sweek  for  December  ib»     There  is  growing  talk  in 
Washington  of  a  gigantic  deal  that  v/o^ild  call  for  the  adjustment  and 
gradual  liauidaLion  of  the  British  v/orld  v/ar  debt  as  v:ell  as  the 
granting  of  new  v/ar  credits  in  exchange  for  pledging  all  British 
dollar  balances  and  securities  (perhaps  her  commercial  interest  in 
the  Caribbean) . 

Irrigation  The  Mexican  G-overnment  recently  PnnO'Onced 

In  Mexico  that  during  19^1,  55,000,800  pesos  (about 

$11,000,000)  will  be  spent  on  irrigation.  Water, 
rather  than  disputed  ownership,  remains  the  key  to  Mexico's  agricul- 
tural production,  says  Pan  American  News  for  December  19» 
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Appointment  of  Morse  Salisbury  as  Director 
of  Information  for  the  USDA  was  announced  Monday 

  by  Secretary  V/ickard.    Mr.  Salisbury  succeeds 

Milton  S.  Eisenhower,  who  was  made  permanent  Land 
Use  Coordinator  on  January  1.    For  the  past  three  years  Mr.  Eisenhower 
has  served  both  as  Land  Use  Coordinator  and  as  Director  of  Information, 

I9U0  "AGRICULTURAL  The  I5U0  edition  of  ^Agricultural  Statistics" 

STATISTICS"  has  been  coming  from  the  press  during  the  last 

AVAILABLE  few  weeks,  and  each  Bureau  has  a  supply  for  distri- 

bution to  its  workers.     The  15^0  book  is  consid- 
erably larger  than  previous  editions,  the  main  addition  being  a  series 
of  tables  relating  to  farmers  loans  or  agricultural  finance.  Workers 
in  the  Department  who  have  not  yet  received  a  copy  of  "Agricultural 
Statistics"  should  inquire  of  their  Bizreau  information  office. 


NO  JAPANESE 
CLOTH  INPLUX  SEEN 


From  New  York.  January  6,  the  Ap  says  that 
  Dr.  Claudius  T.  Murchison,  president  of  the  Cotton- 
Textile  Institute,  said  Monday  that  "no  alarming 
influx  of  Japanese  cotton  goods  may  be  feared"  at  present,  despite 
the  lapse  of  an  agreement  controlling  such  shipments.     Such  assur- 
ances, said  the  Cotton-Textile  Institute,  v/ere  given  directly  to  Dr. 
Murchison.     "The  present  decision  of  the  Japanese, Dr.  Murchison 
added,  "to  continue  a  policy  of  restriction  is  a  voluntary  action, 
wholly  unsolicited  by  the  American  industry  and  designed  to  demonstrate 
the  good  will  of  the  Japanese  textile  interests  during  this  period  of 
high  tension  between  the  two  countries." 


EXPORTS  OP  V/HEA.T,  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  7, 

PLOUR  DOWN  kl%  says  that  exports  of  U.S.  wheat  during  July- 

November  totaled  above  eighteen  million  bushels, 
including  flour  in  terms  of  grain,  but  were  hi  percent  belov/  the  com- 
parable figure  for  last  season,  according  to  preliminary  trade  statis- 
tics of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,     The  volume  of 
Novem.ber  shipments  v/as,  hov/ever,  just  about  unchanged,  slightly  more 
than  U, 000, 000  bushels,  largely  because  of  more  active  trade  in  flour. 
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Canada  Pweports  From  Ottawa,  January  6,  the  CP  says  that 

Record  Crop  Income    cash  income  from  the  sale  of  Canadian  farm  crops 

in  19^0,  estimated  at  $71^,6S5 ,000 ,  was  the  high- 
est since  1929»  according  to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.  This 
figure  compares  with  $702,79^,000  in  1939-     In  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  cash  income  was  much  higher  than  correspondingly  in  1939 »  "^^"^ 

•  during  the  'second  half  crop  aggregat-e  marketings  were  sharply— reduced. 

Russian  Order's  ■  ■  •    :    ■  '  v ■  The  IJew  .  York  :Time s  ,  January  -7 i  say s  that  -  .., 
'Here  Off         '  orders-placed .v/ith  li.-S;  producers  last  month  •'by 

-txhe  SoYiet.  Union -ran  slightly  ahove  $5,000,000-, 
■according  to  estimates  by  foreign  traders.    The  total  represents ~new 
■•■''■•business -and  has  no  -relation  to  the  shipments  of  finished  .goods,  which 
■ -may  haTs  been  made  to  Russia  during  December.    The  ,  figure  ,  is.. consider- 
ably lower  than  exporters  had  forecast  during  the  I'd!!. 

Says  French  Ration-- .       ■  J'rom  Vichy,  -  January  6v  the  UP  says  that.., , 
'• '''  Dangerously  Meager    Charles  Achardy  general  secretary  of  the  Trench 

•  ■  -  ■-•.■:'  Academy  of  ■  Medicine ,  said  Monday  that  a 'Frenchman 
'Would  have  -to  stay  In  bed  to  keep,  aliye  on  the  1,200  calories  of  food 

'"-■per  day -alio  v/ed  under  the  present  governm.ent  ■  rat  ion. .-.  He -asserted  -  that 
Frenchmen  must  "find  much  more  non-rationed  food  to  be  able  to,  work •and 
live.'^  .       .  ■         '.i.:;--::/  ■ 

New  ■York  -Milk  .The  USjA  antiounced  Monday  that  the  referendum 

Refer  end  u.-"!  J  an .  21  ■    on  amendments  •"cc  th.e  Federal  order  regujra  ting  the 

-      ■    ■  •  ,  ...handling  of  milk,  in  -the  ITew  York  metropolitan' 

marketing  area  vrill  be  held  Tuesda'?",  January  21,  I9HI..     Secre^^-ry  ; 
¥ickard  has  designated  N.  J.. Cladakis,  market  admAnist rat or  under  the 
•'order  in  the  Few  York  milk,  market,  as  agent  to  conduct  the  referendum. 

National  Forest.  - .-.  A.  total  of  213  permits  for  "organization 

•-■'Camps  Increase        '    camps"  are  nov;  in  force  on  the  National  Forests, 
•■  ■  •  ■    -  -  ■■  ■      according  to  the  Forest  Service.  Organization, 

camps  on  National  Forest  areas,  .an  a.ctivity  pioneered,  by  the  , Soy  and 
G-irl  Scout    troops  many  years  ago,  have  expanded  from  year  to  year 

•  ■  and •- t-oda.y  include  Cam.p' Fire  C-irls •,  U- H  Clubs,  varipus  church  groups, 

frat'ernal  organizations,  and  college  study  groups.'   A  nun.ber-of  muni- 

•  cipalities  also  have  established  health  camps  and  re.habilita-tion  camps, 

•  tha  Forest  Service  said.     .  .- 
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Control  Of 


Peach  Pests. 


In  Farm  and  Ranch,  January,  ¥.  S. ,  McG-regor, 
Entomologist,  and  C.  M.  W.atkins ,  Plant  Pathologist, 
write  on  "Control  of , Over-Wintering  Peach; Pest s. " 
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Colomljian  Among  important  items  passed  "by  the  Colombian 

Legislation  Congress,  which  adjourned  in  Decem"ber,  were  the 

ratification  of  the  Washington  coffee  quota  agree- 
ment and  the  approval  of  a  large  national  defense  loan,  says  Pan 
American  News  for  December  I9.     The  latter  "bill  provides  for  a  30  mil- 
lion peso  loan,  plus  an  additional  20  million  pesos  if  the  government 
should  think  it  necessary. 

Farmer's  Share  In  Country  Gentleman,  January,  S.  H.  Taylor 

In  Defense  writes  on  "The  Farmer's  Share  in  Defense."  Mr. 

Taylor  says  that  the  farmers  will  "benefit  from  the 
national  defense  program,  but  not  as  much  as  some  other  groups,  includ- 
ing skilled  and  semi-skilled  labor  and  industry. 

Experimental  Lab  Coastal  Cattleman,  January,  says  that  tv/o 

For  Bacteria  Tests    Eastern  exr^erts.  Dr.  -Torman  B.  McCullough,  of 

Detroit,  and  Leo  Dick  of  Marshfield,  Wisconsin, 
have  arrived  at  the  University  of  Texas  to  assist  in  the  school's  new 
laboratory  to  investigate  bacteria  causing  undulant  fever  in  humans 
and  contagious  abortion  in  cattle,  according  to  an  announcement  by  Dr. 
Vernon  T.  Schiahardt ,  bacteriologist  in  charge  of  the  research  project. 
A  laboratory  will  be  completed  shortly  for  the  project,  siDonsored 
jointly  by  the  University  and  the  Clayton  Foundation  of  Houston. 


Vitamins  Needed  In  Poultry  Trib^xne,  January,  there  is  a  de- 

By  Poultry  tailed  chart  of  vitamins  needed  by  poultry,  with 

their  chief  sources  and  important  functions,  com- 
piled by  Dr.  L.  C.  Norris  of  Cornell  University. 

Says  Cicada' s  Dr.  Gregory  Thoennes  of  St.  Mary's  College, 

Harm  Under-Rated        Winona,  Minnesota,  says  that  seventeen-year  cica- 
das may  do  more  harm  to  trees  than  is  commonly 
supposed.    He  has  kept  track  of  trees  affected  by  an  outbreak  of 
these  insects  in  Misso^-iri  six  years  ago,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  consequences  of  the  excessive  egg-deposition  in  the  rind  of  young 
twigs  are  being  too  lightly  dism.issed  by  biologists.    He  says  that  in 
the  case  of  orchard  trees  especially,  m-easurements  made  for  the  past 
six  years  indicate  a  marked  decrease  in  the  yearly  growth  of  injured 
branches.   (Science  Service), 


Reports  On  In  the  January  Scientific  Monthly,  E.  C. 

Patio  Ejihibit  Auchter,  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  makes 

a  detailed  report  on  the  exhibit  that  was  held  by 
the  Bureau  in  the  patio  of  the  Administration  Building  in  November. 
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Hut r it ion  And  In  The  Journal  of  the  American  Veterinary 

Keproduction  Medical  Association,  January,  T.  S.  Sutton,  of 

the  Department  of  Animal  Husbandry,  Ohio  State 
University,  writes  on  "The  Role  of  Nutrition  in  Reproduction." 

Inter-American  A  sequel  to  the.  Patzcuaro  (Mexico)  Indian 

Indian  Institute        Conference  was  the  signing  by  IT.  S.  Ambassador 

Daniels,  acting  for  the  United  States,  of  a  con- 
vention for  the  establishment  of  an  Inter-American  Indian  Institute. 
(Pan  American  News,  December  19.) 

Sees  ?armer  In  The  Parmer,  December  28,  G-ilbert  Gusler, 

Profits  Rising  Markets  Editor,  says  that  farming  should  pay  bet- 

ter in  19^1  than  in  the  last  fev;  years.    Mr.  G-usler 
discusses  the  factors  which  promise  to  boost  farm  income. 

Legume  Silage  The  U.  S.  Egg  and  Poultry  Magazine,  January, 

As  Poultry  Peed  includes  a  discussion  of  legume  silage  as  poultry 

feed.    The  article  says  that  a  five-year  experi- 
ment proves  that  birds  fed  silage,  in  addition  to  a  basic  ration,  show 
these  advantages:     l)  Greater  zest  in  eating  and  more  feed  eaten  per 
day;  2)  Increase  in  weight  over  poultry  not  receiving  silage;  and  3) 
Better  physical  condition  as  determined  by  appearance,  vitality,  weight 
production,  egg  production  and  post-mortem  examination. 

Choline  In  The  North  Americar.  Veterinarian,  January, 

Chick  Diets  says  that  Abbott  and  DeMasters,  of  the  Plorida  Ex- 

periment Station,  have  found  that  the  addition,  of 
choline  to  the  basal  diet  of  chickens  (on  a  milk-rice  diet  supplemented 
v/ith  vitamins)  "increased  egg  production,  decreased  mortality,  inhibited 
abortion  of  egg  yolks,  and  decreased  the  percentage  of  fatty  acids  in 
the  livers."     It  would  appear  that  phosphatides  are  not  readily  synthe- 
sized by  the  hen. 

Minerals  In  In  Coastal  Cattleman,  January,  M.  G.  Snell, 

Cattle  Feeding    .       Associate  Professor  of  Animal  Husbandry,  Louisiana 

State  University,  v/rites  a  "Consideration  of  Proper 
Minerals  Important  in  Peeding  of  Coastal  Beef  and  Dairy  Cattle." 

Chilean  Chilean  authorities  in  December  decreed  the 

Exchange  Decree  suspension  of  annual  foreign  debt  retirements  as  a 

partial  cure  for  exchange  difficulties,  says  Pan 
American  News  for  December  I9.     This  measure,  it  is  said,  will  provide 
the  Exchange  Control  Board  with  about  $6,000,000  in  dollar  exchange  to 
finance  essential  imports  and  to  liquidate  accumulated  exchange  arrears 
owed  American  Exporters. 
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BRITAIM  TO  EASE  Washington  City  News  Service,  January  S, 

FOOD  BLOCKADE.  .  says.,  in  a  dispatch  from  London,  that,  the  . 

Ministry  of  Economic  Warfare  said  today  :.that  ,  .. 
in  response  to  a' personal  request  "by.  President  Roosevelt,  Great 
Britain  has  agreed  to  passage  through  the  "blockade  of  a  shipload 
of  American  vitamin  concentrates,  dried  milk  and  similar  supplies 
for  unoccupied  France. 

FIBER  USE  AT  PEAPZ  The  New  York  Times,  January  g,  says  that 

IN  3  TEXTILE  LINES    consumption  of  fibers  in  I9I1O  established 

records  in  three  of  the  four  major  textile  ' 
fields,  according  to  estimates  published  Tuesday  in  The  Textile' 
Organon.    Cotton,  wool  and  rayon  use  established  new  highs,  but 
oonsumption  of  rav/  silk  wa;s  the  lov/est  in  twenty  years  due,  accord- 
ing to  the  Organon,  "to  its  replacement  by  rayon  in  many  important 
consumer  product s. "    Cotton  consumption  was  put  at  about  8,000,000 
bales,  a  gain  of  eight  percent  over  1939* 

WEIL  BROS.  REPORT  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  g, 

CROP  UNDER  USDA         says  that  the  Weil  Brothers,  Montgomery,  Alabama, 

in  their  -semi-monthly  crop  letter,  said  Tuesday 
that  the  cotton  crop  would  fall  short  of  the  12,686,000  bales  last  . 
,est4;mated  by  the  USDA,  and  that  a  total  of  3,500,000  bales  either 
are.' -in  , the  loan  or  privately  financed  by  the  banks  currently, 

N.Y.-  PENNY  MILK         .        The  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  January  8,  says 
PUTS  SALES  UP  ■         -  that  the  penny  milk  program  in  the  New  York  public 

schools  has  become  so  popular  since  its  inaugura- 
tion last  October  that  the  children  are  now  drinking  nearly  five  times 
as  much  milk  as  they  were  last  September,  N.  J.  Cladakis,  administrator 
pf  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Milk  Area,  reported  Tuesday.    The  program 
is  currently  being  conducted  in  I30  schools,  where  it  reaches  approxi- 
mately 128,000  school  children  daily.     It  is  expected  eventually  to 
affect  between  ^00  and  60O  schools. 
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Argentina,  Urag'jay  Prom  Buenos  Aires,  January  7f  a  Nev;  York 

Plan  Customs  Union    Journal  of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that 

Argentina  and  Uruguay  have  started  negotiations 
with  a  viev;  to  establishing  a  customs  Tinion  "between  the  tv.-o  coun- 
tries.    The  first  confersnce  has  "been  held  at  Colonia,  Uruguay, 
"between  the  Argentine  Foreign  Minister,  Dr.  Julio  Eoca,  and  the 
Uruguayan  Foreign  Minister,  Dr,  Alberto  G-uani .    A  second  meeting 
"between  the  tv;o  ministers  and  their  delegations  is  scheduled  to 
"be  held  in  Buenos  Aires  in  the  near  future. 

Certified  Milk  The  New  York  Times,  January  S,  says  that 

Sales  Off  certified  milk  sales  have  decreased  since 

September  1,  due  to  "an  apDarent  misconception 
by  the  public  that  certified  ^ilk  is  no  longer  available,"  according 
to  a  statement  by  Dr.  Joseph  C,  Regan,  chairman  of  the  milk  commis- 
sion of  the  Kings  County  Medical  Society,  made  public  Tuesday  by  the 
Certified  Milk  Producers  Association  of  America.    Normal  sales,  the 
Association  said,  were  20,000  quarts  a  day  until  September  1,  when 
the  grading  of  milk  sold  in  Nev:  York  City  was  abolished  and  one 
grade,  "approved,"  v:as  established.     Certified  milk,  however,  the 
Association  said,  v;as  specifically  exempt  from  the  new  ruling. 

Mill  Margins  The  Nev;  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January 

Narrov:  As  8,  says  that  the  manufacturing  margin  of  cotton 

Cotton  Prices  Up       goods,  representing  the  spread  between  costs  of 

cotton  and  selling  prices  of  cotton  products, 
narrov/ed  on  all  classifications  during  the  past  v/eek.     Inasmuch  as 
cloth  prices  have  mainly  held  steady  over  the  recent  past,  the  con- 
traction appeared  to  be  due  to  the  advance  in  cotton  prices  to 
nearly  the  highest  levels  of  the  season. 

Sugar  Price  Hange  The  Nev;  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  8, 

Lov/est  In  19^0  says  that  the  highest  price  for  rav;  sugar,  cost 

and  freight  basis  at  Nev;  York,  during  19^0  was 
2.05^  per  pound  and  was  established  on  August  21.    The  lowest  price 
was  1.71^  psr  pound  and  v;as  recorded  on  August  21.     The  j-early 
fluctuation-  oi'..r,3^  per  pound  between  the  high  and  low  is  the  smallest 
on  record. 

Big.  Cheese  Cargo  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Jan^uary  8, 

In- From  Argentina      says  that  former  importers  of  cheese  from  Italy- 
continue  to  buy  large  quantities  of  the  Argentina 
Italian-style  product,  the  Moore-McCormack  liner  Uruguay  arriving 
Tuesday  in  New  York  with  nearly  10,000  cases.     There  were  also  9OO 
bundles  of  cheese  on  board. 
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Puerto  Rico  Sets  From  San  Juan ,■  Puerto  Hico ,  January  7,  a 

High  Cane  Prices       New  York  Times  dispatch  says  that  Panos 

Cassellas,  appearing  for  the  Puerto,  Rico  Sugar  '  ' 
Producers  Association,  said  Tuesday  that  prices  received  "by  indepen^ 
dent  sugar  cane  producers  in  Puerto  Rico  are  higher  than  those  in  any 
other  domestic  cane-producing  area  supplying  the       -S.  market.  He 
made  this  statement  at  a  hearing  before  Garibaldi  La  Ouardia,  sitting 
for  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.    The  conference  was  called  to  determine 
a  fair  price  for  cane  for  icl|l.    The  witness  said  that  last  year  there 
v/as  an  increase  in  return  to  the  growers  over  I938-39,  v;hen  they  re-  ■ 
ceived  65.7  percent  of  the  mill  ret^orn  for  sugar,  as  compared  with 
59.1  percent  for  Louisiana  and  53.3  percent  for  Florida. 

Pood  Stamp  Secretary  Wickard  has  recently  announced 

Extensions  the  extension  of  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  to  include 

Jerauld  and  Clay  Counties  in  South  Dakota,  and 
to  an  area  in  Utah  which  will  include  the  Counties  of  Box  Elder, 
Cache.  Daggett,  Davis,  Morgan  and  Rich.    The  extension  of  the  Stamp 
Plan  to  these  six  counties  in  Utah  brings  all  counties  in  the  State 
under  the  program. 

Weather  According  to  the  Weather  and  Crop  Bulletin, 

Report  because  of  v;idespread  rains  and  v/et  fields,  to- 

gether \'!izh  rather  lov/  temperatures  in  the  in- 
terior and  Northv/est  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  conditions  were 
unfavorable'  for  outside  operations  on  farms  and  v;ork  was  inactive. 
In  the  South,  while  fields  are  mostly  too  wet  for  work,  ample 
moisture' and  moderate  temperatures  promoted  normal  grov/th  of  winter 
vegetation,  except  in  some  sections  v;here  there  v;as  too  much  moisture, 
especially  in  the  lover  Mississippi  Valley.    Dry,  sunshiny  weather  is 
needed  throughout  the  Southern  States.    V/hile  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  had  abnormally  low  temperatures  in  much  of  the  Winter  Wheat  Belt, 
there  is  no  indication  of  material  harm.     The  wheat  crop  generally 
continues  in  satisfactory  condition,  and  in  much  of  the  western  belt 
it  is  excellent.    Fields'  continue  too  wet  for  pasturing  in  the 
southern  Great  Plains.     In  the  extreme  upper  Mississippi  Valley,  es- 
pecially southern  Minnesota,  ice-covered  fifelds  are  unfavorable',  v/hile 
wheat  was  subjected  to  subzero  temperatures,  v;ith  only  scanty  snow 
protection,  east  of  the  Divide  in  Montana.     There  is  a  light  to  ;-" 
moderate  snov;  cover  in  eastern  Washington  v/hich  affords  some  protection. 
In  the  Southern  States  and  the  south  Pacific  area  conditions  favored 
normal  grov;th  of  small-grain  crops. 

Article  On  Avian  In  The'  Journal  of  the  American  Veterinary 

Staphylococcosi s        Medical  Association,  January,  Erwin  Jungherr 

and  W,        Plastridge,  of  the  Storrs  (Connecticut) 
Experiment  Station,  write  on  "Avian  Staphylococcosis." 


H.o-U  LTOi,         5  -  ^  -  January  2,  I9U1. 

Find  New  Jurkey  _  _  Th^  ITorth  American  Veterinarian,  January,  says 

Di sease  .Organi sm      " •  that'  ^Curkfe^^^^^   "are  :often  infected  V£uh,'pB3:!a.1^yp^^^ 

"s^^'s'r'v  T^^i:i  ^'bacillX';^d  a  't'ypes  of/5aiffi;baiBM:a.,.h^^ 

Jh^ec^'  ^ftUIiK'''i.Q^''fee  ^^atHogenic  :^oX  file's e  ■M'rds.  ' Recently  a  new  serologic 
type-  has  .b_een^.j.  solaced  fr  pin ''cases  of  intermit  tent'  di"s-easV- in^^  a- ••flo^ik 
of.  poults  . .in  '  Calif qrn.ia.^.  known  as-' t^he-  Salmbii-BlUa- 

Cjalif  orn.ia,  v/as  .i-so,l'ated. 'in;~two  distinct  -outbreklcsv'''  "Fn -bhe' -gro^p-^^^^^ 
.41  ss-as. el  occurred  in  _"bir\is  six  days  old  and  a' mprtallty  of  2^--^|fe 
^yiajs  .Te.acii.e'd.  wit  hi  a  ^a-'we'ek."  '  [ .         "  '  "  .•     --V-  ••  o  :  .■■■j-zz)Oo  odi  10^: 


! 


A  Program.  Of  .  .  '  '  ''^  "..,  'fp-  the  Ohio' Farm  Bureau  lTews',--Januabry?,"^  Muriray 
Action  For  19^\^,- 5-'  I^..  -line din feecutl ve  Secretafy  "  of  ^the  ■.Ohi6' '-^ar-m 

Bureau'Federation,  vnrites  on'  ''A'-Progi^M 
for  .19^1      .  Mr, ^  Lincoln  emphasiz.es  the  importance  of  the  European  war 
to  -American  agriculture.       „^!."       '     '  J  l.i^^i 

Speed  -  Blossoming  '        i  \  '  /Science  Nev/s  Let  ter '  January       says  that 
Of  l^ruit  Trees, '"Professor  C.       'Vinson  of  the 'University  of -Mid- 
r.>i^-:p  ;.:.4         ^.'v'l.r.i'! '  sdur.i  re;6ort.ed  recently  that' an  extract^ ^^f  last" 
yearns  'dead!" 'leaves  will  delay  the  opening  of  next  year ^'S  huds -on  Gii-t 
fruit-tree  tv/igs  set  in  it,    A  contrary  effect  on -peach'^^'tv/igs ,  "^fdrGing 
the , flowering  at  an  earlier  date,  was  ohtained  with  several  organic 
acids  commonly '.found  in  plant  tissues  — ^succinic,  maleic,  fumar.ic^and 
malic,  ..Tannic,  acid  had  an  effect  sim.ilar -to  that  of  the  dead-leaf- 
extra.ct .,  .hindering  flower  opening,    The  experiments  reported  "by 
Professor  .Vincent  are  prelimiiiary  steps  in  a  search --for  -a  cdmpoiiiid'- 
that  can  "be '  sprayed  qn'^ dormant  fruit  -  trees  in  early  spring  ^  -to  "'pire-'' 
yent  .them  from  blossoming  too  early  and- then  getting 'caught -^5?"  fro  it , 
, at  present  a  source  of  great  loss  in- northern  orchard  regioli'sy ^  - ■■ 

"  C al f  Vac c i na t  i oh  -  '  '   '     'Ih'the  Journal  of  the  American  Vetei^ihaijy 

pAnd  "Pang' s  li'sease    Medical  Association,- January-,  Johh  !R.-M6hl%r - 

'      .A.  "ErWight-  and; 

.Animal'  Industry,."  write  on  "Calfhood  Vaccination'  as-  an  Aid- 'is'  Co'^pefa- 
live"  Bang' s  Disease  (-Bcyine  Prucellosis)  Control.''  '  The 'authors 
.oxpress  .  appreciation."  to  Adolph  3ichhorn  and  A.  B.  Crav/ford  ,"  of  •  thfe' 

.Animal' Disease  Station,,  Beitsviile,  for  "valued  assistance  in  the 
ipTei)arat ion.  of  this,  report :  .  : 

Pro  hi  ems  Of  Hog-  ...  ^  .  The. 'Joiirnal  of-  the  American  Veterinai^y^  Medical 
.  Cholera'  Control;  '"  '""^  Asso.ci.ation, '  January  ,'  includes '  an  article  '13/  J,  W. 

G-iff  ee  on  ■  "4  Cross  Sect  ion  of  Borne -Swine  Pr 
as  Viewed  "by  a  Bureau  Veterinarian  bh  Hag-"€hoi-era-  ContrdlV-  .  -'^"J-^i; 
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U«  S,  TRAJDE  .  "Charges  that  ' ant i -American'  agents  have 

HURT  BY  filtered  into  positions  of  responsibility  with 

ALIEN  AGEIJTS  United  States  business  firms,  and  have  committed 

acts  damaging  to  this  country's  trade  v/ith  Latin 
America  v/ere  made  yesterday  "by  Nelson  A,  Rockefeller,  coordinator  of 
commercial  and  cultural  relations  "between  the  American  republics," 
according  to  the  Washington  Post  of  January  9»     "'^.^hile  Rockefeller 
declined  to  identify  the  agents  as  representatives  of  any  particular 
nation,  officials  left  no  doubt  that  Germany,  and,  to  a  lesser  extent 
Italy  and  Japan  are  involved.    In  a  prepared  statement,  Rockefeller 
described  the  disclosure  as  'a  serious  concern  from  a  defense  point 
of  view, ' " 


MEAT  RATION  "The  British  meat  ration,  cut  only  yesterday 

CUT  AG-AIN  to  the  equivalent  of  32  cents  worth  per  week,  v/as 

IN  ENGLAND  sharply  reduced  again  tonight  —  this  time  to  the 

equivalent  of  23  cents  worth  —  after  a  virtually 
meatless  week-end,"  according  to  a  story  in  the  Washington  Post  from 
London  January  "Because  of  the  diversion  of  shipments  for  war 

purposes,  the  food  ministry  said,  it  v/ill  be  necessary  to  vary  the 
ration  at  short  notice  in  the  next  few  months  v/ithin  the  range  of 
about  21  to  62  cents." 


$1,013,903,^93    .  '^Appropriations  for  agriculture  totaling 

FARM  AID  ASKED  $1,013,905,^93,  including  kk^.SGG.lGo  of  cash 

OE  CONGRESS  funds  for  parity  benefit  payments  during  the 

fiscal  year  I9U2,  was  recommended  to  Congress 
today  by  the.  President , "  according  to  a  January  8  Washington  dis- 
patch, in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce.     "In  addition  the 
President  asked  authority  to  incur  additional  obligations  not  ex- 
ceeding ^^162 ,000,000  for  parity  payments,  making  a  total  of 
$211,866,160  available  for  the  purpose," 


FOOD  STAMP  Secretary  Wickard  announced  January  S,  that 

EXTENSIONS  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  for  distributing  surplus  ag- 

ricultural commodities  will  be  extended  to  the 
city  of  Jamestovrn,  New  York;-  and  to  an  area  in  Maine  which  will  in- 
clude the  towns  of  Brownville,  Dexter,  Dover-Foxcrof t ,  Greenville,  ■• 
Guilford,  Milo,  Monson,  and  Sangerville. 
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CCC  Announces  The  CCC  will  make  loans  on  I9U0  Burley 

Loan  On  Burley  tobacco  through  farmer  cooperative  associations, 

Tobacco  Crop  it  v/as  announced  yesterday  by  the  USDA,  The 

program  v/ill  go  into  effect  immediately  v;ith 
authorization  for  loans  totaling  not  more  than  $6,000,000  on  not  to 
exceed  30  million  pounds  of  tobacco.     The  rate  will  vary  for  dif- 
ferent grades  and  v/ill  not  exceed  75  percent  of  the  parity  for  'the 
grade.    The  loans  will  be  payable  on  demand  not  later  than  October 
1,  19^3*    Loans  y\W  be  available  only  to  grovrers  participating  in 
the  AAA  Farm  Program.    Department  officials  said  the  loan  is  being 
made  to  strengthen  current  market  prices  and  to  enable  grov/ers  to 
carry  over  some  of  their  grades  of  tobacco  for  which  prices  nov;  are 
unusually  low,  and  for  v;hich  improvement  of  prices  is  likely  v/hen 
the  present  surplus  supply  is  eliminated,  . 

U>S.  Larder  Safe  From  Schenectady,  January.  2,  the  UP  reports 

From  Shortage,       '.    that  Paul  S.  V/illis,  president  of  the  Associated 

C-rocery  Manufacturers  Association,  says  that 
American  hcusev/ives  need  never  experience  the  food-gathering  diffi- 
culties modern  war  methods  have  brought  to  other  countries.  The 
reason  is  the  far-flung  food  industry.    The  netv/ork  of  growers, 
processors  and  marketers  of  food  has  no  bottleneck  of  centralized 
home  area  where  a  concentrated  attack  could  cripple  the  supply,  says 
Mr.  Ivillis,  v/hose  organization  members  distribute  approximately 
$U, 000, 000, COO  -of  food, 

C-ood  V/heat  Crop  "The  I9U1  European  V/inter '  wheat  crop,  which 

Foreseen  In  is  vital  to  Axis  prosecution  of  the  war,  gives 

Europe  every  indication  of  being  satisfactory,  according 

to  an  international  Institute  of  Agriculture 
survey  issued  here  today,"  says  a  U,P,  dispatch  from  Rome  on  Jan,  8, 

_Chan.ge  Apple  "A  new  way  of  attacking  the  old  problem  of 

Bearing  V/ith  biennial  bearing  of  apple,  trees  v/as  suggested 

Caustic  Spray  before  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 

ment of  Science  in  Philadelphia  by  J.  H,  Macness 
and  L,  P,  Batjer  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,"  according 
to  the  Nev/  York  Times  of  January  9,  Success  was  achieved  in  "chang- 
ing over"  an  orchard  by  the  use  of  caustic  sprays,  put  on  v/hen  the 
blossoms  v;ere  in  the  early  pink  stage,  thus  killing  the  blossoms  and 
preventing  a  set  of  the  fruit  in  1939 .  A  normal  crop  of  fruit  was 
set  in  I9U0. 

Wound  Healing  In  The  Journal  of  the  American  Veterinary 

In  Sheep  Association,  January,  W,  G,  Andberg,  of  the 

Minnesota  Experiment  Station,  v/rites  on  "V/ound 

Healing  in  Sheep," 
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Seas  Int State.-  '  "Under  the  pressure  of  national  . necessity , 

Ear r  1  e r s  Fal  1  i ng ■    many  of  the  trade  barriers  which  were  erected 

between  states  during -the  depression  years  are 
being  taken  down.    The  three  -Pacific  Coast  states  have  reached  ian 
agreement  regarding  the  transportation  of  poultry,  which  was  formerly 

made  difficult  by  law  Midwest ern, and  Eastern  regional  meetings  have 

laid  the  groundwork  for  common  inspection  standards  fcrr  dairy  products, 
which  v;ill  remove  the;  restrictions  nov;  imposed  by  law  on  this  trade. 
These  are  steps  in  the  right  direction  and  should  be  continued," 
(Editorial  in  the  Bismarck  Tribune,  December 

Chemical  Helps  Professor  J,  C,  Ireland,  of .  Oklahoma.  Agri- 

Cotton  Yield  cultural  and  Mechanical  College,  repoirted  . 

recently  to  a  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of 
Plant  Physiologists  that  cotton  yields  were  boosted  by  a  third  in 
experimental  plots  sprayed  daily  for  three  weeks  during  July,  vith  a 
one-to-one-million  solution  of  the  grov/th-promo ting  chemical,  indole 
acetic  acid,     "This  v/ould  suggest  that  the  use  of  a  syn^thetic 
hormone  causes  the  cotton  plants  to  develop  more  bolls  to  maturity," 
said  Professor  Ireland.     "There  is  an  apparent  increased  vigor  of 
the  plants,  probably  due  to  an  increased  rate  of  the  use  of  plant 
fpodSi"     (Science  Service) 

Research  In  In  The  Leghorn  World,  January,  Dr.  0,  J, 

Worm  Treatments  .       Mayfield  discusses  the  worm  treatments  now  being 

developed  by  modern  research.    He  tells  of 
testing  new  drugs  for  their  efficacy  and  safety  In  the"removal  of 
Roundvjorms  and  the  heads  of  Tapeworm.s, 

Corn  In  The  A  bibliography  on  "Corn  in  the  Development 

Americas  of  the  Civilization  of  the  Americas"  has  been 

compiled  by  three  workers  of  the  BAE  library. 

On  Hog  Cholera  The  North  American  Veterinarian,  January, 

Immunization  includes  an  article  by  L,  A.  Dykstra  of  the 

Cutter  Laboratories,  Galesburg,  Illinois,  giving 
some  previously  unpublished  facts  pertaining  to  hog  cholera  immuniza- 
tion, 

Mexican  Tobacco  The  Western  Tobacco  Journal,  December  3I, 

Consumption  Up    •        says  that  consumption  of  leaf  tobacco  by  domestic 

manufacturers  in  Mexico  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  current  fiscal  year  amounted  to  28.7  million  pounds, 
an  increase  of  approximately  2. percent,  as  compared  with  the  same 
period  a  year  ago,  according  to  a  report  from  Agricultural  Attache 
L.  B,  Mallory  at  Mexico  City.    Mexico  imports  only  small  quantities 
of  tobacco,  and  approximately  99  percent  of  the  leaf  consumption  in 
factories  is  grown  in  the  country, 


'Vol.  I/XXX,  No.  6 


-  1+  - 


January  9»  19^^* 


BAI  Scientists  On  The  North  American  Veterinarian,  January, 

Chicken  Disease         includes  a. report  on  critical  tests  with  tetra- 

alkyl  tin  compounds  for  the  removal  of 
Raillietina  cesticillus  from  experimentally  infected  chickens.  The 
report  is  "by  James  E.  Guthrie,  William  S.  Powick  and  David  Bandel 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

Europe  Cannot  There  is  little  prospect  that  the  Danube 

Expect  Much  Food       Basin  will  "be  ahle  this  winter  to  supply  the 
Erom  DanuTje  Basin     'Axis  Powers  with  the  large  quantities  of  food, 

feed  and  fibers  formerly  imported  "by  the  "blockaded 
countries  of  Europe  from  overseas  says  Foreign  Agriculture.    The  re- 
port "Wartime  Agricultural  Surpluses  of  the  Danube  Basin,"  by  Dr. 
Frederick  Strauss,  also  indicates  serious  difficulties  in  any  rapid 
expansion  in  Danubian  export  surpluses  in  the  event  of  a  protracted 
war. 

CCC  Issues  Commodity  loan  programs  in  the  past  seven 

Annual  Report  years  have  operated  to  "increase  farm  prices,  to 

stabilize  farm  prices  and  to  assure  adequate 
supplies  of  farm  products,"  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  stated 
today  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Corporation  to  the  Secretary,  It 
was  pointed  out  that  today  farmers  have  to  meet  so  many  contractual 
obligations  and  other  fixed  expense.s  that  they  are  likely  to  suffer 
serious  privations  if  prices  of  farm  products  should  be  permitted  to 
fall  too  drastically  for  even  one  marketing  season.     "These  loan 
programs,"  the  report  said,  "possibly  meant  the  difference  between  5 
and  9  cent  cotton,  25  s^nd.  57  cent  corn,  and  10  and  20  cent  tobacco,  35 
and  65  cent  v/heat ,  I5  and  25  cent  butter,  v;ith  similar  differences 
for  several  other  crops. 

Books  On  The  Social  Science  Reading  Room  (3906  South 

Latin  Building)  has  recently  acquired  four  books  on 

America  Latin  America.    They  are  Latin  America,  Its  Place 

in  World  Life,  by  S.  G-.  Inman;  V/hither  Latin 
America?  by  F.  Tannenbaum;  a  recent  edition  of  Prescott's  History  of 
the  Conquest  of  Mexico  and  History  of  the  Conquest  of  Peru;  and  a 
revised  edition  of  History  of  the  Latin  American  Nations,  by  W.  S. 
Robertson, 

Necrotic  Enteritis  The  North  American  Veterinarian,  January, 

In  California  says  thet  necrotic  enteritis  is  reported  to  be 

more  prevalent  among  grain-fed  hogs  than  those 
fed  garbage  on  California  ranches.    This  is  in  line  with  the  trend 
of  scientific  opinion,  namely,  that-  necrotic  enteritis  in  swine  is  • 
primarily  a  nutritional  disturbance  rather  than  a  filth-born  infection. 
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ELEV5TT  BREAD  From  Philadelphia,  January  9,  the  AP  says  that 

FIRMS  INDICTED  a  Federal  grand  Jury  indicted  11  baking  companies, 

30  officers  and  3  other  persons  Thursday  on  charges 
of  conspiracy  to  fix  the  prices  of  bread  and  bakery  products  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  southern  New  Jersey  and  eastern  Maryland.  R. 
McDonald  Grey,  special  assistant  to  the  Attorney  General,  said  the 
indictments  were  the  first  of  a  nation-wide  drive  by  the  anti-trust 
division  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 


WALLACE  TO  EE  The  V/ashington  Post,  January  10,  says  that 

SUPER-ENVOY  Vice  President-elect  V/allace  made  it  clear  Thursday 

that  he  intends  to  combine  the  role  of  good-will 
ambassador  to  Latin  America  with  his  new  executive  duties  after  he  is 
sworn  in  January  20.    He  plans  to  visit  each  of  the  Central  and  South 
American  nations,  he  told  an  impromptu  press  conference  in  the  Senate 
Office  Building.    Purpose  of  the  visits,  he  said,  will  be  to  promote 
mutual  prosperity  and  peace  in  the  V/estern  Hemisphere. 

CCC  COTTON  PLAN  From  Washington,  January  9,  a  Hew  York  Journal 

HIT  IN  SENATE  BILL    of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that  legislation  designed 

to  prevent  reconcentration  of  Government  loan  cotton 
and  to  permit  the  CCC  to  enter  into  warehouse  contracts  for  the  storage 
of  cotton  without  competitive  bidding  was  introduced  in  the  Senate 
Thursday  by  Senators  McKellar  (Dem. ,  Tenn.)  and  Bankhead  (Dem. ,  Ala.). 
The  legislation  grovrs  out  of  recent  plans  of  the  USDA  to  concentrate 
Government  loan  cotton  at  certain  Gulf  ports  and  save  the  Government 
money  from  the  excessive  costs  of  storage  of  the  cotton  at  interior  points. 

ABC  LABELING  In  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January, 10, 

PROGRESSES  "4.  E.  Mockler ,  Grocery  Editor,  says:  "Disclosure 

this  week  that  the  Great  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Tea  Co., 
is  extending  alphabetical  grade  labeling  to  its  complete  line  of  canned 
vegetables  and  fruits,  coincidentally  with  a  vjidening  test  marketing 
campaign  on  canned  foods  so  branded  by  several  other  chains,  indicates 
that  the  sponsors  of  this  type  of  grade  nomenclature  are  making  im- 
portant progress." 
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G-roup  To  Survey  From  Annapolis,  a  Baltimore  Sun  dispatch, 

Toljacco  Pro"blem         January  9.  says  that  C-overnor  0^ Connor  Thursday 

moved  toward  a  solution  of  the  loose-leaf  market 
vs.  State  v/arehouse  to"bacco  question,  appointing  a  committee  of  three 
to  survey  the  picture  and  report  to  the  current  Legislature,  He 
named  Dr,  T.  B.  SjTions,  dean  of  the  University  of  Maryland's  school 
of  agriculture,  and  two  large  scale  growers,  R,  Bennett  Darnall  .and 
Claude  A.  Turner. 

» 

Favors  Imports  Of  '  From  Washington,  January  9t  a         York  Journal 

Argentine  Beef  of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that  John  M.  Leddy, 

division  of  economic  information,  Pan  American 
Union  declared,  in  a  report  made  puolic  Thursday  that  entry  into  the 
U.S.  of  small  quantities  of  fresh,  chilled  or  frozen,  meats  from 
Argentina  and  other  meat  exporting  countries,  possibly  under  quotas, 
individually  or  as  a  whole,  v/ould  hardly  he  sufficient  to  upset  domestic 
production  here.     In  the  publication.  Commercial  Pan  America,  the  Union 
undertook  to  present  a  fairly  detailed  survey  of  the  position  of  major 
Argentine  export  commodities  in  the  U.  S>  market  and  possibilities  for 
increasing  exports  for  such  products  to  the  U.  S.     Flaxseed,  wool, 
bovine  hides,  sheep  and  lamb  skins,  canned  meats  and  chilled  and  frozen 
meats  are  considered  in  this  document. 

Hockefeller  Cites    .  The  Hew  York  Times,  January.  10,  says  that 

Needs  Of  Americas      ITelson  A.  Rockefeller,  Coordinator  of  Commercial 

and  Cultural  Relations  between  the  American 
Republics,  declared  Thursday  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  York _.( State) 
Chamber  of  Commerce  that  the  stability  and  independence  of  the  South 
American  republics  depend,  to  a  great  extent,  on  the  U.  S.  ,  and  with-- 
•out, these  two  factors  there  is  great  danger  of  domination  by  anti- 
American  and  Nazi  forces- in  some  of  the  Latin  American  countries,  Mr. 
Rockefeller  pointed  out  that,  despite  t-he  .resolutions  adopted  at  the 
Havana  Conference  to  take  steps  to  stamp- out  subversive  activities  in 
the  South  American  republics,  the  situation  there  was  still  serious. 

Policy  AdoT^ted  The  New  York- Journal  of  Commerce,  January  10, 

On  !^.--..r.T..  r.  ^-^.d  -    says  -that,  as  a  result:  of  a  study  undertaken  by  the 

Defo:.i3e  I-u./chases      National  Defence  Advisory  Commission  of  methods  of 

purchasing  land  upon  vrhich  to  locate  defense 
activities,  it  has  been  decided,  that ,  in. the  future,  where  large  areas 
of  fara  land  are  involved,  experienced  Government  land  purchase  and ■ 
land  apDrai sal  agencies  will  be  used  in  determining  land  values.  A' 
standard  land  purchase  procedure,  which  would  protect  the  rights  of 
both  landovmers  and  tenants,  is  being  considered.     .  v  ■  y;.-      .  :  - 
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Would  Lovv^er  Prom  Fort  Worth,  Te:sas ,  January  9f  A? 

Price  Of  Wheat  says  that  Cr^  A.  Eastwood,  of  Chicago,  president 

of  Armour  &  Co.,  told  the  American  National  Live- 
stock Association  Thursday  that  packers  and  cattle  raisers  can  improve 
their  prosperity  only  "by  producing  and  marketing  more  animals  so  that 
the  price  of  meat  may  "be  lowered.    "V/e  have  a  mutual  responsi'bility  as 
stockmen  and  packers  to  lower  the  price  of  meat,"  he  declared. 

Stamp  Plan  Secretary  Wickard  announced  Thursday  that  the 

Ext ensions  Food  Stamp  Plan  for  distri"buting  surplus  agricul- 

tural commodities  will  "be  extended  to  an  area  in 
New  Mexico  v/hich  vrill  include  the  counties  of  Catron,  Dona  Ana,  Grant, 
Hidalgo,  Luna,  McKinley,  San  Juan,  Sierra,  Socorro,  and  Valencia.  Ex- 
tension of  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  to  these  ten  counties  "brings  all  coun- 
ties in  New  Mexico  under  the  program. 

Forest  Service  More  than  a  million  idle  acres  have  been  put 

Makes  Report  to  work  producing  tim"ber  and  other  forest  crops, 

according  to  the  year-end  summary  of  the  Forest 
Service,  giving  the  results  of  tree  planting  on  National  Forests  in 
thirty  States.    With  902,oUo  acres  of  existing  plantations  reported 
from  previous  years,  the  preliminary  summary  of  19^0  planting  of 
lU6,9^2  acres  "brings  the  total  area  of  National  Forest  land  reforested 
or  afforested"  to  1,0US,9S2  acres.    The  "bulk  of  the  work  in  recent 
years  has  "been  accomplished  "by  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  camps  under 
Forest  Service  supervision. 

Agriculture  In  an  article  in  "The  Nation*  s  Agriculture," 

And  for  January,  Chester  C.  Davis  member  of  the 

Defense  Federal  Reserve  Board  states,  "It  will  not  be  pos- 

sible to  have  full  production  for  both  defense  and 
the  maintenance  of  our  standard  of  living  if  the  important  elements  in 
our  economy-industrial  management,  capital,  labor  and  agriculture  — 
successfully  resist  any  modification  of  their  traditional  platitudes. 
Farmers  will  have  their,  own.  and  very  serious  adjustments  to  make. 
Defense  needs  may  require  that  domestic  production  be  supplemented  by 
increased  imports,  as  we  see  happening  in  the  case  of  some  grades  of 
wool.     Cooperation  v/ith  Latin  Ajnerica  may  require  farmers  to  re-examine 
most  critically  some  of  their  traditional  patterns  and  prejudices." 

Q,ui ck-Fr e e z i ng  Ice  and  Refrigeration,  January,  contains  an 

Of  Poultry  article  by  Vmiiam  J.  Finnegan,  of  Los  Angeles,  on 

..  "The  Q,uick  Freezing  and  Storage  of  Poultry."  The 
article  includes  eighteen  figures  and  pictures  which  illustrate  the  text. 
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Chilean  Trade         ,  The  Chilean  trade  and  foreign  exchange 

Analysis  problem  is  the  subject  of  a  recent  analysis  by 

the  U.  3.  National  Foreign  Trade  Council,  says 
Pan  American  News  for  December  19»    Continued  and  increased  purchases 
of  Chilean  copper,  nitrates,  and  other  key  export  commodities  are  a 
better  means  of  assisting  Chile  than  would  be  large  cash  credits, 
the  council  says, 

Brazilian  Brazil  has  set  up  the  first  council  to 

Trade  Council  promote  inter-American  trade,  under  the  Inter- 

American  Financial  and  Economic  Committee 
established  at  the  Panama  conference,  says  the  Pathfinder  for 
January  11, 

"Turkish  Bath''  The  Journal  of  the  American  Veterinary 

Incubator  Medical  Association,  January,  says  that  the 

American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers, 
meeting  recently  in  Chicago,  heard  Santiago  H.  Cruz,  agricultural 
experimentalist,  tell  of  an  adaptation  of  the  Turkish  bath  for 
incubating  chicken  eggs,     Cruz  said  that  he  applies  heat  to  chicken 
eggs  by  placing  electrodes  in  a  fluid  having  the  property  of  main- 
taining a  constant  temperature  in  the  receptacle  v;hich  holds  the 
eggs  and  supplying  the  right  amount  of  moisture  and  oxygen.  The 
effect  is  similar  to  that  produced  by  a  Turkish  bath. 

Recent  V/ork  In  In  The  North  American  Veterinarian,  January, 

Swine  Nutrition         B,  W,  Fairbanks  and  Elizabeth- Cur zon ,  of  the 

Department  of  Animal  Husbandry,  University  of 
Illinois,  v/rite  on  "Recent  Contributions  to  Sv/ine  Nutrition." 

Hormone  Checks  Dr.  True  W,  Robinson,  of  the  University  of 

Mouse  Cancer  Illinois,  reported  recently  before  the  American 

Society  of  Zoologists  that  one  of  the  sub- 
stances that  promotes  growth  of  roots  in  plants  has  been  found  to 
be  effective  in  checking  growth  of  one  type  of  cancer  in-  mice. 
Doctor  Robinson  soaked  pieces  of  m.ouse  sarcoma  tissue  in  a  solution 
of  indole-3  acetic  acid,  and  then  transplanted  them  into  the  bodies 
of  the  mice.     In  IS  experiments,  only  one  piece  "took,"  v/hile  in 
parallel  control  experiments  with  similar  tissue  not  given  the  pre- 
liminary soaking,  all  IS  sarcomas  grew,     (Science  Service) 

Progress  In  N.  A,  Batchelder,  of  the  Empire  Cotton  Mills 

Cotton  Q-oods  Ltd,  ,  reviev/s  "Progress  in  Cotton  Manufacturing" 

Manufacturing  in  the  Canadian  Textile  Journal,  of  January, 3. He 

outlines  the  mechanical  and  process  developments 
in  the  cotton  industry  over  the  last  kO  years  and  states  personal 
viev;s  and  criticisms  of  new  machines  and  methods. 
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today 

SUPPLMENTAL  Secretary  Wickard/announced  a  supplementary 

COTTON  FROG-RAIVI  cotton  program  for  voluntary  reduction  of  cotton 

AI'TNOUNCED  acreage  "belov/  the  19^1*  national  acreage  allot- 

ment, and  for  increased  consumption  of  cotton 
goods,  to  "be  "brought  about  by  compensating  cotton  farmers  for  their 
additional  acreage  reduction  with  cotton  stamps  which  may  be  used 
to  purchase  cotton  goods.     This  program  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an 
intensive  campaign  to  encourage  improved  living  standards  through 
more  gardens  and  food  and  feed  production  for  home  consumption.  It 
was  emphasized  that  this  voluntary  program  announced  today  does  not 
in  any  v/ay  change  the  basic,  conservation  and  parity  programs  already 
in  effect  under  the  AAA.    The  supplementary  program  is  being  under- 
taken primarily  because  the  export  markets  have  been  shut  off  by  the 
war  and  to  reduce  further  accumulation  of  G-overnment  stocks  now 
amounting  to  nearly  12  million  bales.     It  is  estimated  that  \inder  the 
proposed  program  the  net  effect  may  be  a  reduction  in  cotton  production 
for  the  year  of  around  1,000,000  bales. 


FORTES  GIL  LAUDS  From  Laredo,  Texas,  January  11,  the  AP  says 

Wallace  visit  that  Emllio  Fortes  Gil,  former  Mexican  provision- 

al president,  said  Saturday  that  the  recent  visit 
of.  Vice  President-elect  Wallace  did  much  to  cement  friendship  ahd 
create  better  relations  betv/een  Mexico  and  the  U.  S.    The  agricultural 
element  of  Me:i:aco,  comprising  thousands  of  Agr3,ristas,  were  especially 
friendly  toward  Mr.  Wallaces,  Fortes  Gil  said,  as  they  knew  that  they 
had  an  official  in  their  midst  who  v/as  thoroughly  informed  about 
agriculture. 


FOOD    COSTS  RISE  The  UP,  January  11,  says  that  a  survey  of 

IN        CITIES  retail  food  costs  by  the  Labor  Department  shows 

that  the  cost  of  filling  the  family  market  basket 
is  going  up,  food  prices  advancing  an  average  of  l.U  percent  in  the 
five  weeks  between  November  12  §nd  December  17.     Increases,  ranging 
up  to  3-9  percent,  were  noted  in  all        cities  surveyed.  Principal 
items  in  the  increased  cost  of  foods  were  butter,  potatoes,  chickens, 
milk  and  fresh  vegetables.    Other  important  food  items  showing  in- 
creases were  flour,  cured  pork  and  lard. 
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Sharp  Whe^t  Drop  From  Chicago,  January  11,  the  AP  says  that  a 

V/ipes  Out  Advance      5/^  ^0  1-I/B  cents  drop  of  wheat  prices  Saturday, 

sharpest  break  of  the  new  year,  wiped  out  all  of 
the  laborious  creeping  advance  chalked  up  last  week.    The  setback  was 
attributed  to  bearish  interpretations  of  the  Government  report  on 
farm  stocks  and  the  reported  Russo-G-erman  grain  deal,  as  well  as  the 
' unsettled:  tone  of  securities.  ;   :  . 

•  Last  Week' s  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Januairy  I3, 

Cotton  Buying  Up:       say S;  that  prospects  for  Government  aid  to  growers 

which  would  affect  prices  for  the  19^1  crop 
stimulated  a  buying  movement  in;  new  crop  cotton  deliveries  last  week» 
ThiB  demand,  coupled  with  trade  price  fixing  in  near  months,  as  a 
result  of  activity  in  the  cotton  goods  market,  carried  the  market. up 
to  new  high  levels  for  the  season,  and  to  further  advances  of  $1  to 
$2  a  bale.    At  the  close' of  trading  Saturday,  quotations  were  Ik  to  36 
points:  higher  than  a  week  earlier.     ,  - 

H  e  w.'.  Ell  gib  i  1  i  t  y  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  I3, 

Tor  Milk'  Poll  says  that  it  was  announced  Sunday  that  exactly 

60,63^  milk  producers  who  delivered  milk  last 
November  to  U95  milk  plants  in- 7^:.  counties  in  six  states  are  eligible 
to  vote  January  21  in  the  new.  referendum  on  a  series  of  amendments  to 
the  Federal-State  inilk  marketing' orders  regulating  producer  prices  in 
the  Nev;  York  milkshed.     It  was' pointed  out  that  the-  selection  of 
November  as  the  basic  month  for  determining  the  eligibility  of  voters 
increased  by  more  than  1,000  the  number  of  producer^  who- t;an  vote  in 
the  new  poll..  :    ;■ ;  . 

World  Cotton  Crop   .  The  Nev«r  York  Journal  of.  Commerce,  January  I3, 

Shows  Slight  Drop.      says  that  jworld  production  of- commercial,  cotton 
■    ,  in  the  1939-^0  season  wa-s  slightly  smaller  th9,n 

in  the  previous  season,  due  to  a  moderate  decrease  in  the  .U..  S.  crop, 
according  to  a  review  of  the  I939-UO:  season  contained  in  the.  thirteenth 
Cotton  Year  Book  of  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange,  just  issued,.  World 
consumption  of  American  cotton .registered  an  appreciable  increase  over 
consumption  in  the  previous  season,*;, but  world  use  of  foreign  growths 
shov/ed  a  substantial  decrease,-  with  the  .resul-t  that '"wo  rid  consumption 
of  all  cottons  was  very  slightly  smaller  than  it  v;as  in" I938-39.  How- 
ever, since  world  consumption  of  all  cottons  In  1939-U0  waSr  an  excess 
of  production,  the  .world  carry-over  at  the  end  of  the  season  was 
smaller  than  that  at  the  end  of  the  previous  season. 

Writes  On  In  Poultry  Supply .Dealer ,  January ,  H.J,: 

Feed  Facts  Sloan,  Head  of  the  Poultry  Department ,  University 

of  Minnesota,  writes  on  "Feed  Facts  Hens  Would 

Like  You  to  Know." 
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Food-Stamp  Plan  A  total  of  ^5»756|00O  in 'new  food  "braying 

Report  For  Nov,         power  in  the  form  of  "blue  surplus  food  stamps 

■•  •  was  added  in  ITovember  to  the  incomes  of  2,532,000 
members  of  families  receiving  public  aid,  enabling  them  to  use  large 
quantities  of  surplus  farm  commodities,  the  Surplus  Marketing  Admin- 
istration announced  Friday  in  its  monthly  report  on  the  Food  Stamp 
Plan.    Families  taking  part  in  the  Stamp  Plan  used  their  blue  stamps, 
v/hich  gave  them  approzimately  a  50  percsnt  increase  in  buying  povrer, 
as  follov/s:     ik  percent  for  butter;  I3  percent  for  eggs;  I7  percent 
for  flour,  rice,  corn  meal,  and  other  cereal  products;  12  percent 
for  vegetables;  ik  percent  for  fruits;  and  30  percent  for  pork 
products, 

£AE  Reports  On     •  The  limited  offerings  cf  fine  and  l/2  blood 

Wool  Situation  domestic  v;ools  and  the  relatively  lower  prices 

of  foreign  v/ools  which  are  nov/  arriving  in 
quantity  were  important  factors  restricting  the  sale  of  domestic  wools 
in  December.     Sales  of  domestic  wool  at  Boston  v/ere  small.  Prices 
did  not  change  materially.     Imports  of  wool  probably  will  continue 
large  in  the  first  quarter  of  19^1.    Eut  with  a  high  level  of  v/ool 
consumption  in  prospect  in  the  next  several  months  the  carry-over  of 
v/ool  in  the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  marketing 
season  (A-pril  1,  19^1)  is  likely  to  be  relatively  small.    United  State 
imports  of  apparel  wool  for  consumption  totaled  181,8  million  poiinds 
in  the  first  11  months  of  19^0,  compared  with  82,3  niillion  pounds  in 
the  same  months  of  the  previous  year.    The  January-Kov ember  imports 
were  the  largest  for  those  months  since  1923*     Imports  of  carpet  v/ool 
in  the  first  11  months  of  I9U0  v/ere  smaller  than  in  the  same  month  of 
1939. 

COTTON  "COATS"  From  New  Orleans,  January  10,  the  AP  says 

FOR  SHEARED  SHEEP      that  Dr,  Robert  H,  Burns,  of  the  Wyoming  Experi- 
ment Station,  in  cooperation  v;ith  the  Nev/  Orleans 
Regional  Laboratory,  is  experimenting  v;ith  the  idea  cf  clothing  sheep 
in  cotton  "coats"  after  shearii^g  in  order  to  protect  them  from  the 
weather.    Last  year  Doctor  Burns  tried  out  six  dozen  of  the  "coats," 
and  this  year  he  has  ordered  5OO  more.     This  new  use  for  cotton  might 
mean  a  potential  consumption  of  5^*000  bales  annually. 

On  Milk  ...       Wallaces'  Farmer,  December  28,  says  that, 

Distribution  .   while  most  of  the  farmers  who  supply  big  cities 

milk  have  a  surplus,  many  people  in  the  cities 
aren't  getting  enough  milk  to  drink.    As  suggestions  for  the  cor- 
rection of  this  paradox,  the  paper  mentions:    1)  Reduce  the  cost  of 
distribution;  2)  Cut  prices  of  bottled  cream;  and  3)  -^-^^  milk  to  the 
Food  Stamp  Plan,  and  see  that  families  on  relief  and  V/PA  can  buy 
v/hole  milk  with  stamps  at  reasonable  rates. 
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Costa  Rlcan  .      A  new  low  in  Costa  Rican  coffee  exports  was 

Coffee  Exports .  reached  last  SeptemlDer,  when  only  three  132-pound 

bags  v/ere  shipped,  says  Pan  American  News  for 
December  I9,    The  coffee  situation  should  improve,  however,  now  that 
U,  S,  marketing  quotas  have  been  established.    The  C.R.  quota  has  been 
fixed  at  200,000  bags  annually  for  the  next  three  years,  compared  with 
shipments  of  110,000  bags  in  1939~Uo. 

Bug  Carries  Horse  . .  Dro  C,  H,  Kitselman,  of  Kansas.  State  College , 

En c ephal omy e litis      reported  recently  to  the  American  Association  of 

Economic  Entomologists  that  a  bloodsucking  Insect 
that  feeds  on  horses,  mules  and  other  animals  in  the  V/est  carries 
equine  encephalomyelitis,,  or  horse  sleeping  sickness;    He- says  that 
this  constitutes  the  first  case  in  which  a  neurotropic  virus  has  been 
isolated  from  an  insect  in  nature.     In  experiments,  numbers  of  the 
ijisects  which  had  been  captured  in  pastures  where  horses  had  died  of 
the  sleeping  sickness  were  ground  up,  and  a  f iltered, . germ-free  ex- 
tract from  their  bodies  was  injected  into  guinea  pigs.    The  guinea 
pigs  developed  symptoms  of  encephalomyelitis  and  diedg  The  virus 
able  to  cause  the  disease  in  other  guinea  pigs  was  isolated  from 
their  bodies.    The  insect  (Triatoma  sanguisuga)  is  known  in  Kansas 
as  the  "Mexican  bedbug."     (Science  Service)         ;  , 

Vitamin  Claims  "For  years  manufacturers  of  cereals,  and 

Must  Be  '      many  so  called  meat  substitutes  have  been 

Explained  decorating  their  packages  with  labels  proclaiming 

the  impressive  number  of  vitamins  from  A  onward, 
contained  in  their  products,"  states  an  editorial  in  the  Butchers' 
Advocate  for  January.     The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  will  order 
food  manufacturers  who  m.ake  claims  about  vitamin  and  mineral  contents 
of  their  products  to  explain  on  the  labels  Just  what  they  mean,  the 
editorial  says  in  effect.     In  that  way  the  public  won't  be  lulled 
into  thinking  that  it  is  getting  an  adequate  diet  when  the  cereal 
or  meat  substitute  purchased  is  deficient  in  important  essentials.  • 

'Veterinarian_s  An  article  in  the  Journal  of  the  American 

Throw  Light  On  Veterinary  Medical  Association,  Januaxy,  by 

Canine  Hysteria         Carl  F.  Schlot thauer ,  D.V.M. ,  and  George  Berryman, 

Be S. M.S.,  of . Rochester ,  Minn.,  on  Canine  Hysteria: 
Its  Relation  to  Dietary  Protein,  says,  in  part:     "A  recent  report  by 
Arnold  and  Elvehjem  suggests  that  certain  psychic  disturbances  of 
dogs  which  they  term  'running  fits'  are  caused  by  feeding  a  diet  in 
which  the  protein  has  been  altered  or  denatured  by  heating.     It  was 
mentioned  that  this  procedure  altered  the  nutritive  value  in  such 
a  v/ay  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  at  least  one  amino  acid.  Running 
fits  developed  in  eight  to  eighteen  days  in  all  the  dogs  receiving 
this  diet.    The  authors  found  that  the  addition  of  lysine  hydrochloride 
prevented  the  occurrence  of  these  sjrmptoms," 
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COUPjT  mat  DSLAY  From  Washington,  January  I3,  the  AP  says  that 

ITeY.  MILE  POLL  Justice  Jennings  Bailey  of  the  Federal  District- 

Coijirt  said  Monday  that  he  might  enjoin  temporarily 
the  referendum  called  for  next  week  in  the  Nexv  Tork  milkshed  v;hile  he 
studied  arguments  in  injunction  proceedings  against  Secretary  Wickard. 
The  arguments  continue  today, 

DENIES  FOOD  The  ITew  York  Times,  January  14,  says  that 

PRICE  CQNT50L  A.  C.  Elliot,  managing  director  of  the  New  York 

Butter  and  Egg  Council,  Inc.,  said  Monday  that 
new  elements  of  cost,  including  packaging,  sanitary"  precautions , 
taxes  and  transportation,  rather  than  any  price  controls  or  monopo- 
listic practices,  have  cut  the  farmer ^s  share  of  consumers'  food 
dollar  from  56  cents  in  I913  to  Uo  1/2  cents  in  I93B.    Heplying  to  a 
statement  made  "by  Thurman  Arnold,  assistant  attorney  general,  "before  I 
the  American  Earm  Bureau  Federation  last  month,  Mr.  Elliot  said  that  j 
^absurd  and  almost  vicious"  implications  v^ere  contained  in  I^Ir,  Arnold' s 
charge,  , 

POOD  INDUSTRY    •  The  Vfashington  Post,  January  lU,  says  that 

ADOPTS  PROC-RAM  Donald  M.  Nelson,  director  of  zhe  Division  of 

Purchases  of  the  Office  of  Production  Management, 
announced  Monday  that  the  food  industry  ha,d  adopted  a  four-point 
program  to  stabilize  food  prices  to  the  public  and  to  protect  the 
G-overnment  from  excessive  costs  in  feeding  the  armed  forces.  The 

agreement  calls  for:  1)  Continuance  of  competitive  bidding  as  the  I 
basic  procurement  policy;  2)  Eligibility  of  any  responsible  vendor  I 
to  submit  bids;  3)  Purchase  of  supplies,  so  far  as  possible,  in  car-  I 
load  lots  f.o.b.  destination  point.  This  may  well  serve  to  equalise  I 
Army  business  among  suppliers  in  all  parts  of  the  country;  k)  Inspec-  I 
tion  of  all  goods  at  the  point  of  origin.  Such  a  system  v/ould  avoid  | 
the  difficulties  of  delays,  returns  and  unnecessary  claims*  | 

FIIT1MS  SEEK  From  Helsinki,  January  I3,  the  IIP  says  that  I 

CREDIT  PROM  U.S.        Finland  has  applied  for  a  $7,000,000  credit  from 

the  U.  S.  to  b-ijy  margarine,  lard,  wheat  and  other 
foodstuffs  from  the  SMA,     It  v^as  understood  that  the  U.S.  Legation  in 
Helsinki  approved  the  application  in  view  of  the  urgent  need  for 
foodstuffs  in  Finland.  « 
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U.        To  Buy  Prom  Mexico  City,  January  13f  a  ITew  York 

Mexican  G-oods  Herald  Tribime  dispatch  says  that  plans  of  the 

U.  S.  G-overnment  to  attempt  to  checkmate  the 
Axis  powers  "by  making  direct  p-orchases  of  Mexico^  s  war  materials 
were  officially  announced  Monday  on  the  heels  of  charges  "by  anti- 
totalitarians  that  foreign  and  Mexican  fifth-column  elements  were 
inciting  Mexican  workers  to  force  a  change  in  the  leadership  of 
the  Camacho  administration  in  favor  of  Germany.    The  Procurement 
Division  of  the  U.  S,  Treasury  is  preparing  to  set  up  a  special 
purchasing  "board  in  Mexico,  which  will  bid  outright  against  Japan 
in  a  fight  to  v/rest  control  of  Mexican  war  production  from  the 
Axis  and,  at  the  same  time,  assist  President  Camacho  "by  assuring 
Mexico  that  she  would  suffer  no  financial  loss. 

K.C.  -Stocl^ards  Prom  Washington,  January  I3,  a  New  Ygrk 

Case  Revived  Times  dispatch  says  that  the  Kansas  City  Stock- 

yards case,  in  which  Chief  Justice  Hughes  two 
years  ago  criticized  Secretary  Wallace  for  failure  to  give  a  "full 
and  fair  hearing,"  v;as  revived  in  the  Supreme  Court  Monday.  The 
court  granted  the  G-overnment  request  to  review  a  decision  "by  the 
Western  Missouri  Federal  District  Court  that  $5S6,000  impounded  in 
the  case  should  sll  go  to  commission  men  in  the  Kansas  City  district. 

Reaction  To  "The  announcement  of  the  new  USDA  program 

New  Cotton  Plan         designed  to  reduce  cotton  production  this  year 

fell  flat  Monday  as  a  stimulus  to  the  cotton, 
cotton  oil,  lard  and  soyhean  futures  markets.    The  three  latter 
markets  closed  with  fair  to  material  gains,  "but  the  improvement 
seemed  largely  due  to  other  sources.     Clearly  the  new  program,  the 
article  says,  did  not  come  up  to  trade  expectations,  since  sometiiing 
more  definite  and  drastic  had  "been  vadely  anticipated."     (New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce,  January  lU.) 

Mail  Order  Prices  Prom  Chicago,  January  I3,  a  New  York  Times 

Cut  On  Many  Lines      dispatch  says  that  the  Spring-Summer  catalogues, 

sent  out  Mond-ay  "by  Sears-Roebuck  &  Co.  and 
Montgomery-Ward  &  Co.,  unexpectedly  show  reductions  on  a  long  list 
of  items  at  a  time  vrhen  commodity  prices  and  labor  costs  are  advancing. 
Sears,  officially  estimated  the  average  of  all  prices  at  O.63  percent 
higher  thaQ  the  Pall-Winter  catalogue  and  O.93  percent  belovr  those 
of  the  I94O  Spring-Summer  catalogue,  with  which  the  present  prices 
correspond. 

Irish  Urged  To  Ppom- Dublin,  January  I3,  the  AP  says  that  Dr. 

Parm  More  Acres  James  Ryan,  Ireland^ s  Minister  of  Agriculture,  ap- 

pealed Monday  for  1,000,000  additional  acres  to  be 
cultivated  to  meet  an  expected  shortage  of  wheat  and  stock  feed.  He 
spoke  before  the  Dublin  County  Committee  of  Agriculture, 
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Milk  ?ield  Shows  From  Washington ,  January  I3 ,  a  Hew  York  Times 

^•Ifo  I'^et  Income         dispatch  says  that  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  re- 

.-  ports  that  the  net  income  on  the  average  corporate 

net  worth,  investment  of  tvjelve  leading  concerns  in  the  milk  and  -milk 
products -..industry  in  1939 »  after  provision  for  income  taxes,  v/as  9«7- 
percent,  of  the- stockholders'   investment.     Sales  in  1939  ^7  ^^-^  twelve 
corporations  amounted  to  $806 ,887  ,761 ,  of  which  $770  ,^-§5 ,5d2 ,  '^r  55.5 
percent,  represented  domestic  sales  and  $36,U32,159»        ^•^  percent,  ■ 
represented  foreign  sales; 

SM  Enters  Better.  Prom  Chicago,  January  I3,  the  AP  says  that  the 

Market  In  Chicago      Surplus  Marketing  Administration  entered  the  Chicago 

tutter  market  Monday,  purchasing  3OO  tuhs  of  mis- 
cellaneous extras  at  29  l/ U  cents  a  pound.     This  was  a  decline  of  3/^ 
cent  from  Saturday's  price  and  6  l/k  cents  off  the  three-year  peak 
established  December.  12..  .  Monday's  purchases  were  the  first  by  the  SMA 
since  June  ik,  I9U0. 

Hog  Prices  Soar  From  Chicago,  January  I3,  the  AP  says  that 

To  16-Honth  Top         hog  prices  soared  25  to  Uo  cents  per  hundred-v/ eight 

■ .  Monday  to  above  ^8,  highest  since  September,  1939* 
The  market's  strength .was  attributed  by  livestock  men  largely  to 
moderate  receipts,  good  consumer  demand  as  reflected  by  the  wholesale 
meat  trade,  and  forecasts  of  reduced  supplies  in  19^1o 

Farm  ViTage  Rates  The  general  level  of  farm  wage  rates  on 

5  Points  Higher         January  1,  at  12k  percent  of  the  I9IO-IU  average, 

was  5  points  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  the 
Agricultijiral  Marketing  Service  reported  Mondayo"    Since  October  1,  ; 
19^0,  the  index  has  declined  5  points,  though  the  usual  seasonal 
decline  x^s  about  7  points  during  this  period.    The  increase  in  farm 
wage  rates  over  a  year  earlier  is  largely  due  to  the  limited  supply 
of  workers  available  for  hire  at  current  wage  levels,  together  with, 
a  somev/hat  stronger  demand  for  their  services.    The  national  average 
of  reports  on  the  supply  of  farm  labor,  expressed  as  percentage  of 
demand,  wa,s  99-1       January  1,  compared  vjith  IIU.7  a  year  ago,  and 
v/ith  97-2  three  months  earlier.    The  ratio  on  January  1  was  the 
smallest  figure  for  that  date  since  I92U. 

Turpentine  Crop  Pathfinder,  January  11,  says  that  T.  A. 

Upped  By  H^SO^  Kiefield,  of  the  Clustee  Florida  Experiment  Station, 

  has  announced  the  -discovery  of  a  method  for  increas-. 

ing  the  turpentine  harvest  from  slash  pine  by  b~[  percent ,  and  from  long- 
legf  pine  by  27  percnnt.     The  method  is  simply  to  swab  the  wound,  or 
^'streak,"  in  the  tree  v/ith  a  20  percent  solution  of  sulphuric  acid. 
Trees  manufacture  the  crude  groins,  from  which  turpentine  and  rosin  are 
made,  to  form  a  protective  scab  over  the  wound.    Mr.  Siefield  somehow 
believes  that  the  sulphuric  acid  holds  the  tree's  pores  open,  prolong- 
ing the  flow  and  delaying  hardening  of  the  gum. 
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Food  V/anted.;--        .•  r  ,      ...  Food.  Industries  ,  January  issue,  has  an 
6,000,000  Tons.         ^  article ,'  "Food  Wanted:     6,000,000 -Tons,"  by  E.O. 
From.  America  "  Heyl  ,  . recently  .special  American  representative 

in  the  Balkans  for  the  Commissio.n,  of Polish 
Relief  ,  Nev;  York,  in  v/hich  the  European' Pood  Situation"  is.  rev iev;ed. 
The.  magazine  points  out  that:     "The  'little  democracies'''^. of."  war- 
ravaged  Europe  want  food  from  the  Americas—  a'Dout  6,000,000  tons 
oi.it.     The  money,  free  gold,  is  available,  to  pay.  for  it.'  Ships 
can  be  had  to  transport  it.    But  as  yet  (ihurchill  doesn't  see  fit 
to  let  shipments  go  through.    And  you  can't'  blame  Britain  for  doing 
what  she  believes  necessary  to  win  the  war...    Hov;ever,  the.  market  is  . 
.there  —  vjill  be  there  for  a  long  time  to"  com_e.  .  Eventually"  food- 
may  be  shipped,  and  vrhat  this  tremendous'market  will  mean  then  is 
told  by  Mr..  Heyl."  .  .  \       "  .   . ,  , 

Investigating'  In  Science,  January  10,  D.  E.  Jones,  of 

Plant  G-rov/th  Connecticut  Experiment  Station,  says  that  a 

recent  grant  from  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  to 
the  Connecticut  Station  .v/ill  be  used,  to  further      st^jCj  of  normal 
growth  that  has  been  in  progress  for  some  time^     The  long  inbred 
strains  of  maize  that  h^ve  been  continuously  self-fertilized  for 
more  than  30  generations  furnish  favorable  plant  .material  for  an 
investigation  .of  this  kind.    These  inbred  plants  are  so  reduced  in 
size  and  growth  rate  and  so  uniform  in  all  structural  details  that 
any  mixing  vdth  unrelated  plants  can  certainly  be  detected. 

"Tha.  Farmer  And   ..  In  an  avrticle,  "The  Farmer  and  the  Land 

The  Land  Bank''  .        Bank"     Southern  Planter ,  January,  says,  in 

part:  .  "We.  cannot  develop  an  ideal  co^jntry  life  . 
unless  we  establish  a  full  and"adeq.uate  system  of  agricultural 
finance-,  a  system  that  extends  'treatment  to  the  farmer  "equivalent, 
to  that,  vnich  the  business  man  now  enjoys  under  the  Federal  Reserve 
System*    To  this  .end  our  farmers  should  demand  the  outright  Federal 
guarantee-  of  fai'm  loan  bonds;  they  should  crystalize  "sentiment  in  '[ 
favor  of  such  .action  by  the  government.     Such  gua.rantee  is  essential 
if  >7.e  are  to  secure  long  term  land  loans  at  low  rates  of  interest,"  : 

Vitamin  C  And  "  Pathfinder,  January  11,  says  that  a  new 

Pasteurized  Kilk       method  to  retain  the  full  vitamin  C  content  of 

pasteurized  milk  by  taking  the  air  out  of  it  is  . 
reported'  by  three  Cornell  scientists.    The  de-aerating  process, 
they  say,  will  cost  11  cents  per  1,500  quarts,    A  quart  of  de-aerated 
pasteurized  milk  has  a  vitamin  C  content  equivalent  to  a  ;v'hole  orange, 
while  the  vitamin  C  loss  in  ordinary  pasteurized  milk  makes  a  quart 
equivalent  to  a  slice  of  orange. 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in, the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  i^griculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 


Section  1  JaxiUQTy  15,  I9U1. 

SECRSTARY  WICKAKD  "     Secretary  ¥ickard  was  scheduled  to  speak  at 

SFSAZS  AT  PURDUE        12:30  p.m.  today  at  the  Parm  and  Home  Week  convo- 
cation, Purdue  University,  La  Fayette ,. Indiana, 
on  /^Agricultural  Preparedness." 

USD  A  VEI&HS  From  Washington,  January  lU,  a  New  York 

CQTTOIT  PLAN  Journal  of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that  the  Fulmer 

plan  for  purchasing  "by  the  'G-overnment  of  large 
quantities  of  surplus  cotton  to  be  sold  to  processors  of  cellulose 
pulp  and  other  producers  of  pulp  products  at  a  fixed  scale  of  prices 
is  "being  given  close  study  by  the  USLA  as  a  possible  means  of  making 
use  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  excess  ra,w  cotton  stocks.     The  plan 
was  embodied  in  a.  bill  introduced  in  the  House  with  the  opening  of  the 
session  ten  days  ago  by  Chairman  Fulmer  (D8m.,S.C.)  of  the  House  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 


TO  STUDY  PRQSPSCT  The  New  York  Times,  January  I5,  says  that 

FOR  S.A.  IInTDUSTRY     Maurice  Hollajid,  director  of  the  National  Research 

Council's  division  of  engineering  ajid  industrial 
research,  announced  Tuesday  that  the  division  is  planning  an  "industri- 
al exploration"  in  which  industrial  research  and  banking  executives  will 
tour  South  America  to  investigate  its  potentialities  a.s  "the  biggest  in- 
dustrial prize  of  the  world."    Mr.  Holland  will  leave  Sunday  to  map  out 
the  route  which  the  group,  comxjosed  of  2S  key  executives,  v/ill  follow- 
next  Spring.     The  trip  uill  cover  Colombia,  Uruguay,  Peru,  Chile,  Argen- 
tina, and  Brazil . 


COTTOiI  USE  HITS  The  Hew  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  15, 

ALL  TIME  HI(tE  says  that  the  Census  Bureau  reported  Tuesday  that 

consumption  of  aJLl  cotton  in  domestic  mills  for  the 
first  five  months  of  the  cotton  season  totaled  3.53^,017  bales,  a  new 
high  record  for  all  time  for  the  August-December  segment  of  the  cotton 
season.     The  previous  record  was  3 » 310, 000  baJes  set  last  year  when  the 
full  season's  consumption  was  7»7S^,000  bales. 
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Retailers  Expect  From  Nev7  York,  JanuBxy  lU,  the  AP  says  that, 

10%  Rise  In  I9U1        at  the  annual  convention  of  the  National  Retail 

Dry  Goods  Association,  v/hich  represents  5»70C 
stores,  the  consensus  of  a  cross  section  of  the  retailers  is  that  the 
pulDlic  will  "buy  about  10  percent  more  goods  this  year  than  last,  that 
prices  will  "be  only  slightly  higher,  and  that  nolDody  wants  a  '^runav/ay" 
market.    The  national  defense  effort  was  cited  as  the  outstanding  pre- 
dicta'ble  "business  factor.    Primary/-  attention  v/as  given  to  price  rises 
on  consumer  goods. 

Spot  Cotton  Sales  The  Hew  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  15 , 

5U^  Over  Like  says  that,  reflecting  a  vol^ame  of  spot  business 

Period  in  19^0  in  Southern  markets  which  in  roughly  the  first 

half  of  January  has  been  5^^  greater  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  hedge  selling  increased  on  the  New  York 
Cotton  Sxchange  Tuesday  and  prices  eased  dov;nv/ard  to  closing  losses  of 
7  to  9  points  for  the  day.    Sales  in  the  South,  yihich  exceeded  40,000 
bales,  as  reported  from  a  dozen  markets,  were  in  excess  of  the  quantity 
which  domestic  mills  are  consuming  daily,  probably  for  the  first  time 
in  many  weeks. 

Hog  Prices  From  Chicago,  January  1^,  the  AP  says  that 

Continue  Uij  choice  hogs  on  the  livestock  market  Tuesday  brought 

$8.25  a  hundred  pounds,  an  increase  of  15  cents 
over  Monday's  peak  and  the  highest  price  pa.id  since  September  19t  1939 » 
soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe.     The  wholesale  price  on 
choice  fresh  pork  Icins,  which  jumped  ^  cent  a  pound  Monday,  advanced 
a  full  cent  Tuesday  to  IS  cents. 

Sugar  Hearing  A  public  hearing  to  receive  evidence  to  enable 

Scheduled  Secretary  Wickard  to  allot  the  I9UI  sugax  marketing 

q_uota.  among  processors  in  the  domestic  beet  sugar* 
area  will  open  January  29 »  in  the  Stevens  Hotel,  Chicago.  .      ..  , 

Three  New  Three  new  strawberries  have  just  been  intro- 

Strawberries  duced  to  the  trade  by  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 

They  are  Maytime,  Starbright,  and  Redstar.  All 
three  varieties  are  being  introduced  by  cooperating  nurseries.     The  De- 
partment has  no  plants  for  distribution.     The  Maytime  originated  as  a 
cross  betv;een  Missionary  and  Fairfajx,  Starbright  originated  as  a  cross 
between  Chesapeake  and  Fairfax,  and  Redstar  also  originated  as  a  cross 
between  Chesapeake  and  Fairfax. 
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3AS-  On  7ats  And  Prices  of  most  fats  and  oils  are  expected  to 

Oils  Situation        •   rise  moderately  in  19'^1  and  possibly  more  in  19^2. 

The  principal  factor  "bringing  about  this  rise  .will 
"be  improvement  in  industrial  activity  and  in  consumer  incomes,  result- 
ing in  part  from  increased  defense  expenditures,  particulajrly  in  the 
second  half  of  19^1-     Lard,  tallow,  and  grease  prices  are  likely  to 
advance  relatively  more  than  prices  of  other  fats,  because  of  prospec- 
tive changes  in  the  domestic  supply  situation.     Total  supplies  of 
domestically-produced  fats  a.re  not  expected  to  change  greatly  in  the 
next  2  years.    With  reduced  hog  marketings,  lard  and  grease  production 
will  be  substantially  smaller  in  19"^1  than  in  19^.    The  pig  crop  in 
19^0  v;as  estimated  to  be  10  percent  smaller  than  in  1939 »  s^^»  as  a  - 
result  of  prevailing  lov;  hog  prices  in  relation  to  corn  prices,  the 
pig  crop  probably  v/ill  be  further  reduced  this  year.     Increased  pro- 
duction of  vegetable  and  marine  oils,  however,  is  likely  to  offset 
most  of  the  decrease  in  lard  and  grease  output.  (EA2.) 

Says  Farmer  Is  "The  farmer  is  the  easiest  of  all  persons  to 

5asy  to  Satisfy         satisfy.     G-iven  a  fair  crop  and  reasonable  prices, 

he  makes  no  complaint  about  the  mounting  costs  of 
the  things  he  is  compelled  to  buy.     The  reason  perhaps  is  that  fair 
prices  enable  him  to  pay  his  debts,  and  cash  purchases  m.ay  be  spread 
thinly  over  the  things  he  needs.     Compared  to  what  other  groups  re- 
ceive indirectly  as  a  result  of  laws  and  reg'ilations ,  the  farm.er  is 
the  least  of  all  the  G-overrjnent '  3  beneficiaries."  (From  "Wickard  Aids 
Farmer"  by  George  Morris  in  the  Memphis  Comm.ercial  Appeal,  January  6.) 

Says  Farming  In  From  Paton  Rouge,  January  7t  the  AP  says 

South  Antedated         that  Dr.  T.  Lynn  Smith,  Louisiana  State  sociolo- 
gist, told  FSA  committeemen  from  Arkansas, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  that  rural  Southerners  have  lagged  centuries 
behind  the  advance  of  farming  methods,   "because  they  axe  largely  of 
pre-Revolut ionary  American  stock  and  comparatively  isolated."  Dr.  Smith 
gave  the  FSA  credit  for  teaching  farmers  new  techniques  and  sadd  that 
the  administration's  method  of  working  with  family  units  was  sound. 

Seek  Better  In  Country  Gentleman,  February,  Frank  J. 

Truck  Crops  Taylor  describes  the  v/ork  now  being  done  by  seed 

breeders  in  finding  new  and  better  varieties  of 
garden  truck  crops  in  an  article,   "Vegetables  Made  to  Order."  Mr. 
Taylor  describes  some  of  the  new  varieties,  and  also  discusses  the 
work  now  going  on  in  developing  strains  of  vegetables  to  repla.ce  those 
in  which  American  growers  were  dependent  upon  Furope  for  seed  stock, 
notably  spinach,  cauliflower,  broccoli  and  some  of  the  root  vegetables. 
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Bee-Like  Flies  Dr.  Reginald  H.  Painter  of  Kansas  State  Col- 

Eat  'Hopper  Eggs       lege  recently  described  flies  that  look  like  bees 

and  that  give  man  assistance  in  his  battle  with 
grasshoppers  by  preying  on  their  eggs  as  they  rest  in  the  soil. 
Eecent  grasshopper  outbreaks,  during  the  drought  years,  v:ere  accom- 
panied by  considerable  increases  in  numbers  of  these  predatory  flies 
camouflaged  as  bees,     (Science  Service) 

Pectin  As  Aid  In  In  Pood  Industries,  January,  G-eorge  L,  Baker, 

Freezing  Poods  of  the  Delav/are  Experiment  Station,  writes  on 

"Pectin  as  Aid  in  Freezing  Foods."    The  article 
is  the  first  of  a  series  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  particularly  con- 
cerned v/ith  the  application  of  pectin  in  the  freezing  preservation  of 
strav;berries. 

What  Iov;a  Can  Do  "Most  Iov;a  farmers  are  strong  for  expansion 

For  Her  Tenants         of  the  Federal  t e nan t -pur chase  program  and  for 

modification  of  the  AAA  to  give  tenants  a  better 
break.    But  does  Iov;a  have  tc  v.-ait  for  Federal  action  to  do  the  v/hole 
job?    We  don't  think  so.     It  might  be  desirable  to  discourage  big 
operators  from  renting  additional  farms  and  so  pushing  more  families 
off  the  land.    This  might  be  done  by  putting  a  penalty  tax  on 
operators  of  farms  over  a  certain  size.     Some  months  ago  Iowa  farmers 
v;ere  Sofo  in  favor,  2^)1  against,  and  20fo  doubtful  regarding  such  a 
penalty-tax  for  over-size  farms.     Iowa  farmers  are  willing  to  give 
very  careful  consideration  tc  any  pls^n  that  seems  to  strike  against 
the  present  trend  toward  bigger  farms  and  more  homeless  farm  families. 
(Wallaces'  Farmer,  December  28.) 

Disease  Attacks  The  picturesque  giant  cacti  of  the  desert 

Arizona  Cacti  Southv/est  are  imperilled  by  a  destructive 

bacterial  disease,  according  to  Professor  James 
G,  Brovjn  of  the  University  of  Arizona,    The  disease  has  been  knov/n 
for  many  years,  but  has  only  recently  begun  to  take  on  a  serious 
aspect,  possibly  because,  during  the  drought  years,  the  lack  of  rain 
in  Arizona  became  too  serious,  even  for  cactus.     The  infection  causes 
a  v/holesale  decay  and  falling  off  of  the  great  branches  of  the  plant, 
v;hich  finally  dies.    In  some  severely  attacked  areas  from  a  quarter 
to  a  third  of  the  giant  cacti  are  already  dead,     (Science  Service) 

Freezing  Peanuts  Food  Industries,  Janus.ry,  says  that,  among 

To  Extract  Oil  the  constantly  increasing  list  of  new  uses  of 

ref riger&tion  is  that  of  freezing  peanuts  before 
pressing  to  remove  the  peanut  oil.    As  a  result  of  such  freezing  the 
oil  comes  out  much  more  easily,  according  to  a  recent  report  of  the 
American  Society  of  Refrigerating  Engineers, 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  .^^rioultare 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 


Vol,  LXXX,  No,  11  Section  1  January  l6.  I9U1. 

FOOD  AND  DEFENSE  The  Nevj  York  Times.  January  16,  says  that 

OFFICIALS  AG-REE         Donald  M.  Nelson,  director  of  the  division  of  pur- 
chases of  the  Office  of  Production  Management,  has 
announced  that  representatives  of  the  food  industry  and  the  Defense 
Commission  have  agreed  on  a  comprehensive  program  under  which  the  Food 
Procurement  Advisory  Committee  will  take  an  active  part  in  assisting 
the  fighting  services  in  purchase  of  goods.     Specific  procurement  pol- 
icies vrere  outlined  by  Colonel  Paul  P,  Logan,  chief  of  sustenance  of 
the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps. 


LONDON  SAYS  U.S.  From  London,  January  I5,  the  UP  says  that  the 

AIDS  NAZI  CAUSE         Ministry  of  Economic  V/elfare  said  Wednesda^^  that 

British  information  "tends  to  confirm  in  part"  re- 
cent assertions  that,  in  some  v/ays,  the  U,  S.  v/as  still  aiding  the  axis 
powers.     The  Ministry  hastened  to  add,  hov.^ever,  that  British  authorities 
believed  such  help  v/as  not  deliberste,     "Some  U.  S,  Producers  are  aiding 
Germany  indirectly  by  selling  Russia  commodities  in  which  Germany  is 
deficient,"  the  Ministrj''  said.     "Of  these,  cotton  is  the  most  important." 

SUGAR  COUl'^CIL  •  From  London,  January  1?,  the  AP  says  that  the 

KEEPS  Q,UOTAS  International  Sugar  Council  has  confirmed  an  earlier 

decision  to  maintain,  for  the  year  ending  next 
August ,  the  same  sugar  quotas  prevailing  in  the  year  ended  last  August 
31.     The  council  established  a  sub-committee,  including  representatives 
of  the  U.  S.,  the  United  Kingdom,  Australia,  Cuba  and  the  Dominican  Re- 
public, to  study  and  present  a  report  on  the  world  sugar  position  after 
the  war. 


HOG  PRICES  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  16, 

CONTINUE  RISE  says  that  hog  prices  hit  a  nev/  high  for  the  current 

upward  movement  Wednesday  of  $9  P^^  ^00  pounds,  ow- 
ing to  the  sharp  falling  off  in  marketings  in  Chicago  and  other  mid- 
western  neighboring  packing  cities.    Unfavorable  traffic  conditions  were 
given  as  the  principal  reason  for  lighter  receipts  than  expected. 
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Truck  Livestock  From  Chicago,  January  I5,  the  A?  says  that 

Receipts  Hjt  High      livestock  receipts        truck  in  19^0  soared  to  a 

new  record  at  the  Chicago  Union  Stockyards,  accord- 
ing to  0.  T.  Eenkle,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the  Union 
Stock  Yard  and  Transit  Co.,  operators  of  the  market.    Tarmers  sent,  "by 
truck,  1,029,965  head  of  cattle,  131,527  calves,  2.668,695  hogs. 
29^,922  sheep  and  6,298  horses. 

Tohacco  Meet  .    ■  The  ^''^ew  York  Herald  Tribune  says  that  the 

In  Chicago  ninth  annual  convention  of  the  National  Association 

of  Tobacco  Distributors  .opened  in  Chicago  -/.Wednesday, 
vrith  more  than  3»?00  tobacco  manufacturers ,  jobbers,  retailers  and  sales- 
men in  attendance.    The  meeting  will  continue  through  Saturday. 

Argentine  From  Buenos  Aires,  January  I5,  a  ITew  York 

Exports  Fall  Journal  of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that  the  A-rgentine 

Finance  Ministry,  in  its  annual  report,  predicts  a 
further  decline  in  Argentine  exports  in  19^1 f  following  the  sharp  con- 
traction in  19^0  in  the  volume  of  outwgrd  shipments.    Fxport.s  to  G-reat 
Britain  have  contracted  recently,  and  prospects  for  19^1  are  most  dismal, 
the  report  pointed  out.. 

Food  Index  ;  •  The  New  York  Times.  January  16.,  says  that  the 

U-p  1  Cent  -.  ,  •  vrholesale  food  price  index  for  the  week  ended  Janu- 

•  ary  ik  rose  1  cent  to  $2.51»which  compared  with 
$2.3^  in  the  corresponding  week  of  last  year,  according  to  Dun  and  Brad- 
street.     Commodities  showing  advances  for  the  week  v/ere  bacon,  lard, 
sugar,  cottonseed  03.1,  cocoa,  hogs,  sheep  and  lambs.    Declines  were  listed 
for  flour,  rye,  oats,  mess  pork,  butter ,  peas .  eggs,  steers,  wheat  and 
barley. 

Uruguay  Meets  From  Montevideo,  Uruguay.  January  I5,  a  New  York 

Foreign  Debts  Times  dispatch  says  that  Uruguay,  met  all  foreign  loan 

obligations  last  year,  desiDite  difficulties  in  the 
market  as  the  result  of  v/ar-time  dislocations.  The  nation  reduced  its 
foreign  indebtedness  by  5  "oercent,  according  to  the  Minister' of  Finance. 

Chilean  Nev;smen  .     .  From  Santiago.  Chile,  January  I5,  a  New  York 

To  Come  to  U.S.  Times  dispatch  says  that  seven  Chileaji  newspaper  men 

will  leave  on  January  2k  to  join,  for  tv/o  months, 
seven  prominent  U.  S,  newspapers  as  guests,  in  accordance  v;ith  a  project 
made  possible  by  the  American  publications  and  the  Orace  Lines.     The  plan, 
endorsed  by  Ambassador  Claude  G-.  Bowers,  is  designed  to  intensify  cul- 
t\iral  relations  and  improve  understanding  between  the  U.  S.  and  Chile. 
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Prairie  Farmer  ■  The  January  11  edition  of  The  Prairie  Farmer 

Centennial  is  a  l$U-page  Centennial  Edition.     In  outlining 

the  history  of  the  magazine,  the  vnriters  have  given 
a  comprehensible  picture  of  the  development  of  the  different  phases  of 
agriculture  in  the  last  hundred  years. 

Flax  Disease  Flax  is  "being  raised  in  greatly  increased 

Resistance  quantities  in  this  country  nov/adays ,  because  both 

linen  and  linseed  oil  are  defense  necessities,  vrhile 
at  the  same  time  imports  from  foreign  lands  have  been  greatly  reduced. 
For  this  reason,  importance  attaches  to  studies  reported  before  the 
American  Phytopat  ho  logical  Society  by  IT.  S.  Porlaug  and  Dr.  J.  J. 
Christiansen  of  the  University  of  Minnesota.    They  have  tested  a  con- 
siderable number  of  flax  varieties  for  their  resistance  to  v/ilt,  the 
most  destructive  disease  of  flax,  and  have  found  a  v;ide  difference  in 
the  ability  of  the  plants  to  withstand  the  attacks  of  the  fungus.  Not 
only  flax,  but  its  enemy,  the  wilt  fungus,  has  many  distinct  varieties, 
v/hich  have  evolved  spontaneously,  and  apparently  in  recent  times.  Some 
of  these  axe  much  more  vicious  in  their  attack  than  others.  (Science 
Service.) 

Up  Use  of  Legume  In  Agricultural  Leaders'  Digest,  January, 

Inoculants  A.  V/.  Hof  er ,  of  tne  Nev;  York  State  S:cperiment  Sta- 

tion, says  that  the  use  of  legume  inoculants  by 
farmers  has  increased  greatly  dui'ing  the  past  ten  yeai's,  according  to 
figures  released  by  the  Station.    Also,  as  a  result  of  investigations 
carried  on  by  the  Station  laboratories  and  elsevfhere  and  due  to  the  co- 
operation of  manuf actiu'ers ,  v^ho  were  quick  to  seize  upon  recommended 
changes  in  their  procedures,  the  qua.lity  of  the  cultures  has  beeji  re- 
markably improved.     It  is  novr  estimated  that  something  over  $2,000,000 
worth  of  commercial  legume  inoculants  are  sold  annually  in  this  country 
as  compared  with  about  $1,000,000  worth  in  I93O,  and  this  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  prices  have  been  greatly  reduced. 

Diversification  "Georgia  slowly  but  surely  is  vjorking  out  a 

Seen  In  G-eorgia         balance  in  her  agriculture.     Every  new  cash  crop 

which  can  be  added  to  the  list  moves  us  further 
away  from  dependency  on  cotton.     The  time  soon  will  come  when  the  live- 
stock cash  will  surpass  the  cotton  cash."     (Ralph  McG-ill  in  the  Atlanta 
Constitution,  January  12.) 

IQ^I  Outlook  In  Turkey  World,  January,  B.  H.  Bennett,  of  the 

In  Turke;/s  Agricultural  marketing  Association,  writes  on  the 

outlook  of  the  turkey  industry  outlook  for  19^1.  Mr, 
Bennett  sees  continued  expansion  during  the  next  year. 
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Cu"bans  Balk  At  '  The  Nev;  York  Times,  in  a  dispatch  from. 

Sugar  Credit  Plan      Havana,  January  11,  says  that  pessimism  pervaded 

sugar  circles  in  Cuba  last  v/eek  as  to  the  Cuhan 
Government's  attempt  to  finance  through  the  Export-Import  Bank  of 
Washington  the  grinding  of  500»000  tons  of  sugar  in  addition  to  the 
requirements  of  the  U.  S.  and  local  markets.     It  is  feared  that  pro- 
duction of  any  further  surplus  would  cause  a  drop  in  prices. 

Kentucky  G-overnor  J'rom  Frankfort  Kentucky,  Ja.nuary  3»  a  dispatch 

Refuses  To  Call  to  the  Western  Tohacco  Journal  says  that  Governor 

Tobacco  Session         Johnson  has  refused  to  call  a  special  session  of 

the  Genera-l  Assembly  to  consider  price  bolstering 
tobacco  legislation.    Regarding  the  request  for  a  special  session,  pre- 
sented by  Representative  Gus  A.  Brooks,  the  Governor  said:     "The  pro- 
duction of  tobacco  is  something  that  doesn't  stop  at  state  lines.  It 
is  a  problem  of  national  scope,  and  the  Federal  Government  is  doing 
the  best  it  can  to  relieve  the  condition.     Furthermore,  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  crop  has  been  sold,  and  bv  the  time  the  Legislature 
could  meet  and  enact  legislation,  the  remaining  tobacco  v/ould  be  sold. 
In. addition,  negotiations  for  a  tobacco  loan  are  under  way." 

Q-phenylphenol  Food  Industries,  January,  says  that  wraps 

For  Citrus  Fruit        containing  O.UU  percent  (calculated  on  the  v/eight 

of  paper)  of  o-phenylphenol  gave  considerable  pro- 
tection to  oranges  and  lemons  against  Fenicillium  digitatum,  Penicillium 
i tali cum  and  Tricho derma  lignorum  in  experiments  conducted  in  Sngland. 
The  stated  concentration,  amounting  to  9         of  aJitisertic  per  square 
foot  of  pa-Dor,  is  about  all  that  can  be  tolerated  vdthout  injury  to 
the  rind.    Lemons  are  more  resistant  to  injury,  than  oranges,  v/hich 
need  some  additional  treatment  of  the  vjrap  to  protect  the  rind  from 
the  antiseptic.     It  was  found  that  if  the  wrap  is  impregnated  with  a 
fatty  oil,  such  as  peanut  or  olive  oil,  more  o-phenylDhenol  can  be 
used  without  injury  to  the  rind. 

Loan  For  Venezuela's  newly  created  Central  Bank  has 

Venezuela  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  private  loan  from  the 

National  City  Bank  of  Nev;  York,  says  Fan  American 
Fev/s  for  January  7.     It  is  believed  the  transaction  involves  a  short- 
term  credit  of  -"p  10  .COO  ,000 ,  to  be  used  to  liquidate  commercial  arrears 
and  to  finance  essential  imDorts.    Decrea.sed  petroleum  and  coffee 
m.arkets- have  injured  the  country's  external  purchasing  power. 

Irish  Potato  In  The  Market  Growers  Journal,  JanvLs.ry  1, 

Washing,  Drying         "Buxton  V/hite,  of  the  North  Carolina  Lepartm-ent  of 

Agriculture,  vrrites  a  "Sunmiary  of  Irish  Potato 
Washing  and  Drying  Experience  in  North  Carolina  During  IQ^O." 
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H.  Y.  ?^SP.S:TDU!^  The  New  York  Eerald  TriDune,  January  17, 

ON  MILK  OP!F  says  that  the  New  York  milk  referendum,  sched^aled 

for  next  Tuesday,  has  been  canceled  fcllov/ing  a 
U.  S.  District  Court  decree  issued  in  Washington. 


POST  WAE  PROgPA!-!  The  I'ew  York  Times,  Ja-raary  I7,   snys  that 

ON  TARIFF  0PjrZr.3D      William  L.  Monro,  president  of  the  American  Tariff 

League,  told  that  group's  fifty-sizth  ajinual  meet- 
ing Thursday  that  wider  use  of  quotas,  more  stringent  anti-dumping  laws, 
strict  enforcement  of  regulations  against  unfair  trade  practices  as 
they  relate  to  imports  pnd  establishment  of  American  rather  thpxi  foreign 
value  as  the  basis  for  duty  assessments  were  desirable  in  a  post  v/ar 
tariff  program.    Mr.  Monro  renewed  his  request  that  a  special  committee 
of  experts  be  crea.ted  by  Con^jress  to  study  tariff  and  trade  problems 
likely  to  arise  when  the  wsr  is  over. 

SRITONS  CO!-^LAIN  From  London,  January  16,   the  OTPS  says  that 

OP  }^IEAT  SIiORTAG-3        dissatisfaction  with  "the  chaotic  state  of  meat 

distribution,  resulting  in  a  shortage  of  supplies" 
is  expressed  in  a  resolution  sent  to  Food  Minister  Lord  Wcolton  by  an 
em.ergency  committee  of  the  London  Borough  of  Deptford.    The  committee 
dem?^jids  the  minister  take  all  the  necessary  steps  to  improve  the  situ- 
ation imniediately. 


AMS  REPORTS  ON  Milk  production,  favored  by  mild  weather,  in- 

DAIRY  PRODUCTION        creased  somev;hat  more  than  usual  d\iring  December 

and  by  the  end  of  the  month  it  v;?s  nearly  5  percent 
heavier  than  a  year  earlier,  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  reports. 
During  the  last  week  of  the  month  temperatures  tlirough  the  m?.in  Dairy 
Belt  from  Minnesota  and  lov/a  eastv/ard  v/ere  as  high  ?s  is  normal  for 
March.     The  rate  of  feeding  was  high  on  December  1,  but  increased  less 
than  usr.al,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  feeding  v.-as  no  heavier  than  a 
year  ago.     However,  v;ith  average  v/eather,  milk  production  is  expected 
to  average  a  litule  higher  than  a  year  ago  through  the  remainder  of  the 
current  feeding  period.  (Al-iS.) 
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I9U0  Secretary' s  !Faced  v;ith  nev/  difficulties  cpused  "by  the 

Report  Released         war,  accentuating  the  long-time  decline  in  our 

farm  export  trade,  agriculture  in  the  United  States 
is  nevertheless  pulling  its  full  v/eight  in  the  defense  program.  This 
is  a  main  theme  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
which  was  released  today.     Through  Federal,  State,  and  local  coopera- 
tion, the  report  says,  agriculture  is  maintaining  its  output  for  all 
requirements,  adjusting  its  crops  to  changing  demands,   conserving  soil, 
and  mobilizing  human  and  material  resources  for  the  general  welfare. 
The  report  covers  appro^timately  the  last  12  months  in  v/hich  Plenry  A. 
V/allace  held  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  carries  an  in- 
troductory note  Dy  Claude  R.  Wickard,  the  present  Secretary.     It  gives 
Mr.  vvallace's  views  of  the  war's  impact  on  agriculture;' of  the'  farmers' 
altered  readjustment  problem;  of  their  role  in  the  national  defense; 
of  the  agricultural  aspects  of  Western  Hemisphere  cooperation;  and  of 
broad  agricultural  policies  such  as  'the  conservation  program,  the  land 
use  reorganization  effort,  the  farm  security  program  for  rural  rehabil- 
itation, and  the  role  of  agricultural  science  and  technology -in  general 
economic  readjustment. 

Expect  Rise  In  Improvement  in  the  domestic  demand  for  farm 

Farm  Prices  products  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent,  the 

3AS  reported  Thursday.    Despite  the  virtual  loss  of 
export  markets  and  a  I9U0  volume  of  agricultural  production  equal  to  or 
in  excess  of  that  of  any  previous  year,  the  index  of  prices  received  by 
farmers  in  December  v/as  5  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  a 
further  sdvance  is  indicated  for  this  month.    Prospective  additional 
increases  in  consumer  income  are  expected  to  result  in  a  continuation 
of  the , improvement  in  domestic  demand  for  farm  products.    Costs  of 
farm  production  also  are  e^tpscted  to  rise.    The  Bureau  said  that  al- 
though the  present  high  rate  of  industrial  operations  will  make  diffi- 
cult the  attainment  of  full  seasonal  industrial "gains  during  the 'next 
.few  months,  intensification  of  efforts  to  rush  production  of  war  imple- 
ments for  export  and  for'  equipment  of  our  owti  expanded  military,  ma- 
chine probably  v/ill  result  in  a  further  increase  in  defense  building 
operations  and  later  a  substantial  further  increase  in  industrial  out- 
put. 

Institute  of  ITelson  A.  Rockefeller,  coordinator  of  commer- 

The  Americas  cial  and  cultural  relations  between  the  Americas, 

Propos-ed   ,   ,       .       has  made  plans  to  create  in  Washington  an  institute 

for  post-graduate  instruction  of  men  in  government- 
al, cultural,  and  commercial  fields  who  plan  to  work  and  live  in  Latin 
America,  says  United  States  Ksv;s  for  January  I7.    Rockefeller  believes 
such  an  institute  would  promote  hemisphere  solidarity,  regardless  of 
the  outcom.e  of  the  war  in  Europe. 
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Erosion  Has  Ruined  Soil  erosion  is  costing  the  United  States 

Half  01  Land  ,  more  than  53,  BOO,  000,  000  3.  yea^r  and  has  already 

damaged  half  the  land  of  the  country,  H.  H. 
Bennett,  Chief  of  the  U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Service,   declared  Thurs- 
day in  his  annual  report  to  the  Secretary.     The  productive  soil  v;ealth 
of  the  nation  is  not  as  great  as  most  people  commonly  believe  it  to  he, 
p.ccording  to  Bennett,  vjho  warned  "that  the  United  States  may  eventually 
he  face  to  face  with  a  serious  land  shortage  unless  erosion  is  effec- 
tively and  promptly  halted."    Srosion  must  he  controlled  not  only  on 
the  good  land  of  the  country,  he  said,  hut  on  the  medium-quality  crop- 
land and  on  the  large  areas  of  forest  and  grazing  land  as  well,  if  the  . 
U.  S.  is  to  support  its  population  adequately  and  counteract  the  grow- 
ing m.enace  of  floods  and  silting. 

Argentine-  A  nev;  trade  treaty  signed  "by  Argentina  and 

Cuhan  Treaty  Cuba  provides  for  favored-nation  treatment  regarding 

customs  duties  and  consular  fees,  says  the  Pan 
American  for  January.    Cuoa.  agrees  not  to  restrict  the  importation  of 
Argentine  motion  pictures  and  Argentina  reduces  duties  on  Cuhan  tobacco 
by  20  percent. 

Homogeni zat ion  Food  Industries,  Jainuary,  says  that  a  method 

Stabilities  of  sta.bxlizing  a  mixture  of  fresh  eggs,  liquid  milk, 

Perishables  shortening,  salt  and  sugar  against  bacterial  or 

fungicidal  spoilage  without  heat  sterilization  or 
use  of  refrigeration  is  disclosed  in  U.  S.  Patents  Nos.  2,197*220  and 
2,211,678,  granted  to  \villiam  R.  Voss  of  "ilwa^okee.     When  finished,  the 
mix  contains  approximately  oO  percent  total  solids  and  is  in  a  highly 
dispersed  state.     Sugar  in  solution  makes  up  at  least  30  percent  of  the 
total  mix,  and  the  fat  is  so  finely  dispersed  by  homogenization  that 
its  globules  are  2  microns  or  less  in  diam.eter. 

Q-allup  Speaks  In  Milk  Plant  monthly,  January,  there  is  the 

To  Dair^^men  text  of  a  speech  made  in  Chicago  recently  at  the 

annual  meeting  of  the  National  D^iry  Council  by  Dr. 
G-eorge  G-allup,  President  of  the  American  Institute  of  Public  Opinion. 
Ur.  G-allup's  general  idea  is  that  the  U.  S.  milk  industry  stands  high 
in  the  esteem  of  the  public,  but  that  milk  consumption  at  present  is 
only  half  v'hat  it  should  be,  and  we  can't  expect  to  solve  the  problems 
of  the  industry  until  consumption  is  stepped  up. 

N.  D.  Division  Of  The  Dakota' Parmer ,  January  11, '  contains  a  re- 

Cooperatives  port  by  Fath  Dahl,  North  Dakota's  Commissioner  of 

Agriculture  and  Labor,  on  the  first  year's  operation 
of  the  new  North  Dakota  Division  of  Cooperatives,  which  is  the  first 
state  division  of  its  kind  in  this  country. 
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More  Trade ;  ,  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  has  recently 

V/ith  Latin  -issued  a  booklet,  More  Trade  with  Latin  AxTierica. 

America  The  priinary  aim  of  trade  betveen  the  Americans,  it 

says,  should  he  to  develop  a  program  to  increase 
trade  on  a  sound  and  lasting  hasis.     V/e  must  not  think  of  inter-American 
cooperation  as  a  temporary  measure  to  "be  dropped  as  soon  as  the  war  is 
over. 

Seek  New  Flour  In  Science  Nev/s  Letter,.  January  11,  Jane 

Def initicn  ■  Stafford  tells  of  the  v/ork  now  going  on  in  the  Food 

and  JjT-.ig  Administra.tion  to  devise  a  new  definition 
of  flour.     She  sa^rs  that,  v:hen  this  work  is  finished,   the  present  defi- 
nition of  "flour?  ■  day  still  "be  the  same  for  white  flour  in  the  U.  S.  It 
will  not,  however,  be  the  legal  definition  of  all  wheat  flour.  Legally, 
there  v/ill  he  a  nev;  wheat  flour,  with  a  new  name*. 

Study  Liv-estock  In  Agricultural  Leaders'  Digest,  January,  E.J. 

Loss  Prevention         Johnson,  assista.nt  supervisor  of  agricultural  edu- 
cation for  Colorado,   telis  of  the  State-v/ide  project 
in  livestock  loss  prevention  now  in  force  in  Colorado.    Mr.  Johnson 
"gives  the  results  of  two  surveys,  made  in  193S  and  1939.  "by  75  Future 
Farmers  of  America  chapters  in  departments  of  vocational  agriculture 
in  Colorado  high  schools  on  livestock  loss  prevention.     The  survey 
covered  over  3*000  farms. 

Discusses  Turkey  In  Turkey  World,  January,  Df.  J.  Holmes  Martin, 

Incubation  .  of  Purdue  University,  v/rites  on  "Temperature  and 

Humidity  in  the  Turkey  Incubator."     Included  is  a 
"Incubation  Trouble  Shooting  Chart ,"  compiled  by  Dr.  Martin,  and  giving 
symptoms  of  various  incubation  troubles,   the  probably  causes  and  sug- 
gestions for  their  correction.  , 

Iowa  Farmers  On  V/allaces'  Farmer,  January  11,   contains  a  report 

European  V/ar         .      of  a,  poll  made  by  that  paper  to  find  out  the  opin- 
ions of  Iowa  farmers  as  to  America's  role  in  the 
present  European  war.     The  opinion  v/as  divided  as  follows: 

1) Increase  help  to 

Great  Britain.  ......  .■  .  ....Sli 

?) Declare  war  on 

G-ermany  Gfo 

3)G-ive  less  help  ,to 

Great  Britain.  11^ 

Don't  ship  arms"  to 

.  aziybody  1S4  . 

^)lJo  opinion   kfo 
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COMMEilCE  CHAMBER  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce .  January 

CALLS  FABm  PAELEY      21,  says  that  Delos  L.  James,  chief  of  the  ag- 
ricultural division  of  the  U.  S.  Chamher  of 
Commerce ,  has  issued  invitations  to  attend  a  private  conference  on 
farm  legislation,  to  "be  held  in  Chicago  the  end  of  this  month.  Ex- 
pected to  attend  are  USDA  officials,  including  R.  M.  Evans,  AAA 
Administrator,  and  men  conversant  with  individual . crops 
.  i    c  ^  covered  by  the  program. 


SEEKS  RETAINING  Erom  Albany,  N.Y. ,  January  20,  a  New  York 

OF  ORDER  ON  MILK        Times  dispatch  says  that  the  Assembly  Monday 

;  night  unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  urging 

Secretary  Wicl^rd  to  v/ithhold  his  contemplated  suspensi-^n  of  the 
Federal  order  regulating  the  handling  of  milk  in  the  New  York  City 
area  until  it  is  superseded  by  a  nev;  order  which  has  been  approved 
by  dairy  farmers.     Secretary  Wickard  has  announced  that  the  present 
order  will  be  suspended  February  28, 

BRITAIN-SPAIN  From  London.  January  I9,  the  AP  says  that 

SIGN  V/HEAT  PACT  the  British  Embassy  at  Madrid  and  the  Spanish 

Ministry  of  Industry  and  Cominerce  have  signed  an 
agreement  for  shipment  to  Spain  of  quantities  *f  Canadian  v/heat  now 
stored  by  Great  Britain  in  the  U.  S.    Under  the  agreement  a  first 
shipment  of  I5. 000  tons  will  leave  Baltimore  soon  in  Spanish  ships. 


SAYS  FARMERS  HAVE  Fr^m  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  January  20. 

REAL  RESPONSIBILITY  a  New  York  Herald  Tribune  dispatch  says  that 

John  H.  Light ,  Pennsylvania' s  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture told  the  Society  of  Farm  V/omen' s  convention  Monday  that  ^'the 
decadence  of  agriculture  alv/ays  is  the  first  sign  of  the  fall  of  a 
republic."     He  added  that,  "as  we  stand  at  the  threshold  of  the 
19^0' s,  we  may  be  approaching  a  danger  zone,  and  32,000,000  people 
who  live  on  farms  in  America  have  a  real  responsibility." 

WANTS  COOPERATION  From  Chicago,  January  20,  the  AP  says  th^t 

BET^^SN  FARMERS      '    Philip  R.  O'Brien,  inducted  as  President  of  the 
AWD  TRADE  BOARD         Board  of  Trade  Monday,  told  members  at  the  annual 

meeting  that  cooperation  between  the  Exchange  and 
farmers  is  necessary  for  the  proper  functioning  of  the  marketing  system. 
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Cuba  May  Finance  ?rcm  Havana,  January  20,  a  Nev;  York  Times 

Sugar  Surplus  dispatch  says  that  the  Cuban  C-overnment  is  con- 

sidering a  plan  for  internal  financing  of  a 
surplus  production  of  ^00, COO  tons  of  sugar  in  the  current  crop. 
The  plan,   said  to  resemble,  in  some  respects,  the  Chadbourne  plan, 
is  expected  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  obta.in  an  advance  from  the 
U.  S,  Export-Import  Sank, 

Heports  Argentine  From  Buenos  Aires,  an  AP  dispktch  says  that 

Flan  -  To  .  Sell  •  negotiations  are  reported  underv/ay  for  sale  of  a 

G-rain  To  Russia         part  of  Argentina's  6, COO, 000-ton  grain  surplus 

.    -    _     _  and  other  products  to  Soviet  Russia,-  due -ta 
Argentina's  acute-  economic  situation.     "It  is  no  longer  a  question  of 
v/hether  v/e  like  Ccmmuni  sm, "  said  a  source  close  to  the  Agriculture 
Ministry,  "it- is  a  _questicn  of  selling  grain  crops  vhich  threaten  to 
smash  Argentina's  econ^omic  structure  unless  the  markets  are  opened." 

Says  Budget  "Availability  of  $212 , 000 ,000- for  farm  parity 

V/as  Mi sread  On  ..  .  payment-s  under  the  budget  is  revealed  by  a  study 
Parity  Payments        .of  that  "document,  despite  prior  reports  that  the 

sum  vjas  only  ^U9,Sb6,l6o.     Confusion  over  the 
figures  resulted  from  the  manner  in  v;hich  the  budget  is  set  up.  The 
President's  estimate  for  parity  payments  v;as  indeed  the  lower  figure, 
but  the  budget  contains  langua,ge  giving  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
authority,  -subject  to  the  approval  cf  the  President,  to  obligate  an 
additional  sum  of  not  to  exceed  1(^2,000,000  for  this  purpose."  (New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  21.) 

U.  S ,  Builds  ■  The  New  York  Times,  January  21,  says  that 

Rubber  Supply  the  extent  to  v/hich  the  Federal  G-overnment  is 

building  up  its  strategic  materials  reserve 
for  national  defense  v/as  indicated  Monday  by  the  disclosure  that 
between  25»000  and  35*000  bales  of  rav;  rubber  had  been  landed  at 
Staten  Island  in  the  last  four  v;eeks  by  ships  arriving  from  Singapore. 

Canning.  Industry  From  Chicago,  January  20,  the  AP  says  that 

.Ready- !gor  Defense     .H,  F.  Krimendahl ,  president  of  the  National 

Canners  Association,  told  the  organization' s  con- 
vention Monday  that  the  canning  industry  is  v/ell  equipped  to  play  its 
part  in  the  national  preparedness  program.     He  added  that  he  hoped 
that  the  defense  program  v/ould  not  be  so  laid  and  so  administered 
that  it  v:ould  handicap  the  industry  after  the  present  emergency. 

World  Fair  "Deep  Rnots  For  American  Agriculture,"  the 

Exhibit  In  Patio  '  ,  USDA  World  Fair  Exhibit,  depicting  national  farm 

program  objectives,  has  been  assembled  in  the 
Patio  of  the  Administration  Building.     It  will  remain  on  viev/  through 
January  3I, 
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World  Rayon  -    -  The  AP ,  January  20,  says  that  the  Rayon  Organon 

Output  Soars  Monday  reported  that  world  production  of  rayon  in 

1940  reached  the  record  hreakin^e;  total  of  2,500,000,000 
pounds,  roughly  250,000,000  pounds  above  the  I939  output.    The  magazine 
attri"buted  the  increase  to  the  need  of  the  Axis  powers  for  a  substitute 
for  foreign-grown  cotton  and  v/ool. 

World  Rice  Preliminary  reports  indicate  that  the  v/orld's 

Crop  Lower  rice  crop  for  the  I9U0-UI  season  (August-July) 

will  he  in  the  neighborhood  of  6,900,000,000 
bushels  compared  with  7,100,000,000  bushels  in  1939-^0,  according  to 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,     The  aggregate  crop  in  Burma,  Thailand, 
and  French  Indochina,  the  three  largest  rice  surplus-producing  coun- 
tries, is  estimated  at  about  3  -percent  below  that  of  last  season.  The 
crop  in  Burma  is  believed  to  have  reached  a  record  level  of  U05. 0^)0, 000 
bushels  but  the  Thailand  crop  was  considerably  below  that  of  a  year 
ago*    The  Indochinese  crop  is  believed  to  be  about  the  same  as  that  of 
I93q-.1|0. 

Food  Stamp  Secretary  V/ickard  has  extended  the  Food  Stamp 

Extensions  Plan  to  include  the  City  of  ^uincy,  Massachusetts. 

and  to  an  area  in  New  Jersey  that  will  include  the 
Borough  of  Vineland  and  Landis  Tovmship. 

Lemon  Marketing  The  Surplus  Marketing  Administration  announced 

Referendum  Soon         Saturday  that  a  referendum  v;ill  be  held  among 

growers  on  a  proposed  Federal  marketing  agreement 
program  for  lemons  produced  in  California  and  Arizona.     The  proposed 
program  would  regulate  the  handling  of  lemons  shipped  in  interstate 
commerce  and  to  Canada  from  these  tv/o  States,  which  comprise  the  major 
commercial  lemon  producing  areas  of  the  United  States.     In  the  referen- 
dum, the  date  of  which  will  be  announced  soon  by  designated  agents  of 
Secretary  Wickard.  growers  v/ill  vote  on  the  issu£(.ncc  of  a  Federal  order 
which  would  make  the  terms  of  the  marketing  agreement  applicable  to  all 
handlers.     At  the  same  time,  the  marketing  agreement  will  be  submitted 
to  handlers  for  their  approval. 

BPI  Issues  Notable  progress  in  soils  and  plant  research 

I9UQ  Report  ds  summarized  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Bureau  of 

Plant  Industry,  made  public  Sunday,     In  the  report 
Br.  E.  C.  Auchter,  Chief  of  the  Bureau,  points  out  that  the  broad  and 
fundamental  character  of  much  of  the  bureau's  research  makes  the  results 
adaptable  to  varying  conditions.     Whether  in  normal  times  or  in  periods 
of  stress,  he  adds,  the  steady  march  of  plant  and  soil  research  is  a 
source  of  national  strength.     The  report  contains  more  than  100  short 
items  of  progress  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30 ,  19^^0. 
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Canadian  Tobacco  "  The  Canadian  tobacco  crop  of  19^0  is  now  placed 
Crop  Reduced  at  60, 300,000  pounds  against  107,700,000  pounds  pro- 

duced in  1939 t  according  to  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 
Flue-cured  leai"  accounted  for  about  65  percent  of  the  19^tO  crop,  against 
about  75  percent  flue-cured  in  1939 •    Lower  yields  on  a  sharply  reduced 
acreage  made  the  19^0  crop  the  smallest  since  193'^»    Negotiations  are 
now  under  way  for  the  sale  of  Canadian  tobacco  to  Australia  (n, 000, 000 
pounds)  and  to  ^Tew  Zealand.    Fearly  all  of  the  flue-cured  crop  has  been 
sold,  chiefly  to  Canadian  manufacturers.    Prices  for  cash  sales  of  the 
Ontario  flue-cured  crop  averaged  one-half  cent  more  than  the  negotiated 
minimum  price  of  20.5  Cane^dian  cents  per  po^Jind. 

MS  Reports  On  Dairy  production  has  increased  sharply  since 

Dairy  Situation         the  seasonal  low  point  in  production  in  the 

latter  part  of  I9UC,  and  in  early  January  19^1  was 
at  the  highest  level  on  record  for  that  season  of  the  year.  Total 
milk  production  on  January  1  was  about  5  percent  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.    A  record  volume  of  milk  production  appears  in  prospect  for 
the  remainder  of  the  feeding  period.     Butter  and  cheese  prices  reached 
a  3-year  high  in  early  December  but  have  since  declined  more  than 
usual  for  that  time  of  year.     Butter  prices  had  increased  to  a 
relatively  high  level,  but  with  a  marked  increase  in  butter  production 
prices  reacted  sharply.    Although  prices  in  early  January  were  some- 
what lower  than  a  year  earlier,  it  seems  probable  that  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  feeding  period  they  will  average  as  high  as  in  the  same 
period  of  I9U0,  if  not  higher.     The  improvement  in  the  purchasing  power, 
of  consumers  is  expected  to  offset  the  effect  of  higher  production  on 
prices.  (EAE) 

"Cood  Neighbor"  A  new  chapter  in  Oood  Neighbor  radio  relations 

Radio  Relations  opened  recently  when  the  N.B.C.   started  broadcasting 

to  Latin  America  special  programs  which  its  chain 
of  affiliated  stations  south  of  the  Rio  G-rande  nov/  has  permission  to 
rebroadcast  locally,  says  Business  Week  for  January  U. 

jpain  Seeks  The  Christian  Science  Monitor,  January  I3,  in 

S.A.  Trade  a  dispatch  from  Buenos  Aires,  says  that  Spanish 

diplomatic  agents  in  South  America,  acting  on  in- 
structions from  Madrid,  are  seeking  more  barter  contracts  on  the  South 
American  Continent  to  speed  food  to  the  peninsula,  where  the  scarcity 
first  caused  by  the  civil  v/ar  has  become  acute  under  the  British 
blockade  of  Nazi-dominated  Europe.     To  pay  for  this  food,  principally 
cereals,  Spain  is  offering  iron  products  from  Bilbao,  machinery  and 
cork. 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,        S.  Department  of  .-^r. culture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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SCUTHSRIT '  HSACTIOrl  The  New  York  Jo^jrnal  of  Commerce,  January  22, 

TC  COTTON  PLAINT  says  that  its  Southern  correspondents  write  that 

Secretary  V/ickard's  plan  for  a  voluntarj^  reduction 
of  cotton  acreage  calculated  to  cut  IP^-^-l  production  to  1,000,000  hales, 
payment  for  which  v;ould  he  made  in  the  form  of  cotton  stamps  has  met 
with  vaxying  reactions  in  the  South.     They  report  that  the  plan  has 
gained  considerahle  favor  in  central  and  western  portions,  although  in 
the  Southeast  it  is  referred  to  as  a  "dud"  which  failed  to  stir  up  any 
enthusiasm  among  producers. 


SIiaLI SH-ERAZI LI AI'T  From  London,  January  21,  a  New  York  Journal 

COTTON  D5AL  SSEN       of  Cozimerce  dispatch  says  that  the  Lancashire  cot- 
ton trade  has  submitted  to  authorities  a  proposal 
to  make  a  large  bulk  purchase  of  Brazilian  cotton  under  a  plan  similar 
to  the  Egyptian  cotton  scheme.     It  is  expected  that  simultaneously 
there  will  be  increased  purcha.ses  of  Peruvian  cotton. 

EEND5RS0N  DOUBTS  .  Prom  Chicago,  January  21,  the  AP  says  that 

POOD  PRIC3  RISS         Leon  Henderson,  director  of  price  stabilization 

for  the  National  Defense  Council,  said  Tuesday 
that  the  nation's  food  prices  would  remain  constant  "notv;ithstanding 
any  national  emergency."    Speaking  before  the  National  Vfnolesale  G-ro- 
cers'  Association,  Mr.  Henderson  said  the  Defense  Council  aimed  to 
protect  both  consum-ers  and  manufacturers  from  "sudden  and  unv;arranted 
price  rises." 


ARCENTIN5  DAIRY  Prom  Buenos  Aires,  January  20,  a  New  York 

EXPORTS  UP  Journal  of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that  Argentine 

exports  of  dairy  products  expanded  sharply  during 
19^0,  helping  to  counteract  the  general  shrinkage  in  Argentine  ship- 
ments during  the  year.     Total  exports  of  dairy  produce  in  19^0  amounted 
to  3S,360  tons,  valued  at  27f^01,352  pesos,  as  compared  with  32,210  tons, 
valued  at  19,77^.997  pesos,  in  1939- 
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'Grain  Prices  From  Chicago,  Decei3"ber  21,  the  OTPS  says  that 

Dovm  in  Chicago         uneasiness  in  regard  to  prospective  legislation 

v;as  largely  responsible  for  general  selling  of 
grain  futures  Tuesday,  and  wheat  declined  ah cut  1  cent  at  one  time,  to 
the  lowest  price  since  December  23'  At  no  time  did  the  markets  show  a 
disposition  to  rally  and  the  closing  prices  on  the  Board  of  trade  were 
at  "bottom.  "iVheat  futures  closed  v/ith  losses  of  3/^  to  f/S  cent  lower, 
and  corn  was  3/S  to  1/ 2  cent  lower. 

Britons  Warned  From  London,  January  21,  the        says  that 

Of  Meat  Drop  .  Lord  V7oolton,  I'inister  of  Food,  advised  Sritons 

Tuesday  that  they  "must  expect  a  decline  in  offer- 
ings of  meat  from  the  home  markets  as  a  result  of  weather  conditions." 
He  announced  that  those  unable  to  obtain  their  full  meat  ration  (about 
25  cents  a  person  weekly)  v/ould  be  allov/ed  to  make  up  the  amount  in 
corned  beef. 

Canada' s  19 Up     .  From  Ottawa,  January  21,  the  llew  York  Journal 

V/heat  Crop  Up  of  Commerce  says  that  a  3-overnment  estimate  states 

that  Canada' s  19^^'  wheat  crop  has  superseded  the 
1939  crop  as  the  second  largest  in  Canadian  wheat  history.    The  third 
official  estimate  of  the  iq^'O  yield  places  the  crop  at  551»39'^»000 
bushels.  ■  -  ■         '  - 

Less  Hogs;  More  Marketings  of  hogs  wall  be  considerably 

Cattle  And  Lambs        smaller  this  year  than  last,  but  slaughter  supplies 

of  grain-fed  cattle  nest  spring  and  summer  v;ill  be 
larger  than  in  the  same,  period  last  year,  and  slaughter  supplies  of 
sheep  and  lambis  during  the  remainder  of  the  fed-la:mb  marketing  season 
-  through  April  -  probably  v.lll  be  larger  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  IQ^O.    This  sums  up  the  current  and  prospective  livestock 
supply  situation,  in  the  monthly  analysis  issued  Tuesday  by  the  BA3. 
The  ratio  of  hog  prices  to  corn  prices  is  now  favorable  for  hog  pro- 
ducers for  the  first  time  in  more  than  a  year.    Hog  prices  rose  sharp- 
ly in  late  December  and  in  the  first  half  of  January  as  the  weekly 
rate  of  hog  marketings  decreased  from  the  high  level  of  early  December. 

3  ACS  Make  a  New  things  of  wide  variety  are  included  in  the 

Aahufta.  Report  list  of  IQl'O  accomplishments  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 

culturaJ.  Chemistry  and  Engineering  as  detailed  in 
its  Annual  Report  to  the  Secretary  by  Dr.  Henry  &.  Hnight,  Chief  of 
the  Bureau.    Findings  ranged  from  ways  of  controlling  off-flavor  in 
frozen  asparagus  to  changes  in  silo  construction  made  necessary  by  the 
nev:  practice  of  putting  up  green  grass  for  cow  feed.     The  report  called 
attention  to  progress  made  in  building  and  equipping  the  four  new  Re- 
gional Laboratories  for  Research  on  Industrial  Utilization  of  Farm  Com- 
modities, some  of  which  already  house  a  part  of  their  scientific  staffs 
and  have  started  on  research  programs. 
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Maine  Area  Gets  .     .  Secretary  Wickard  annoTjnced  Tuesday  that  the 

?Qod' Stamp  Plan"        Food  Stamp  Plan  for  distributing  surplus  agricul- 
tural commodities  will  "be  extended  to  an  area  in 
Maine  which  will  include  the  cities  of  Augusta,  G-ar diner,  and  Waterville 

Weather  ,  According  to  the  weekly  weather  and  crop  bulle- 

Report  tin,  because  of  additional  moderate  to  heavy  rains 

from  the  lower  Mississippi  Valley  eastv/ard  and  pre- 
vious ra.ins  in  central  and  eastern  Texas,'  the  soil  continued  mostly  too 
wet,  for  seasonal  farm  operations  in  Southern  States  the  past  week, 
while  heavy  rains  caused  more  or  less  damage  to  winter-truck  crops  in 
Florida.     In  general,  winter  crops  in  the  South  made  only  fair  advance 
as  the  rains  were  folio v;ed  by  abnormally  low  temperatures  which  carried 
freezing  weather  to  the  middle  G-ulf  coast  and  also  into  northern  Flori- 
da.   There  was  some  frost  damage,  but  it  v;as  not  extessiTe.  Continued 
mild  temperatures  were  favorable  for  livestock  in  the  vjestern  range 
country,  although  heavier  feeding  v;as  necessary  in  the  upper  Mississippi 
VaJley  and  Northwest  because  of  glaze  conditions  and  snow  cover.  Pre- 
cipitation of  the  week  was  favorable  for  replenishing  the  subsoil  mois- 
ture in  the  interior  valleys,  but  more  is  needed  in  some  areas,  such 
as  paints  of  Illinois.     In  tne  southern  G-reat  Plains  the  moisture  situ- 
ation is  unusually  favorable,  even  the  subsoil  being  now  fairly  v/ell 
supplied;  wheat  v;ould  afford  much  pasturage  in  this  area  if  fields 
were  not  too  wet  for  grazing. 

Frozen  Food  '•  The  remarkable  growth  in  the  frozen-food  in- 

Locker  Use  Up  dustr3'-  in  the  last  10  years  had  made  more  than 

1,000,000  frozen-food  lockers  available  today  to 
farm  and  city  housewives,  the  FCA  reports.    Approximately  3»200  locker 
plants  with  an  average  capacity  of  330  lockers,  are  nov/  in  operation.  , 
Three-fourths  of  the  lockers  now  in  service  are  being  used  by  farm 
fajnilies.     States  leading  in  the  number  of  locicer  plants  are  Iov;a, 
'i/^ashington,  Minnesota,  and  V7isconsin,  all,  of  which  are  predominately 
rural,  it  is  pointed  out.    Rapid  expansion  is  taking  place  in  some  of 
the  southern  states,  especially  Texas,  Tennessee,  Mississippi  and 
Alabama. 

Sr.  Stine  S-peaks  The  G-reensboro  News,  Januarjr  16,  says  that 

to  AAA.  Workers  Dr.  0.  C.  Stine,  agricultural  economist,  USDA, 

told  AAA.  workers,  agents  and  county  assistants 
from  six  North  Carolina  counties  that  the  need  for  diversified  farming 
in  the  U.  S.  is  now  more  pronounced  than  ever,  due  to  the  European  war 
and  the  American  national  defense  program. 

Milk  Market  In  The  Pacific  Dairy  Review,  January,  Clarence 

Dilepuna  M.  Smith,  president  and  general  manager  of  the 

Central  Milk  Agency,  Downey,  California,  writes 
on  "The  Milk  Market  Dilemma." 
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"The  Mexican  The  U.SJD^.  Li^brary  has  recently  received 

Challenge"  "The  Mexican  Challen^e^"  by  Prank  L.  KLuckholm. . 

Discussing  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  the  author  says  that  if  Mexico  could  compose  her  troubles  and 
become  a  prosperous  and  productive  neighbor,  almost  no  price  vould  be 
too  high  to  pay.    The  United  States  as  a  nation  could  afford  to  lose 
investments  and  trade  for  50  years  or  more  to  aid  in  accomplishing  such 
a  goal,  the  author  believes, 

Brazilian  '  The  Brazilian  Government  is  embarking  on  a 

Agriculture  program  to  put  into  production  vast  uncultivated 

areas  suited  to  agriculture,  says  the  Pan  American 
for  January.    The  plan  includes  more  experiment  stations,  large-scale 
farming  by  machines,  central  markets  equipped  with  refrigeration,  and 
government  financing  of  the  purchase  of  agricultural  machinery. 

.  New  Melon  Is  Country  Gentleman,  February,  tells  of  the 

Vilt-Resistant  development  of  the  new  wilt-resistant  melon,  the 

Golden  Gopher,  by  research  men  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota.    The  new  variety  has  proved  highly  resistant  to  fusarium 
wilt  on  highly  infested  fields.    The  fruit-  is  grayish-green  when  im- 
mature, becoming  definitely  yellow  at  maturity.    The  flesh  is  orange 
in  color,  and  has  a  high  sugar  content* 

Turkey  Breeds  Turkey  World,  January,  includes  an  outline 

Described  description  of  all  the  well-knov/n  turkey  breeds. 

Each  breed  is  discussed  as  to  general  conformation 
and  shape,  ideal  weight  and  color,  and  tips  are  given  on  some  color 
defects  that  should  be  avoided, 

Bolivian  '  Unlike  most  all  other  Latin  American  coun- 

Exports      ■  tries,  Bolivia,  because  of  her  mineral  resources, 

finds  her  export  income  greatly  improved  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  war,  says  Pan  American  News  for  January  Export  income 
has  nearly  doubled,  in  fact,  since  war  days. 

New  Fabric  As  Farm  Journal  and  Farmer »s  Wife,  February, 

Lining  For  Cotton      says  that  USDA  gin  technologist  J.  S»  Tov/nsend 
Gin  Poller  has  super-' I  sod  the,  installation  of  a  new  type 

fabric  CO ^  vou  gin  rollr.r  of  waterpro::!'  packing, 
such  as  Is  used  in  steam  jrac'i!  j^^t     in_  a  g:-.n  at  Ocala,  F'o.-'i'a.  It 
is  a  rubberized  cotton  faTccic.  ^^uch  as  that  used  in  auto-aco -2  e  tires, 
and  was  installed  because  of  the  shortiage  of  walrus  hides,  x,L3  usual 
material  for  such  roller o.     Xnturnational  hunting  restrictions  have 
greatly  reduced  the  import  of  these  hides. 
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STATS  miTY  Prom  Albany,  New  York,  January  22.  a  New 

UHGED  ET  LSHI'iAIT         York  Times  dispatch  says  that  Governor  Lehman, 

speaking  "'Wednesday  at  the  annual  farm  dinner  of 
the  State  Agricultural  Society,  urged  agriculture,  and  particularly 
the  milk  industry,  to  lay  aside  internal  differences  and  cooperate 
v/ith  the  Federal  and  State  Governments  in  building  uv  national  de- 
fense plans,, 

V  

TO  PRESS  miY:^  From  Chicago.  January  22,  a  New  York  Times 

ON  FOOD  MONOPOLY        dispatch  says  that  Corwin  T.  Edwards,  of  the  Anti- 
Trust  Division  of  the  Depsrtnent  of  Justice,  told 
members  and,  guests  of  the  iTational  Hetailer-Ov/ned  Grocers,  Inc.,  that 
numerous  charges  of  coercive  price-fixing,  boycotting  of  competitive 
types  of  distribution  and  monopolistic  practices  in  grocery  retailing 
against  corporate  chains  and  independent  retailers  have  been  received 
by  the.  Justice  Department.     He  added  that  indictments  against  inde- 
pendents will  probably  come  before  those  against  chains,  but  said  that 
this  would  be  due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  investigations  directed 
against  a  number  of  small  firms  can  be  completed  much  more  rapidly  than 
those  involving  similar  charges  against  a  few  large  companies. 


COTTON  JL^vlPS  MORE  The  AP,  January  23,  says  that  Wednesday  in 

THADJ  35(?^  A  PALE  New  York  cotton  jumped  35  to  80  cents  a  bale,  after 

vrorking  progressively  lower  for  the  last  ten  days 
or  so.    Buying  was  influenced  by  broad  demands  for  textiles  and  good 
business  in  Southern  spot  cotton  markets. 

BANANAS  USED  FOR  The  UP,  January  22,  says  that  tlie  Maritime 

LAUITCHING  SHIPS  Commission  announced  Wednesday  that  it  was  contri- 

buting to  hem.i spheric  solidarity  by  increasing  the 
consumption  of  "riDe,  Juic^'  bananas  in  launching  new  ships.     The  ob- 
jective of  a  launching,  according  to  the  commission,  is  for  the  vessel 
to  slide  promptly  from  dry  land  into  deep  water.    For  this  purpose, 
juicy  bananas  have  been  found  an  efficient  substitute  for  launching 
grease. 
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Canners  Favor  Prom  Chicago,  Januarv  22,  a  ITev;  York  Herald 

Aid  To  Britain  Tribune  dicpatch  says  that  the  ITational  Cgnners' 

AssociaoX  on  adopted  a  resolution  Wednesday  commending 
a  program  to  aid  G-reat  Britain  and  urged  that  such  a  program  ""be  carried 
forv/ard  to  the  greatest  extent  possible  consistent  v.rith  the  needs  of 
our  ovn  national  defense.'^ 

Dec.  Cigarette  The  AP,  January  22,  says  that  figures  released 

Production  Up  by  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue  showed  that 

December  production  .of  cigarettes  throughout  the 
nation  amounted  to  13,2lV, 6C2,SB6  cigarettes,  as  against  a  national  total 
of  12,802.800,103  the  previous  December.     The  December,  I9U0,  production 
for  domestic  consumption  set  a  new  high  for  December  cigarette  production. 

Argentina  Limits  The  Argentine  G-overnment  has  announced  a  300,000- 

Fear  Exports  box  limitation  on  exports  of  pears  to  the  United 

To  United.  States        States  in  the  current  season  to  April  1,  according  to 

advices  received  in  the  Office  of  -Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations.    About  265 f 000  boxes  v;ere  shipped  last  season.  •  This  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Argentine  G-overnment  seems  certain  to  contribute  strongly 
to  the  stabilization  of  the  pear  market  in  the  United  States  d.uring  the 
next  few  months  and  v/lll,  therefore,  be  of  mutual  benefit  to  the  pear 
grov;ers  of  both  countries. 

Stamp  Plan  -Secretary  WicKard  Ivednesday  extended  the  Cotton 

Extensions  Stamp  Plan  to  include  the  city  of  Anadarko,  Oklahoma, 

and  the  rest  of  Caddo  County,  and  extended  the  Pood 
Stamp  Plan  to  include  Danville,  Illinois,  and  the  rest  of  Yiermilion  County. 

EAI  Issues  Further  progress  in  reducing  livestock  diseases 

Annual  Report  and  continuation  of  a  wide  range  of  research 

projects  are  among  the  highlights  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  issued  today.     It  covers  the  year  ended 
J-ane  36,  I5U0.     In  it  Dr.  John  R.  Mohler ,  chief  of  that  Bureau,  discusses 
experimental  and  reg^jlatory  v;ork  contributing  to  livestock  health,  to  the 
improvement  of  strains  of  farm  animals,  and  to  the  Nation's  livestock  re- 
sources.    The  report  also  shov/s  many  Bureau  men  —  veterinarians,  animal 
husbandmen  and  other  specialists  —  to  be  available  for  national  defense 
duties.     These  men  —  some  v/ith  previous  war  experience  —  are  prepared 
to  aid  in  drafting  programs  for  adequate  supplies  of  meat,  vtdoI,  horses, 
and  related  materials  needed  by  the  military  and  civilians  here  and 
abroad. 

Books  On  Tvro  books  on  Latin  America  were  recently  acquired 

Latin  America  by  the  U.S.D.A,  Library.     They  are:     Economic  G-eography 

of  South  America,  by  V/hitbeck,  V/illiams,  and  Christians 
and  Historical  Evolution  of  Hispanic  A^ierica,  by  Rippy. 
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Hem i sphere  .-.  A  Western  Hemisphere  Committee  for  the  Dairy 

Dairy  Committee         Industries  has  been  organized,  says  the  Pan  American 

f©r  January..    Its  chject.  is  "to  stimulate  and  "broaden 
the  development  of  the  dairy  industries. throughout  the  Western  ■, 
Hemisphere." 

Yolk  Movement  The  Country.  Gentleman,  Fehruary,  says  that 

Shows  Hatchahility    E.  M.  Funk,  of.  the  Missouri . Experiment  Station, 

reports  that  the  rate  of  movement  of  the  yolk, 
vrhen  an  egg  is  rotated  before  an  electric  candler,  is  an  indicatipn 
of  the  egg's  ability  to  hatch.  The  observations  were  made  on  more 
than  U,000  eggs.  The  hatchability  of  the  fertile  eggs  in  which  the 
movement  of  the  yolk  was  sluggish  v;as  77.5  percent,  whereas  it  was 
only  63.6  percent  in- those  egg's  in  which  the' movement  of  the  yolk  . 
was  rapid. 

Important  Inter-  Pathfinder,  January.  IS,  says  that  sixteen 

American  Meets        ^    inter-American  conferences  are  so  far  scheduled' 

for  I9UI.    Among  the  most  iinportant  is  the  \. 
Regional  Conference  of  Eiver  Plate  countries  (Argentina,  Uruguay, 
Bolivia,  Brazil  and  Paraguay),  meeting  the  v/eek  of  January  15  in.  . 
Montevideo. 

Three  Hew  Types  The  Produce  Guide,  January  11,  says  that 

Of  Vegetables  three  nev/  important  additions  to  the  family  of 

vegetables  have  be'en  announced-  recently.  They 
are  the  rhubarb  chard,  a  Swiss  chard  that  locks  like  a  rhubarb,  the  ■.• 
pure  alabaster  v/hite  tomato,  termed  the' latest  and  most  startling  . 
vegetable  novelty  horticulture  has  developed  in  many  years,  and  a. 
new  tender  pod  bean,  stringless  and  fiberless.    The  pods  of  this 
bean  are  U-I/2  to  5  inches  long,  smooth,  dark  green  v/ith  an  unusually 
long  tip. 

Important  Farm  "The  problem  of  economic  preparedness  for 

Institute  Meet  the  violent  ad.jusi:ment s  that  v/ill  come  at  the  end 

of  the  vfar ,  as  well  as  for  the  war  period  itself, 
will  be  discussed  by  some  of  the  nation's  leading  statesmen  and 
thinkers  at  the  National  Farm  Institute,  to  be  held  in  Des  Moines 
February  21-22.    Agriculture  is  beset  with  difficulties  in  trying  to 
maintain  its  position  in  a  ra-pidly  changing  world.     This  year's 
Institute,  it  is  believed,  v/ill  make  a  major  contribution  to  the 
planning  that  farmers  must  do  for  the  future."     (V/allaces'  Farmer, 
January  11). 

Mexican  The  wave  of  business  confidence  in  Mexico  is 

Budget  illustrated  by  the  bumper  budget  for  I9UI,  says 

Pan  American  News  for  January  7.     It  totals  ^92, 000. 000 
pesos  and  is  the  largest  the  country  has  ever  had.     The  biggest  item  goes 
to  the  Ministry  of  National  Defense  with  110,000,000  pesos. 
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BAE  On  Poultry  Farm  marketings  of  poultry  are  expected  to  "be 

And  Egg  Situation      moderately  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  during  the  next 

several  months,  "but  receipts  at  principal  markets 
may  be  little  different  from  those  in  early  19^0  since  there  again  will^. 
be  hesivy  ihtermarket  movements  of  storage  poultry.     Storage  stocks  of 
poultry  now  are  the  largest  on  record.    Despite  the  sm-aller  hatch  in  IQ^O 
than  in  1933 »  receipts  of  dre?s^d  poultry  at  principal .market s  in  the 
last  half  of  the  year  were  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    A  major  part  of 
these  larger  receipts  in  the  last  half  of  19^0  appear  to  have  been  the 
result  of  heavy  marketings  of  fowl  and  turkeys  and  substantial  inter- 
market  movements  of  storage  poultry,  especially  in  the  late  summer  and 
early  fall  months.     The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  chickens 
in  mid-December  was  about  1-l/U  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and 
only  &bout  1/2  cent  below  the  10-year  (I929-38)  average  price  for  that 
date.     (BAE)  ■  .  ... 

Eruit  Research  In  California  Cultivator,  Janu2.ry  11,  W.  V. 

In  Europe  Ci^uess  of  the  University  of  California  writes  on  a 

visit  he  i::ade  a  year  ago  to  a  number  of  l<3ading  col- 
leges, uriiversi ties  and  research  institutions  in 
^gypt ,  Ireland i  England,  France,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Holland,  Denmark,- 
Sweden  and  Norway..    His  principal  interest  v/as  in  research  in  fruit  and 
vegetable  products  and  in  the  industrial  technology  of  these  products 
in  the  countries  visited. 

Sees  Cotton  "Some  U.  S,  officials  are  privately  disturbed 

"Appeasers" .  over  development  of  so-called  appeasement  sentiment 

in  the  cotton  business.    With  huge  surpluses  on 
hand  and  mounting,  cotton  brokers,  handlers  and  some  producers  naturally 
want  to  recover  the  export  market  as  soon  as  possible.     In  talks  with 
Administration  officials,  they've,  shown  their  anxiety  both  to  regain 
Continental  European  markets  and  to  preserve  the  Japanese,  market .  Their 
behind-scenes  pressure  helped  to  block  action  to  restrict  Japanese  silk 
imports.    Activity  of  this  group  is  quiet   and  backstage  now,  partly 
because  of  the  South' s  strongly  pro-British  sympathies,  but  it  may  come 
into  the  open  soon  in  the  controversy  over  cotton  production  control  for 
next  year."     (IT ewsweek,  January  20.) 

Kidney  Extract  •  Butcher's  Advocate,  Janua.ry  1^,  says  that  a 

Lowers  Blood  Count     new  kidney  extract,  made  from  many  filterings  of 

animal  kidneys,  has.  been  found  tc,  3  ■.:^^^er  blood  pres- 
sure-, according  to  tests  made  at  Indianapolis  City  Hc5y-Ital.  Patients 
suffering  from  high  blood  pressure,  on  whom  the  kidney  ^Bxtract  was  tried, 
were  benefited,  although  doctors  pointed  out  that  the  treatment  was 
still  in  the  experimental  stages. 
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ACTION  IS  BLOCKED  The  Few  York  Journal  of  Coiiimerce,  January  2k, 

ON  COTTON  MEASURE      says  that  efforts  to  rush  the  McKellar  hill  to 

prohibit  reconcent ration  of  Government  ovmed  cotton 
at  coastal  ports,  through  the  Senate  Agricultural  Committee  and  possibly 
the  Senate  itself,  v/ere  blocked  Thursday  by  Senator  Ellender  (Dem.  ,  La.) 
at  a  surprise  session  of  the  committee  on  the  legislation. 

COTTON  GIFNINCS  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  2k, 

ll,931fO^^  EALES        says  that  the  Census  3urea.u  reported  Thursday  that 

11,931 t012  running  bales  of  cotton  had  been  ginned 
from  the  19^0-^1  crop  to  January  16.     The  figure  compared  v/ith 
11,^3^,504  bales  ginned  prior  to  December  I3 ,  11,412,432  prior  to 
January  6,  last  year,  and  11,552,913  "t^'^o  seasons  ago. 


TEXAS  RUST  MAY  Rust  in  grain  that  developed  in  late  fall  in 

HARI^  I9HI  GPwAIN  Southern  Texas  may  become  a  "serious  hazard"  to 

the  19^1  grain  crop  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
E.  S.  McEadden  of  the  U,  S.  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  has  reported  from 
College  Station,  Texas,     The  danger  was  created  late  in  September  when 
northerly  v^rinds  that  blew  continuously  for  three  days  carried  rust 
from  northern  areas  to  southern  Texas  and  Mexico  to  infect  wheat  and 
other  grains.    The  overwintering  rust  on  grain  in  the  South,  says  Mc- 
Fadden,  forms  a  reservoir  of  infection  from  which  rust  may  be  carried 
northv/ard  by  southerly  winds,  more  or  less  prevalent  in  spring  and 
early  summer ,  v/hen  winter  v;heat  in  the  central  Great  Plains  and  spring 
wheat  in  the  Dakotas  and  Minnesota  are  in  prime  condition  for  rust 
infection. 


IQUI  SUGAR  BEET      '  The  Sugar  Division  of  the  AAA  Th'orsday  announced 

ACREAGE  ALLOCATED      the  allocation  to  sugar  beet  growing  districts  of  the 

820,000  acres  which  are  to  be  distributed  in  I9U1 
among  -producers  who  v/ish  to  qualify  for  government  payments  under  the 
Sugar  Act  of  1937.     The  19^1  national  beet  acreage  allotment,  which  was 
announced  December  I3 ,  represents  a  reduction  of  l6.2  percent  from  the 
979,000  acres  planted  in  I9U0,  of  lb. 9  percent  from  the  average  planted 
acreage  of  927,000  acres  in  the  I93B-U0  period,  and  of  11.5  percent  from 
the  average  of  927,000  acres  in  the  I936-U0  period.     The  reduction  is  re- 
quired under  the  Sugar  Act  of  1937  beetause  excessive  stocks  of  be'et  sugar 
have  accumulated  following  record  production  in  the  domestic  beet  area 
during  the  last  three  years. 
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Pood  Stamp  Secretary  Wickard  announced  Thursday  that  the 

Extensions  Food  Stamp  Plan  will  te  extended  to  the  rest  of 

Montgomery  County,  K'ew  York,   (the  city  of  Amsterdam, 
in  Montgomery  County  v/as  selected  for  the  Stsjnp  Plan  on  December  20, 
1940);  to  G-oldsooro,  Horth  Carolina,  and  the  rest  of  Wayne  County,  and 
to  the  town  of  Montclair,  New  Jersey. 

BAE  Heports  On  Indications  are  that  total  product5Jon  of  the 

•pruit  Situation         I5  important  fruits  in  .19^0-Ul  will  "be  ahout  13* 7 

Eiillion  tons  compared  .with  lU„U  million  tons .  in 
1939-UO  and  the  193-1+^38  average  of  12. 6. .million  tons.    Altho^Jgh  the  '; 
fruit  crop  this  year  is  smaller  than  in  1939-^0,  "the  virtual  loss  of 
the  export  market  made  it  advisable  for  the  Surplus  Marketing' -Administra- 
tion to  set  up  purchasing  program. s  for.  certain  fruits  (apples,  pears, 
peaches,  prunes,  -raisins,  and  citj-us).    The  intent  v/as  to  purchase 
quantities  of  these  fruits  approximately  equal  to  the  amounts  that  would 
have  "been  eXjDor ted  under  normal  conditions.    Large  purchases  of  fresh 
fruit  by  the  SM,  coupled  v;ith  a  smaller  crop  and  increased  consumers' 
income,  have  resulted  in  farm  prices  of  most  fruits  averaging  slightly 
to  moderately  higher  than  a  year  earlier This  spread  is  expected  to 
increase  as  the  effect  of  increased  consumers'  income  on  fruit  prices 
becomes  more  m.arked,  (EA3) 

Economic  ■  The  basis  of  hemisphere  defense  and  cooperation 

Unity  fit  into  the  needs  of  the  Americas  and  the  trend  of 

the  times,,  says  Lewis  Corey  in  The  Nation  for  January 
U.    The  trend  is  toward  greater  economic  unity  and  self-sufficiency  of 
regions  and  continents.  • 

New  Cotton  G-in  ^  Prom  Greenville ,  Mississippi ,  January  12,  the 

Development  '  AP  Says  '  that .  a.  new  tjrpe  cotton  gin,  embodying  the 

revolutionary  principle  of  air-roll,  is  being 
tested  now  by  its  inventor,  Charles  R.  Berry,  who  claims  it  is  the  first 
fundamental  departure  in  cotton  ginning. since  Sli  Whitney  evolved  the 
savr-tooth  method. 

Alphabetical  In  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  17 » 

Lebels  Aid  Buyer        C.  W.. Kitchen,  Chief , of  Agricultural  Marketing 

Service,  writes  on  the  help  derived  by  the  consumer 
from  alphabetical  grade  labels.    He  outlines  the  G-overriment  procedure  in 
adopting  standards. 

Vaccination  And  In  The  Western  Livestock  Journal,  January  I5, 

Bang' s  Disease  Dr.  Maynard  Rosenberger,  of  the  Adohr  Milk  Farms , 

Tarzana,  California,  discusses  vaccination's  use  in 
the  eradica^tion  of  Bang's  disease. 
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FCA  Lends  Tarmers    \  /  '    Farmers  and  ranchers  through  their  production 
$1 ,000 ,000  A  Day        credit  associations  have  borrowed  and  repaid  an 

average  of  one  million  dollars  a  day  during  every 
day  of  15^0,  announced  C'.  H.  Arnold,  Production  Credit  Commissioner  of 
the  J'arm  Credit  Administration,  Sunday.     '^Each  year  since  the  525  pro- 
duction credit  associations  were  established  throughout  the  United 
States  in  1933*  farmers  and  ranchers  hsve  used  the  facilities  of  these 
organizations,  in  which  they  hold  s-tock,  in  increasing  numbers.  Each 
year,  also,  the  volume  of  loans  has  increased.    Despite  the  fact  that 
production  credit  started  from  scratch,  with  farmer-directors  who  had 
had  very  little  previous  experience  in  the  lending-  of  money,  the  pro- 
duction credit  associations  in  the  last  7  years  have  surpassed  all  ex- 
pectations.    Their  losses  have  been  lees  than  one-half  of  1  percent  of 
their  total  gross  business,  which  has  exceeded  one  and  3/^  billion 
dollars, "  •   

Copper  For  Nov;  that  the  Government  has  made  its  first 

The  U.  S.  purchase  of  Latin  Ar^erican  copper  as  a  price 

stabilization  measure,  extension  of  stockpile  buy- 
ing as  a  means  of  throttling  Japan  is  being  discussed,  says  Business 
Week  for  January         Such  a  program  would  probably  mean  buying  all  or  • 
most  of  Latin  American  copper-  that  now  goes  to  Japan;  in  ret^jirn,  the 
Lectin  American  countries  would  agree  not  to  increase  production. 

Building  I9UI  In  The  Farmer,  January  11,  Andrew  Boss,  Farm  ■- 

Farm  Program  Department  Editor,  writes  on  "Building  Your  19^1 

Farm  Program,"  in  v/hich  he  says  that  farm  income 
is  vitally  affected  by  the  follovring  three  factors:  Lov;  operating 

expense;   (2)  High  gross  returns  and  (3)  2^'o  leaks  (waste). 

Iowa- Hired  Men  -   Wallaces*  Farmer,  January  11,  says  that  Hay 

On  Relief  Wakely,  of  Iowa  State  College,  says  that  about 

one-fourth  of  the  people  on  relief,  in  Iowa  tovms 
under  5.000.  are  or  have  been  farm  laborers.    He  adds  that  lov/a^s  farm 
population  has  been  increasing,  as  a  result  of  slackened  industrial 
employment,  which  makes  it  hard  for  farm  folks  to  get  city  Jobs.  . 

Experts  Maip  Plan  In  the  Hew  York  Times,  January  22,  Byron 

Of  Diet  Education      Darnton  tells  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  by 

nutritionists  tov/ard  making  Americans  healthy  as 
a  patt  of  our  defense  activities.    The  vital  importance  of  vitamins 
to  health  is  discussed  at  great  length  and  Mr«  Darnton  says  that 
American  housewives  and  menu-makers  are  going  to  be  educated  as  to 
how  and  what  to  feed  their  charges. 
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TVA  Develops     •  The  Louisville  Couri er- Journal ,  January  I7, 

New  Fertilizers  says  that  David  E*  Lilienthal,  Director  of  the 

Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  said  recently  that 
the  original  conception  of  the  TVA  as  a  means  of  helping  solve  problems 
.  of  the  South  must  give  way  to  a  larger  understanding  of  its  contrihur- 
tion  to  safe-guarding  the  soil  resources  of  all  the  nation.    This  has 
developed  "because  of  the  improved  forms  of  concentrated  phosphate 
fertilizers  that  the  TVA  has  "been  creating  and  developing  at  the 
national  lahoratory  at  Muscle  Shoals. 

Letters  Suggest  The  Nebraska  Farmer,  January  11,  includes  four 

AAA  Changes  letters  that  won  priizes  in  a  contest  that  sought 

the  "best  letters  on  the  subject  of  the.  needed  change 
and  revisions  in  the  AAA. 

Outlines  Army  The  National  Provisioner,  January  IS,  includes 

Buying  Methods  a  detailed  outline  of  Array  buying  methods  and  the 

tjrpes  of  fresh  meats  being  purchased  for  Army 

consumption. 

Improving  Poult  In  San  Diego  Poultry  Jourhal,  January  10, 

Hatchability  Gordon  S.  Bearse,  of  the  Western  Washington  Experi- 

ment Station,  Puyallup,  writes  on  "How  We  Can  Im- 
prove Hatchability," 

"G-olden  Age  Of  In  Nev;  Jersey  Farm  and  Garden,  January, 

Farm  Power"  Douglas  Gray  v/rites  on  "The  Golden  Age  of  Farm 

Power,"  telling  the  story  of  the  development  of 
today's  farm  machines  and  glancing  speculatively  at  things  that  lie 
just  ahead  in  this  field. 

Milk  Problems  In  The  Atlantic  Monthly,  January,  Robert  A. 

Discussed  Wilkinson  writes  on  "Wanted:     More  Milk,"  in  which 

he  discusses  the  phenomenal  grov/th  of  the  dairy 
industry  in  the  last  decades  and  cites  some  of  the  problems  now  being 
faced  by  dairymen. 

AAA' s  19^1  Ihe  Farmer,  January  11,  includes  an  outline  of 

Program  the  AAA's  19^1  program,  with  a  summary  of  how  to 

apply  the  I9U1  AAA  payments. 

100  Years  Of  In  New  Jersey  Farm  and  Garden,  January,  Grace 

Farm  Leadership      .   M.  Ziegler  writes  on  "Farm  Leadership  Through  the 

Dynamic  Nineteenth  Century,"  in  which  she  discusses 
the  growth  of  the  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Society  during  the  last 
hundred  years. 
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COTTON  COUITCIL  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  27, 

CONVESTES  TODAY  says  that  the  third  annual  convention  of  the 

National  Cotton  Coijucil,  meeting  today  in 
Augusta,  Georgia,  will  have  V/.  L.  Clayton  and  Donald  Comer  as  guest 
speakers.     Mr.  Clayton  will  speak  on  "Democracy  and  Cotton,"  cover- 
ing foreign  trade  aspects  of  the  cotton  situation,  and  Mr.  Comer  will 
speak  on  the  necessity  of  increased  income  in  the  cotton  "belt.  Oscar 
Johnston,  Council  President,  will  devote  his  annual  address  to  a  re- 
view of  the  Council* s  goal  of  increased  consumption  of  American  cotton 
and  cottonseed  products  and  outline  the  iDrogram  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  Council  in  I9UI. 

N.Y.  STA?^S  WILL  The  New  York  Times,  January  27,  says  that 

UP  BuYIKG-  POifiilP.         V/elfare  Commissioner  V/illiam  Hodson,  in  a  re- 

port  to  Mayor  La  Guardia,  said  that  city-wide 
operation  of  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  in  New  York,  effective  March  1, 
will  enable  needy  families  to  spend  $30,000,000  a  year  on  food,  while 
cutting  the  administrative  cost  of  distributing  surplus  commodities 
by  $200,000.     The  potential  increase  v/ill  not  be  realized  immediately, 
since  not  all  of  the  eligible  families,  embracing  11^,000  individuals, 
will  enroll  at  once. 


SAYS  FRMCH  Prom  Vichy,  January  26,  a  New  York  Times 

PLANTING  NQRivIAL         dispatch  says  that  autumn  planting,  favored  by 

excellent  weather  conditions,  was  carried  out 
throughout  France  in  complete  fashion,  despite  difficulties,  ac- 
cording to  a  statement  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture.     The  area 
sown  was  that  of  a  normal  year,  and  much  superior  to  that  in  1939* 
Crops  will  not,  however,  be  garnered  for  six  months,  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  needs  v;ill  be  hard  to  meet,  with  the  present  lack  of 
transports  and  the  depleted  state  of  stocks. 

Secretary  V/ickard  announced  Saturday  that 
the  Cotton  Stamp  Plan  v/ill  be  extended  to  the 
city  of  Bl  Paso,  Texas,  and  the  rest  of  El  Paso 


EL  PASO  GETS 
COTTON  STAMPS 

County. 
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Average  Livestock  The  New  York  Times,  Janua.ry  27,   says  that 

Prices  Rise  the  Irving  Fisher  index  of  wholesale  commodity 

prices  remained  uTichanged  last  week  at  86.1. 
Further  rises  in  livestock,  in  addition  to  increases  in  hay,  potatoes 
and  fruits,  brought  the  farm  products  group  up  to  71.1-     In  the 
foodstuffs  group,  gains  in  meat  and  fruit  slightly  outweighed  losses 
in  "butter,  eggs  and  lard,  so  that  the  group  index  rose  slightly  to 

Irish  Cattle  To  The  Washington  Times  Plerald,  January  25, 

England  Stopped  says  that  the  export  of  Irish  cattle  to  jSngla.nd 

has  been  suspended  as  a  consequence  of  the  ex- 
tension of  an  epidemic  of  foot  and  mouth  disease.    The  latest  out- 
break, at  Abbeyliex,  has  involved  the  slaughter  of  more  than  100 
animals,  while  the  stoppage  of  exports  leaves  Britain  v/ithout  its 
supply  of  2,500  animals  v^eekly.    Areas  there  which  are  dependent  on 
Irish  cattle  v/ill  be  put  on  short  rations. 

Urge  Full  From  Chicago,  January  24,  a  Nev;  York  Times 

Food  Probe  dispatch  says  the  National  Hetail  C-rocers 

Secretaries  Association,  at  the  final  session 
of  their  convention  Friday,  endorsed  a  Federal  investigation  of  the 
food  industry  that  will  be  both  'Hhorough-going"  and  "conducted 
v/ithout  fear  or  favor."  Anything  short  of  this  type  of  an  inquiry, 
the  resolution  declctred,  cannot  protect  effectively  the  economic 
welfare  of  independsnt  grocers. 

Chile  To  Attend  From  Santiago,  Chile,  January  2U,  a  New 

River  Plate  Meet        York  Times  dispatch  says  that  Chile  has  accepted 

Uruguay's  inx^itation  to  attend  the  River  Plate 
conference  in  Montevideo        an  observer.    A.rgentina,  Brazil, 
Bolivia,  Uruguay  and  Paraguay  will  paz-ticipa'ce.     Invitations  . have 
also  been  sent  to  tl.f,  U.  S.  and  Peru,  and  it  is  expected  that  both 
countries  vrill  send  observers. 

Protest  British  The  Washington  Times-Herald,  January  25, 

Cocoa  Exports  says  that  a  "^head-on  collision"  betv/een  the 

good-neighbor  policy  and  the  policy  of  aid  to 
Britain  has  developed  in  Washington,  as  Latin-American  officials _ 
prepared  a  plan  to  check  the  rising  British  exports  of  cocoa  to 
the  U.  S.     Follov/ing  a  meeting  at  the  Pan  American  Union  on  Thurs- 
day, cables  went  out  Friday  to  the  capitals  of  Latin-American 
cocoa-producing  countries  proposing  the  establishment  of  a  quota 
system  to  regulate  imports  of  cocoa  into  the  U.  S.    This  move  was 
stimulated  by  the  tremendous  increase  in  British  exports,  v^hich  the 
Latin  Americans  characterize  as  "dumping." 
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Bulgaria'^  s  Weed  Iroia  Berlin,  January  2U,  a  New  York  Times 

Crop  To  -Reich  wireless  story  says  that  Grerman  reports  say  that 

"the  biggest  totacco  deal  in  history"  was  recently 
completed  v;hen  G-ermeny  contre^cted  trjn  "buy  U5, 000,000  kilograms,  or 
about  U6,0C0  tons,  of  tobacco  from  Bulgaria  this  year.     This  figure, 
it  is  stated,  represents  the  entire  Bulgarian  narvest.  Bulgaria's 
annual  tobacco  production  is  estimated  at  50,000,000  kilograms,  of 
which  about  5*000,000  kilograms  is  lost  in  processing,  or  is  of  too 
poor  a  quality  to  ezport. 

French  Feed  Lack  From  Vichy,  January  24,  the  UP  says  that  an 

Threatens  Cattle        official  of  the  Ministry  of  Supplies  said  Friday 

that  most  of  the  catulc  in  unoccupied  France 
v/ill  have  to  be  slaughtered  soon  and  stored  as  frozen  meats  unless 
the  critical  Ehortagsai^of  corn,  barley,  oats  and  other  cattle  feed 
are  relieved.     Cattle  vrill  have  to  be  sacrificed  ahead  of  other 
animals  because  horses,  already  too  fev%  are  needed  for  farm  v;ork  and 
transportation,  now  that  gasoline  for  motor  vehicles  is  almost  iin- 
obtainable.    Oxen  are  needed  for  ploughing  and  oth-ar  farm  v;orK. 

Hew  York  City  Secretary  Wickard  announced  Friday/"  that  the 

Gets  Stamp  Plan         Food  Stamp  Plan  v/ill  be  extended  to  all  of  ITevr 

York  City,    The  plan  has  been  operating  in  the 
Borough  of  Brooklyn  since  September  3,  15^0,  v/ith  participation 
there  limited  to  those  families  receiving  public  aid  in  the  form  of 
general  relief  from  the  New  York  City  Department  of  Welfare.  The 
extended  program  will  include  the  boroughs  of  Bronx,  i'-ianhattan , 
Q,ueens,  and  Richmond,  in  addition  to  Brooklyn.     Besides  families 
receiving  assistance  under  the  general  relief  program,  families 
getting  aid  from  W.P.A,  and  Social  Security  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
programs  will  be  eligible  to  take  part  in  the  plan  in  all  boroughs, 
including  Brooklyn.    Other  areas  assigned  the  plan  Friday  were  Salem 
and  Arlington,  Massachusetts;  Jersey  City  and  Passaic,  Hew  Jersey, 
and  Johnstown,  and  the  rest  of  Cambria  County,  and  Indiana  and 
Somerset  Counties  in  Pennsylvania.     In  addition,  the  Rochester,  Hew 
York  area  v/ill  be  extended  to  include  all  of  Monroe  County. 

Gilcrest  Farmers  In  Western  Farm  Life,  January  1,  Farle  G. 

Build  Potato  Crop      Reed  tells  the  story  of  the  farmers  of  Gilcrest, 

Colorado,  who  have  converted  their  potato  crops 
from  an  incidental  item  to  a  primary  source  of  revenue.     The  manner 
in  which  this  was  accomplished  and  the  help  rendered  by  various 
sources  is  recounted.     One  of  the  sources  mentioned  as  giving  *^aid 
and  inspiration"  to  the  Gilcrent  grov/ers  is  the  USLA^  s  Potato  Exper- 
imental Station  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Colorado. 
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Forest  Service  .        .;Q\ir'  forests  —  occupying  one-third  of  all 

Annual  Report  •    •        ouriand  —  are  vital  to  the  well-teing  rf  the 

Nation  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war,  says  Earle 
K,  Ciapp,  acting  chief  of  the  Forest  Service,  in  his  annual  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,    Pointing  out  that  land  in  this 
country  so  heavily  cut  over  that  it  is  practically  idle  repsx»oents  an 
area  equal  in  size  to  Italy,  Clapp  warned  that  "abundant  natural 
resources  make  for  democracy  and  freedom  while  a  scarcity  of  them  may 
help  to  pave  the  way  tlirough  widespread  human  misery  to  despotism 
and  dictatorship, If  this  Nation  is  to  be  strong  eno^ogh  to  repel 
armed  invasion  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  peace,  we  can  no  longer  permit 
such  floods  and  accelerated  erosion  as  can  be  controlled;  we  can  no 
longer  ^fford  to  denude  forest  lands  and  leave  them  unproductive;  or 
to  continue  an  annual  v/aste  of  six  billion  cubic  feet  of  raw  vood,^^ 

Canadian  Butter  Creamery  butter  production  in  Canada  for 

Supplies  Reduced        I9U0  amounted  to  26U,OCC.OOQ  pounds  against 

268.000,000  in  1539.  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Relations  reports  today  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets.  In- 
creased cons^amer  demand  during  I9U0  reduced  storage  holdings  of 
creamery  butter  to  33,000,000  pounds  on  January  1,  l^kl  against 
U3»000,000  on  the  same  day  a  year  ago  —  a  reduction  of  20  percent. 
Prices  have  tended  to  advance.    Because  of  the  high  price  of  butter  in 
Canada,  there  v/as  concern  as  to  the  availability  of  milk  for  cheese 
making.     Since  the  exportable  surplus  of  cheese  is  being  sold  to  the 
British  •Government  at  a  fixed  price,  there  appeared  to  be  some  danger 
of  serious  difficulty  in  fulfilling  the  British  contract  if  butter 
continued  to  provide  a  more,  favorable  outlet  for  milk,  than  that  pro- 
vided for  by  cheese.    Realization  that  butter  stocks  were  largely  out 
of  producers'  hands  and  that  higher  prices  meant  speculative  profits  to 
distributors  and  speculators  —  prompted  the  establishment  on  December  28 
of  maximum  butter  prices  by  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board, 

BAE  On  Farm  Cash  income  from  farm  marketings  and  G-overnment 

Income  Situation       payments  in  December  amounted  to  S37  million  dollars 

compared  vrith  801  million  in  December  1939  ^.nd  the 
revised  estimate  of  9U2  million  for  November  I9U0.    With  continued 
heavy  marketings  and  slight  advances  in  prices,  income  from  both  crops 
and  livestock  declined  less  than  seasonally  from  November  to  December, 
Income  from  crops  in  December  was  only  slightly  larger  than  a  year 
earlier,  but  income  from  all  types  of  livestock  and  livestock  products 
was  considerably  higher.     Government  payments  in  December  totaled  70 
million  dollars  compared  with  9I  million  in  December  1939  79  niiHion 

in  November.     Income  from  farm  marketings  in  December  totaled  7^7 
million  dollars,  57  million  more,  than  in  December  last  year,  Incom.e  from 
sales  of  crops  of  333  million  dollars  was  3  million  higher  than  in 
December  1939*  increases  in  income  from  cotton,  fruits  and  vegetables 
slightly  more  than  offsetting  declines  in  grains  and  tobaccos,  (BAE) 
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U.S.  CAH'T  HELP  From  Washington,  cTanuary  27,  a  Baltimore 

MP.  TCBACCO  Mar  Sim  dispatch  says  that  Secretary  of  State  H^all 

03TAII'  'dTAVICEHTS        Konday  informed  Senator  Tydings  ("D-m.  ,  Md.) 

that  the  State  Department  could  not  aid  Maryland 
tobacco  grov/ers  in . arrainging  with  British  authorities  for  navicerts 
f*r  the  shipping  of  tobacco  to  France. 


SAYS  FRUIIS  ^'JEN  "Delay  in  payment  of  money  to  prune  grov/ers 

GROW  F^SSTIVIi  in  California  from  the  G-overnment-authorized 

loan  last  fall  is  causing  increasing  irritation 
among  growers  and  proration  officials,  recording  to  the  latest  issue 

of  the  California  Fpuit  News.     The  publication  says  further:  '  

Explanations  of  the  reasons  for  the  siov'  movement  of  G-overnment  money 
to  growers  are  numerous  and  some  have  value,  but  too  few  of  the 
growers  have  too  little  of  the  money  after  too  long  a  time,  and  they 
are  more  interested  in  that  than  in  e:xplanations ,  of  course.'"  (New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  23.) 


LAFD  STOCKS  UP  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce.  January  28, 

ON  5XFQRT  DROP  says  that  stocks  of  lard  in  the  U.  S.have  risen 

to  the  highest  levels  in  recent  years,  during  the 
past  few  months,  due  principally  to  the  loss  of  exports.    At  the 
present  time  there  are  no  prospects  for  any  improvement  in  this 
situation,  according  to  the  leaders  in  the  export  lard  trade. 


CAITADA^S  FAFlMFRS  From  Ottawa,  January  27,  the  IIP  says  that 

TO  G-ET  BETTER  DEAL    representatives  of  Canadian  agriculture  won  from 

Prime  Minister  W.  L.  Mackenzie  Zing  Monday  al- 
most immediate  acceptance  "in  principle"  of  a  program  they  submitted 
to  give  the  farmier  a.  "newer  and  better  deal."     The  farmers  asked 
adoption  of  a  war-time  agricultural  policy  that  would  provide 
higher  prices  for  farm  commodities.     The  Prime  Minister  paid  tribute 
to  the  spirit  of  cooperation^ in  which  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Agriculture  had  made  its  submission.     There  never  has  been  any  doubt , 
he  said,  of  Canadian  agriculture's  intention  of  doing  everything 
within  its  pov/er  to  win  the  vrar. 
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SMA.  Makes  Expanded  domestic  markets  for  United  States 

Annual  Report  farm  products,  compansating  in  part  for  lost 

foreign  outlets,  are  shown  in  the  annual  report  on 
surplus  removal  and  marketing  agreement  activities  for  19^0,  made  to 
the  Secretary  "by  Milo  Perkins,  Administrator  of  the  Surplus  Marketing 
Administration.     The  importance  of  domestic  markets,  especially 
among  lower-income  consumers,  is  emphasized  in  the  report.     ^^It  has 
"become  increasingly  clear,  ^  he  says,  "that  under  present  world  condi- 
tions untapped  markets  here  in  the  United  States  offer  the  "best  chance 
to  hold  adequate  outlets  for  our  farm  production..     The  unsatisfied 
wants  of  millions  of  our  citizens  offer  a  challenge  and  an  opportunity 
to  increase  domestic  distri"bution,""    The  report  points  out  that  this  is 
the  greatest  single  chance  to  improve  farm  income.    Change  in  the 
attitude  of  farm  groups  toward  their  marketing  of  crops  is  reported., 
"heretofore,  many  farmers  have  felt  that  they  were  selling  v/hat  they 
produced  TO  a  marketing  system,"  Mr.  Perkins  comments.    "They  axe  now 
beginning  to  realize  that  they  are  selling  TEROU&H  a  marketing  system 
to  130  million  people.     The  food  purchasing  power  of  those  people  is 
a  thing  in  which  farmers  have  a  definite  stake. ^' 

Stamp  Plan  Secretary  V/ickard  announced  Monday  that  the. 

Extensions  Food  Stamp  Plan  for  distri"buting  surplus  agri- 

cultural commodities  v/ill  he  extended  to  the 
towns  of  Lexington  and  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and  to  an  area  in 
Vermont  which  will  include  the  towns  of  Fair  Haven,  Poultney,  and 
West  Rutland. 

BAS  Reports  On  L'omestic  wheat  prices  are  slightly  higher 

V/heat  Situation         than  those  of  a  month  ago,  and  close  to  the 

seasorJ  s  peak  to  date.    Price  fluctuations 
continue  small,  under  the  sta"bilizing  influence  of  the  loan  program. 
Moreover,  it  is  not  expected  that  the  market  will  "be  over  supplied 
vjhen  loans  mature ,- "beginning  in  Fe"bruary,  "because  if  prices  are  not 
above  loan  values  plus  costs  growers  will  not  sell  their  grain  and 
pay  their  loans  and  the  G-overnment  will  take  delivery.    Prospects  now 
are  for  a  wheat  carry-over  next  July  of  a"bout  3^5  million  "bushels. 
This  figure  is  "based  on  estimated  supplies  for  the  cxprent  marketing 
year  totaling  1,099  million  "bushels  (carry-over  last  July  of  2S2 
million  "bushels  and  a  crop  of  SI7  million  "bushels),  exports  estimated 
at  29  million  "bushels,  and  a  domestic  disappearance  of  bS5  million 
"bushels.    A  large  part  of  the  carry-over  next  July  pro"ba"bly  will  "be 
held  "by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  and  resealed  on  farms.  V7orld 
production  of  wheat  in  I9U0  is  now  estimated  at  ^,07^  million  "bushels, 
or  212  million  "bushels  "below  the  revised  figure  for  1939  production. 
(BAE) 
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FCA  Reports  Big  A,  G-.  Black,  G-ovemor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Admin- 

At  tendance  '-Is^ration    announced  "recently  that  more  than  75*000 

■people  have  attended  production  credit  association 
annual  meetings  this  season,  up  to  January  18,     Included  in  this  attend- 
ance were  25  percent  of  the  associations*  mem'bers';  20,000  women,  prin- 
cipally wives  of  memhers;  and  19,000  guests,  who  were  principally  pros- 
pective members.    Out  of  5^9  production  credit  associations  in  the 
United  States,  288  have  held  their  meetings  to  date.    The  balance  will 
have  completed  their  meetings  by  the  middle  of  February. 

Equipment  For  In  Agricultural  Engineering,  January,  C.  K, 

Cultivating  Corn        Shedd,  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and 

■  Engineering,  and  E.  V.  Collins,  of  the  Iowa  Experi- 

ment Station,  write  on  "Equipment  for  Cultivating  Corn."  . 

On  Hemlock  In  The  Journal  of  Forestry,  January,  it.  C. 

Decadence  Lorenz,  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  and  H,  J, 

MacAloney  and  H.  C.  Sccrest,  of  the  Bureau  of 
Entomology  and  Plant  ^^^uarantine ,  write  on  "Causes  ©f  the  Decadence  in 
Hemlock  at  the  Menominee  Indian  Keservation,  Wisconsin," 

Nicaragua  Nicaragua  reports  a  trend  that  is  likely  to 

Builds  Plants  grow  during  I9UI  in  all  of  Latin  America,  says.,  the 

Pan  American  for  January..   Small  industrial  plants 
are  being  established.     G-oods  froiii  Europe  cannot  be  obtained,  and  while 
United  States  goods  are  not  considered  over-priced,  handling  charges, 
such  as  ocean  freight  rates,  port  charges,  customs  duties,  and 
mtmicipal  imposts,  make  the  cost  of  many  U.S.  goods  prohibitive. 

Sees  Higher  In  Michigan  Farmer,  January  18,  R.  V.  Gunn, 

Farm  Prices  Agricultural  Economist  at  Michigan  State  College, 

writes  his  predictions  for  farmers  in  the  year 
19^1.    He  sees  higher  farm  prices  and  larger  farm  income  in  store  for 
Michigan' s  farmers  during  the  next  year. 

Foresees  Sipinach  Pathfinder,  January  25,  says  that  Harm  Drewes, 

Shortage  In  19^2       plant  breeding  expert,  says  that  there  will  be  a 

spinach  shortage  in  the  U.  S.  in  IQUI.    .He  says  that 
90  percent  of  all  spinach  seed  used  in  the  U.  S.  has  been  imported  from 
the  Netherlands,  and  that  imports  stopDed  when  Germany  invaded  that 
country.    The  small  amount  of  seed  grown  in  this  country,  he  added, 
would  not  be  enough  to  meet  the  demands  of  spinach  growers  for  19^1 • 

Hardwood  In  The  Journal  of  Forestry,  January,  A.  0.  • 

Log  Grades  Benson,  in  charge  of  logging  and  milling  studies  at 

■             •  the  U.  S.  Forest  Products  Laboratory,  Madison, 

Wisconsin,  writes  on  "Something  New  in  Hardwood  Log  Grades." 
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'Hemisphere  '     -     ■'  Stuart  Chase ,  -in  I-ebruary  Cosmopolitan,  pre- 

Trading  Post?  • '"diGts  that  before- long  .  some  kind  of  hem^isphere 

"    '       trading  post, -or  cartel,  will  be.  set  up  to.prevent 
..the '  totaiitarians  "from  cashing  inc. on  the  economic  distress  of  .Latin 
America.    Perhaps  a  special  "hemisphere  dollar"  will  be  introduced,  he  sa 

"^Wants  Butter  Left         ■     "Hemoval  of  butter  from  the  government',  s  stamp 
In  Stamp  Plan  -  ^         plan,  as  threatened  because  butter  prices,  prevailed 

above  seventy-five  percent  of  parity  for  30  days, 

.would  be  a  regrettable  error,  in  our  opinion.    Recent  prices  have  al- 
ready' discouraged  consumption  and  lovrered  prices  have  resulted.  The 
stamp  plan,  when  it  includes  butter,  furnishes  more" than  a  stimulus  to 
the  dairy  industry;  it  is  a  health  measure  which  should  not  be  discarded 
because  of  temporary  changes  in  the  price  of  butter."     (National  Butter 

"and  Cheese  Journal,  January,) 

Lettuce  As  Arizona  Farmer,  January  IS,  contains  an 

Stock  Feed,         ^       article  by  W.  T.  McGeorge,  Agricultural  Chemist, 
'  '     University  of  Arizona,  discussing  lettuce. as  feed 

for  stock. 

South  African  In  California  Cultivator,  January  11,  J-.  M. 

Agriculture  Tinley  writes  on  "Transportation  and  Agriculture 

in  South.  Africa. ", 

Plant  Breeding  ITev;  Jersey  Farm  and  Garden,  January,  says  that 

Requires  Much  Work    a  tabulation  of  work  done  in  the  New  Jersey  Experi- 
ment Station's  strawberry  breeding  project  shows 
that  more  than  25,000  seedlings  have  been  produced  and  brought  to  the 
fruiting  stage  since  this  work  was  begun  in  I92S.    Only  795  o^"  these 
qualified  for  second  tests  after  tney  hsd   borne  fruit,  and  only  187 
are  still  being  carried  along,  including  107  which  were  selected  for 
second  tests  after  bearing  fruit  for  the  first  time  this  year.  This 
illustrates,  the  magazine  remarks,  the  tremendous  amount  of  work  required 
in  developing  improved  varieties  of  plants. 

Heat-Re"sistant    •  In  The  American  Milk  Review;  January,  A.  C. 

Bacteria  Control        Maack,  of  the  Department  of -Dairy  Husbandry  at  the 

University  of  Illinois,  consid.ers.  measures  necessary 
to  control  heat-resistant  bacteria  in  order  to  meet  the  requiremient s  of 
milk  ordinances. 

Writes  ,"'6n  ".'  '  •  In  National  Butter  and  Cheese  Journal, 

Butter  G-rading  •  January,  3.  J,  Ommodt ,  Marketing  Specialist,  USDA, 

writes  on  "Butter  grading  and  its  Relation  to 
(Quality  Improvement,"   
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SEES  BIG  PRQ3LE-1  .  .    From  Augusta,  Georgia,  January  2S ,  an  AP 

rAGIFG-  COTTOI^    .    ■   ■  dispatch  says  that  V/.  L.  Claytan,  federal  Deputy 

Loan  Administrator,  told  the  National  Cotton 
Council  Tuesday  that  a  Hitler  victcry  in  Europe's  war  would  destroy 
this  nation's  vrorld  trade,  putting  a  "strain  on  our  traditional  life 
that  would  he  too  great.''    He  added  that  a  British  victory  v;ould 
have  to  "be  followed  by  a  T)lan  for  free  distrihution  of  manufactured 
products.    Oscar  Johnston,  Council  President,  described  cotton  as 
a  "war  crphan,"  and.  asked  that  it  be  considered  one  of  the  problems 
of  the  national  defense  program, 

LOIIDOF  HOPES  U.S.      -        From  London.  January  2S  ,  a  Baltimore  Sun 
"flLL  AID  BLQCIIADE      dispatch  says  that  economic  experts  in  London, 

banking  on  the  promise  of  the  U.  S,  to  give  all 
aid  short  of  vrar  to  Britain,  hope  that  discussions  betv;een  the  two 
countries  may  do  much  to  plug  blockade  leaks  vrhich  have  been  widened 
by  Russo-German  trade  agreements.  It  is  hoped  also  in  London  that 
some  arrangement  might  be  reached  v/hereby  the  U,  S.  as  part  of  the 
defense  program,  might  adopt  some  sort  of  preclusive  purchasing  in 
South  America  to  prevent  abnormal  exports, 

V/OULD  SUSPEND  From  Montevideo,  January  28,  a  New  York  j 

MO ST-FAVORZD-  Times  dispatch  says  the  Argentine  delegation  I 

NATION  CLAUSE  .  at  the  River  Plate  regional  conference  Tuesday  j 

submitted  projects  for  the  partial  suspension  i 
of  the  most-favored-nation  clause  and  organization  of  a  customs  j 
union.    Fear  v^as  expressed  among  certain  other  delegates  that  the 
suspension  of  the  most-favored-nation  clause  would  probably  arouse 
a  protest  from  the  U.  S.  and  Britain,  which  are  trying  to  keep  , 
world  trade  moving  on  free  democratic  lines,  of  v/hich  this  clause 
is  the  most  important.  | 

NE^v  FARi'iER  CO-OP  The  New  York  Times,  January  29,  says  that  | 

STORE  IN  NEV/  YCBX      a  new  co-op  food  store  vrill  open  in  Rome,  New  | 

York,  today,  launched  as  an  exoeriment  in  closer  I 

cooperation  between  farmers,  labor  and  city  consumers.     It  vjill  be  I 

sponsored  by  the  Rome  Cooperative  Grange  League  Federation  Service,  I 

Inc.     The  store,  patterned  after  similar  establishments  in  Sweden,  | 

will  have  a  membership  open  to  all  in  Rome  and  vicinity.  I 
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Says  Army  Will  From  Chicago,  January  29,  a  Few  York  Herald 

Use  Imch  '.vool  Tri"bune  dispatch  says  that  Eugene  Ackerman,  of 

the  National  V7ool  G-rovrers  Association,  told  the 
convention  of  the  National  Association  of  Retail  Clothiers  and 
Furnishers  Tuesday  that,  in  making  the  U,  S.  Army  the  ""best-dressed 
In  the  v/orld,^'  the  Federal  Government  vdll  use  some  600,000,000  . 
pounds  of  v/ool,  some  of  which  will  have  to  he  imported  from  Argentina. 
Mr.  Ackerman  said  that-  there-  is  no  chance  of  a  runaway  market  .thi.s 
time,  as  there  v/as  in  the  last  v;ar.     Stock  price- control  will,  te  I'..'', 
practiced,  he  said,  and'  the  wool  grovrers  vrill  cooperate. 

Japan  To  Control  From  Tokio,  January  28,'  the.  UP  says,  that  . 

Silk  Industry  Japan  is  preparing  t©  exert  control  over  its  : 

important  silk  industry  to  defeat  any  American-  •' 
"boycott  of  Japanese  silk  "by  using  some  mulberry  acreage  for  ^food 
production  and  utilizing  some  silk  and  cocoon  fibers  for  hiDme.  pur-' 
poses.    Taadatsu  Ishiguro,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  disclosed  the 
control  plan  to  the  House  Budget  Coimnission  Tuesday. 

Fvans  To  Speak  '  ■  Ev  M.  Evans,  AAA  Administrator,  speaks 

To  Iowa  Farmers    •     -this  afternoon  "before  the  annual  meeting  of  the 

Farmers  C-rain  Dealers  Association  of  lov/a  in 
Des  Moines  on  '"Pro"blems  Ahead  for  American  Farmers." 

BAE  On    ;  •       Ample  supplies-  of  food  for  domestic  con- 

Food  Status  '-  sumption  are  in  prospect  for  the  .first  half  of 

I9U1.    -Crops  were  good  in  IQ^O  and  for  several 
years  previous,  vrith  the  result  that  large  carry-over  supplies  of 
such  storahle  foods  as  v/heat ,  rice,  and  dry  edi"ble  "beans  have  "been 
"built  up.    The  food  supplies  resulting  from  favora"ble  growing  con- 
ditions have  "been  augmented  "by  the  marked  decline  in  agricultural  ■ 
exports  which  has  accompanied  the  war.    As  compared  with  the  amounts 
consumed  in  the  first  half  of  19^,  there  will  "be  larger  supplies 
of  the  dairy  products,  edi"ble  fats  and  oils,  v^heat ,  rice,  fresh  - 
citrus  fruits,  dried  fruits,  potatoes  and  other  fresh  vegeta"bles  and 
dry  "beans  availa"ble  in  the  first  half  of  I9U1.    -Meat  supplies  are 
expected  to  "be  less  than  a  year  ago  "because  of  the  smaller  pig  crop' 
in  19^0,  and  poultry  and  egg  supplies  may  also  "be  somewhat  less  than' 
in  I9U0.  (BAE) 

V/ar  Adjustments  Lost  export  markets  and  increased  consumer 

Proposed  By  BAE         purchasing  povrer  at  home  are  the  factors  of  the 

European  V/ar  and  our  own  defense  program  that  , 
farmers  must  fit  into  their  plans  for  immediate  and  future  adjustments, 
according  to  USDA  aconomists  in  the  January  "Agricultural  Situation"' 
published  by  -the  BAE,    Recommendations  are  made  for  adjustments  in  the 
agriculture  of  the  South,  the  West,  the  Corn  Belt,  and  the  Northern 
Dairy  Region. 


Yol.  LXXX,  ¥o.  19  -  3  -  '   Jamiary  29,  I9UU 

Puorto  Rican-    ■    -        -      Considera"bl3  le^ening  of  restrictions  af- 
Quarantinc  fecting  moTemert  of  fr-iiit  and  ireg^atle  shipments 

Slackened  from  Puerto  Rico  v:ill  result  from  approval  given 

"by  the  Secretary  of  Agricultijrc  to  a  revision  of 
Quarantine  No.  58  and  its  regulations,  governing  the  movement  of  fruit 
and  vegetable  product g  from  the  Island.    According  :td  ■  the  terms  of 
this  revision,  v/hich  became  effective  January  22,  a  lengthy  list  of 
products  shipped  from  the  Island,  including  many  of  commercial  im-^ 
portancc  such  as  tomatoes,  cucumbers,  pineapples .  bananas ,  papayas 
and  avocados,  will  be  relieved  of  existing  marking  and  certification 
req^uirement 

Crop  Insurance  The  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  up  to 

.  Reserve  Totals  Up      Jsr.uary  11  held  13,215,611  bushels  of  wheat  in 

storage  to  cover  premiums  paid  by  more  than 
336,000  growers  who  insured  their  I9UI  crop  against  all  unavaidablc 
hazards,  Lcroy  K.  Smith,  manager  of  the  Corporation  announced  today. 
This  reserve  consists  chiefly  of  v;im:.er  vjheat  premium  payments,  the 
manager  said,  and  is  the  largest  paid-in  reserve  representing  winter 
whe^t  growers  since  the  program  started  in  I938.     The  storage  total 
will  be  increased  substantially  by  February  28,  the  last  day  on 
which  spring  wheat  farmers  can  insure  their  IQ^^l  crop. 

EAE  Reports  On  Corn  prices  advanced  slightly  during  the 

Feed  Situation  past  month  vrhile.hog  prices  advanced  sharply, 

with  the  result  that  the  hog-corn  ratio  based  on 
Chicago  prices  advanced  to  12.9  for  the  week  ended  January  IS,  the 
highest  level  in  over  a  year.     The  hog-corn  ratio  will  probably  con- 
tinue above  the  long-time  average  of  11,6  during  most  of  IP^l- 
Barley  prices  advanced  slightly  during  the  past  month,  while  cats 
prices  were  practically  unchanged.    JPrices  of  feed  grains  are  ex- 
pected to  continue  fairly  stable  during  the  next  2  or  3  months, 
after  which  they  will  be  influenced  by  prospects  for  the  19^1  crops. 
Crop  conditions,  hovrever ,  may  have  somev/hat  less  effect  on  prices 
than  usual,  since  stocks  of  feed  grains  to  be  carried  over  into  the 
next  marketing  year  are  unusually  large.  (BAE). 

^ Ul  Cotton  Bagging  The  Surplus  Marketing  Administration  an- 

Program  Announced      nounced  Monday  the  19^1  cot ton-bagging-f or- 

cot ton-bales  program,  calling  for  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  up  to  2,000,000  cotton  "patterns",  or  bale 
covers,  to  encoura-ge  the  use  of  domestic  cotton  for  this  purpose 
and  to  provide  an  additional  outlet  for  a  part  of  the  surplus. 

Seed  Corn  Agricultural  Engineering,  January,  in- 

Grading  eludes  an  article  on  "Seed  Corn  Grading  in 

Relation  to  Planting"  by  A.  K,  V/right,  pro- 
fessor of  agronomy,  University  of  Wisconsin, 
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In  The  Fmit  Prt^dnets  Journal,  ^January/ 
f,  E,  Atvrtinson  and  C-.  C.  Strachan*  of  Sumnierland 
(British  Columbia)  Experimental  Station .  vrrite  on 
in  British  Columbia  with  Special  Reference  to 

Poe  Sees  Bright  "Especially  gratifying  is  the. large  number  of 

^Future  Eor  Earmers    farmers,  both  tenants  and  home  owners,  who  are  . 

taking  advantage  of  all  the  new  agencies  of  govern- 
ment helpfulness  — ;  the  farm  and  home  agents,  agricultural  and  home 
economics  teachers,  soil  conservation  programs,  AAA,  FSA,  U-H  Club 
work  and  vocational  teaching,  agricultural  college  and  USDA  bulletins, 

etc  With  all  these  things  Southern  farmers  may  not  maintain  present 

living  standards ,  but  live  still  .better  in  the  futuxe  than  novr. " 
(Clarence  Poe  in  the  Progressive  Parmer  (Texas  edition)  for  February.) 


Maintenance  Of  In  Agricultural  Engineering,  January,  E.  A. 

-Drainage  Ditches        Erekov-,  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  v.rrites 

on  "Maintenance  of  Open  Drainage  Ditches." 

Forage  Plarve sting  In  Agricult^jirgl  Engineering,  January,  F«  W, 

Machines  Duffes,  of  the  agricult'ors-l  engineering  department. 

University  of  Wisconsin,  v/rites  on  "iCev  Develop- 
ments in  Forage  Harvesting  Machine s." 

On  .Agricultijje'  s  -"  So  American  agricult^jxe  has  not  only 

Duty  In  Defense  the  job  of  keeping  the  nation  as  a  whole  strong 

and  well  with  abundant  farm  supplies,  but  also  the 


added  task  of  getting  its  o\m  house  in  order  so  that  .it  will  present 
no  danger  spot  to  our  democracy.    People  who  do  not  have  security  of 
life  may  feel  that  they  do  not  have  sufficient  stake  in  our  democracy 
to  make  it  v;orth  fighting  for.    At  any  rate,  it  is  up  to  us  to  spread 
the  advantages  of  democracy  —  securit;^,  well-being,  productive  work, 
fair  Dlay,  and  equal  treatment  for  all  —  among  a  larger  number  of 
farm  people.     That,  of  course,  is  a  task  in  the  accomplishment  of 
vrhich  the  entire  nation  will  lend  a  hand.    But  agricultural  leaders 
must  point  the  way."     (Editorial  in  the  Texas  edition  of  the  February 
Progressive  Farmer.) 

In  The  National  Butter  and  Cheese  Journal, 
January,  H.  L.  Wilson,  of  the  Bureau  of  Dairy 
Industry,  writes  on  "ChBese  in  Consumer-size 

Classification  Fruit  Products  Journal,  January,  includes  an 

Of  Pickles  article  by  F.  V/.  Fabian  and  P..  G-.  Switzer,  of 

Michigan  State  College,  on  "Classification;  of . 

Pickles." 
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SUOAR  ACT  RENEWAL  From  Washington,  January  29,  a  New  York 

BACKED  BY  WICKAHD      Journal  of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that  Secretary 

Wickard,   in  his  press  conference  V/ednesday,  said 
that  renewal  of  the  sugar  law  upon  its  termination  "by  Soatutory  limi- 
tation the  end  of  the  present  year  assuredly  would  be  favored  by  the 
Administration.    Asked  for  an  expression  of  view  in  this  regard,  he 
said  he  would  recommend  extension  of  this  law  if  the  question  is  put 
to  him,  but  he  declined  to  commit  himself  to  the  present  statute's 
terms,  declaring  that  the  situation  might  then  be  such  as  to  make 
some  changes  advisable. 


FOOD  MEN  INDICTED  From  Washington,   a  Baltimore  Sun  dispatch, 

IN  DENVER  COURT         January  29,  says  that  the  first  general  example 

of  what  the  Justice  Department  hopes  to  accomplish 
in  its  nation-wide  investigation  of  the  alleged  anti-trust  law  viola- 
tions which  boost  food  prices  was  made  public  Wednesday.    It  was  the 
announcement  of  the  indictment,   in  Denver,  of  fifteen  defendants  who 
were  charged  with  fixing  excessive  retail  and  wholesale  food  prices, 
and  with  hampering  the  distribution  of  food  products  in  Denver. 


DE  VALERA  WARNS  From  Dublin,  January  29,  the  AP  says  that 

OF  CURBS  ON  FOOD       Eamon  de  Valera,  Ireland^s  Premier,   told  his  na- 
tion by  radio  Wednesday  that  it  must  "prepare  for 
the  worst"  on  the  question  of  imported  supplies  and  announced  ration- 
ing of  tep  for  the  Irish.     The  Premier  said  that  Ireland's  wheat  re- 
serves barely  were  enough  to  carry  the  country  through  until  after  the 
next  harvest,  and  he  urged  substitution  of  potatoes  for  flour  in  Irish 
diets.    He  warned  farmers  that  cattle  would  have  to  be  slaughtered  un- 
less they  grow  the  fodder  that  formerly  cpme  from  abroad.   .  '. 


"ENRICHED"  FLOUR  From  Washington,  January  29,  a  New  York 

BREADS  ANNOUNCED  Journal  of  Commerce  dispatch  says  that  the  Nation- 
al Research  Council's  Committee  on. Food  and  Nutri- 
tion has  announced  that  it  has  urged  millers  and  bakers  to  start  early 
production  of  a  new  flour  and  bread  enriched  in  vitamins  and  minerals. 
The  millers  and  bakers,  it  was  said,  have  agreed  to  start  production 
without  delay. 
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British  Buy  The  New  tork  Journal  of  Commerce,  January  30» 

Peru' s  Cotton  says  that  the  British  Ministry  of  Supplies  is  mak- 

ing a  direct  purchase  of  the  remaining  unsold  surplus 
of  the  I9U0  cotton  crop  of  Peru.    Estimates  of  the  amount  of  the  crop 
are  uncertain,  but  it  was  indicated  that  the  total  could  be  around 
101,000  bales  of  478  pounds  each. 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  The  AP,  January  29,  says  that  Mrs.  Roosevelt 

Urges  Free  Food         suggested  Wednesday  that  it  should  be  the  responsi- 
For  All  Pupils  bility  of  school  authorities  to  provide  free  hot 

lunches  for  every  child  enrolled.    She  said  that  in 
this  way  there  would  be  no  differentiation  among  children  themselves, 
between  a  child  who  can  pay  and  a  child  who  cannot. 

N.Y.  Milk  Vote         .  A  producer  referendum  on  amendments  to  the' 

On  February  17      ,,  Federal ' order  regulating  the  handling- of-  milk  in 

the  New  York  metropolitan  marketing  area  will. be 
held  February  I7,  19^1t  the  Department  of  Agriculture  announced 
Wednesday.    Secretary  Wickard  has  designated  N.  J.-  Cladakis,  market 
administrator  under  the,  order,  as  agent  to  conduct  the  referendum. 

SMA  Surplus  •  ,  The  Surplus  Marketing  Administration  Wednesday 

Foods  for  Feb.>.         announced .  the  official  list  of  surplus  foods  for 

February,  19^1  which  will  be  available  nationally 
to  families  taking  part  in  the  Food  Stamp  Plan.    Fresh  cabbage,  which 
was' among  the  surplus  foods  available  to  Food  Stamp  participants  in 
all  areas  throughout  January,  has  been  removed  from  the  list  for  Febru- 
ary.   With  this  exception  the  February  list  of  nationally  designated 
surplus  foods  is  the  same  as  it  was  for  January.     The  list  contains 
fresh  grapefruit,  oranges,   apples,  pears,  onions  (except  green  onions), 
Irish  potatoes,  butter,  raisins,  rice,  pork  lard,  all  pork  (except  that 
■  cooked  or  packed  in  metal  or  glass  containers),  corn  meal,  shell  eggs, 
dried  prunes,  hominy ,( corn)  grits,  dry  edible  beans,  wheat  flour,  and 
whole  wheat  (G-raham)  flour. 

BAE  Reports  On      '       .       The  BAE  reported  today  that  the  farmer's  share 
Farmer  Income  of  the  consumer's  dollar  spent  for        foods  averaged 

'  k2  cents  in  19^0,  as  compared  with  Ul  cents  in  1939* 

and  with  ko  cents  in  13J>S»     The  farmer's  share  at  the  end  of  the  year 
■was        cents,  as  contrasted  with  42  cents  at  the  beginning.    The  average 
-for  the  year  was  decreased  by  the  fact  that  last  June  the  farmer's 
' share  was  only  39  cents.     In  the  month  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
European. War  -  in  August  1939  -  "the  farmer's  share  was  39  cents.  Hetail 
prices  of  the        foods  averaged  5  cents  on  the  dollar,  higher  in  December 
19^0  than  in  the  month  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  European  War.  In 
contrast,  the  farm  value  of  these  foods  averaged  20  cents  on  the  dollar 
higher  than  in  August  193.9* 
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Food  Stamp  Secretary  Wickard  announced  Wednesday  that 

Extensions  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  for  distributing  surplus 

agricultural  commodities  v/ill  be  extended  to 
Miami,  Florida,  and  the  rest  of  Dade  County,  and  to  Framingham,  Mass- 
achusetts/' .  '       .  • 

BAfl  Reports  On  rj.  Cotton  .consumption  totaled  775,000  hales  in 

Cotton  Situation       December  compared  with  7^^iOOO  bales  in  November 

and  was  exceeded  only  by  the  all-time  high  of 
777fOOO  in  March  1937*    The  seasonally  adjusted  index  of  cotton  con- 
sumption for  December  was  1^5  percent  of  the  i935~39  average,  exceed- 
ing the  previous  record  made  a  month  earlier  "by  10  points.  Since 
early  January,  sales  of  unfinished  textiles  have  apparently  been 
equal  to  or  greater  than  production.     The  continued  large  backlog  of 
orders  is  an  indication  that  mill  consumption  of  cotton  may.be  expect- 
ed to  remain  quite  high  for  at  least  several  months.    Exports  from 
the  United  States  are  continuing  at  a  rate  about  one-fifth  that  of 
last  season,  with  the  United  Kingdom  accounting  for  about  one-half 

and  Russia  about  one-fourth  of  the  total.  (BAE.) 

....  i  -  ■  •  ■ 

'*-■■" 

fertilizer  Study  In  The  Journal  of  Forestry,  January,  Torkel 

On  Eroded  Soils         Holsoe,   of  V/est  Virginia  University,  writes  on 

"Fertilising  Planting  Stock  on  Eroded  Soils." 
The  article  includes  a  table  showing  the  growth  of  trees  and  weeds 
during  one  growing  season. 

Farm  Buildings  In;  Agricultural  Engineering,  January,  includes 

Land-Use  Planning      an  article  by  W.  A.  Rowlands  of  the  agricultural 

extension  service,  University  of  V/isconsin,  on 
"Farm  Buildings  in  Land-Use  Planning." 

Minn.  Farm  Bureau  The  Minneapolis  Times-Tribune,  January  23, 

Resoliitions  says  that  the  Minnesota  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 

in  a  recent  meeting,  passed  resolutions  commending 
the  national  administration  for  seeking  parity  in  agriculture,  indus- 
try and  labor;  asking  the  state  to  extend  the  amortization  period  on 
rural  credit  loans  and  contracts,  and  urging'  broader  use  of  Federal 
loans.  ■ 

Mexicang  Favor  From  Mexico  City,  a  Chicago  Tribune  dispatch. 

Collective  Farms       January  26,   says  that  collective  farming  is  pre- 
ferred to  individual  farms  in  the  lagoon  cotton 
section  of  Mexico  and  will  continue  to  be  developed.     Two  factions 
have  been  formed  in  this  rich  agricultural  section,   one  backing,  the 
collective  plan,   the  other  favoring  individual  farm  plots.    That  a 
majority  favors  collective  farming  was  revealed  by  a  questionnaire  con- 
ducted by  the  National  Ejidal  Credit  Bank. 
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Linear  Mea'sure        '  The  Journal  ,  of  Forestry,  January,  includes  an 

Of  Vegetation-  article  ty  A.  A.  Hasel,  of  the  California'  Forest  • 

Type  itreas.  and  Eange  Experiment  Station,  on  "Estimation ..af-  .  -  • 

,   . '^''"-  -  f  '-    Vegetation-Type  Areas  in  Linear  Measurement." 

Mechanization  Of  The  Washington  Star,  January  2U,  says  that 

Farms,  in.  Russia         Russia  claims  that  its  farms  are  rapidly  becoming 

mechanised.    A  Moscow  report  says  that  mofe  than 
500,000  tractors,  nearly  170,000  harvester  combines- and  200,000  trucks  .• 
are  operated  on  the  fields  of  the  Soviet.    The  total  capacity  is 
27^,000,000  horsepower. 

Get  Vaccine  From  The  Indiana  Farmers  Guide,  January  25,  in- 

Incubating  Bggs  •  ■    eludes  an  article  on  "Vaccine  from  Incubating  Eggs 

Used  to  Fight  Disease,"  which  tells  of  the  veteri- 
narians in  the  USDA  v/ho  use  live  chicken  embryos  in  their  shells  in 
studying  animal  disease  viruses  and  vaccines  for  diseases  like  sleep- 
ing sickness  of  horses.     It  has  been  found  that  vaccine  so  prepared 
gives  more  complete  immunity  and  costs  less  to  prepare  than  that  dey-el- 
oped  in  the  brain  of  a  laboratory  horse. 

Handling  Meat  For  In  Q,uick  Frozen  Foods,"  January ,' Leonard- R> 

Frozen  Storage  Blakeslee,  Research  Assistant'- in 'An iinal  Husbandry, 

Michigan. 'State  College,  writes  on  "Handling  Meat 
in  Locker  Plants  for  Frozen  Storage." 

Texas  Cotton  "According  to  USDA  figures  Texas  harvested 

And  the  Future  acreage  in  19^0,  of  all  kinds  of  crops,  more 

■  '      "than  in  1939»     This  sounds  like  healtliy  farm  prog- 
ress, but  it  overlooks  the  fact  that  the  area  of  cropland  harvested  in 
19^0  was      790, 000  acres  smaller  than  in  193,0;  Texas  cotton  was  more 
than  a  million  acres  below  the  peak  year.     Nothing  much  can  be  done 
about  it  in  a  world'  at  wary  but  one  of  the  objectives  of  this  country 
after  the  war  should  be  that  of  helping  to -maintain  a  world  order  in 
which  the  people  of  the  earth  will  not  be  denied  access  to  the  greatest 
cotton-growing  region  in  existence,  and  American  cotton  farmers  .will 
not.be  denied  access  to  world  markets,"     (Editorial  in  Texas  Digest, 
January  11.) 

Land  Needs  Potash,  ''Fertilizer  demonstrations  as  conducted  in 

Phosphorus  Wisconsin  in  I9U0,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  C. 

J.  Chapman,  revealed  that  a  high  percentage  of 
land  farmed  for  a  number  of  years  is  not  only  in  need  of  phosphorus, 
but  also  of  potash.     There  were  lUS  demonstrations  where  a  direct  com- 
parison was  made  with  the  superphosphate  and  phosphate-potash  mixtures 
and  in  lOb  cases,  or  72^»   the  largest  yields  were  shown  in  fields  where 
the  potash-phosphate  mixtures  were  used."   (Hoard's  Dairyman,  January  25 •) 


